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Tuesday 15th December 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Re: Clarification of Arrangements for the Winter Holiday 
 

You may have seen articles in the local or national press referencing Islington’s advice to schools to close early for 
the Winter holiday and switch to online learning for the remainder of this term and the first week of the Spring 
Term. 

 
We are not intending to alter our plans to close at the end of the day on Thursday and re-open to students on 
Monday 4th January. For full details of the holiday arrangements, including our track and trace service, please see 
the letter published on Friday 11th December. Please note that the later starting time for students on Monday 4th 
January only applies to our first day back. Following that, we will return to the normal start times for each year 
group as have been in operation since the start of the academic year. 

 
We will be maintaining on-site educational provision for our students because this is the best option for our 
students’ educational and social wellbeing.  However, we do understand and share the understandable anxieties 
that many of you may have about the current increase in the rate of infection, particularly in parts of London and the 
South East. Islington remains one of the London boroughs with the lowest rate of infection, but this does not mean 
that we can be complacent about the risks. We have infection control measures in place in the Academy that have 
been effective in limiting the spread of the virus within the school during this term and will continue to be vigilant in 
relation to the risks and take all possible steps to mitigate these risks. 

 
We would ask that parents and carers assist our efforts to control the spread of coronavirus by being alert to the 
symptoms of the virus. If your child or someone in their household has symptoms, please do not send your child to 
school. This will be particularly important when we return to school in January because it may be the case that 
household mixing over the Christmas period will contribute to a further increase in infection rates at both a local and 
national level. 

We thank you for your ongoing support of the Academy and your child’s education and would like to wish you and 
your family a safe and restful holiday. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
Sonia Jacob 
Principal 
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