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I am delighted to welcome you all to the 
COLAI Autumn 2019 newsletter. 

As Executive Principal, it is a pleasure, a 
privilege and my duty to ensure that all 

students at COLAI receive an outstanding 
educational experience, one that will prepare 
them for higher education and the career path 
of  their choosing. An experience within a caring, 
value-driven learning environment that has a 
strong focus on academic rigour, self-discipline 
and the highest educational aspirations. 

This autumn term has been a strong start to an 
academic year. I am very proud of  all students 
and staff  at the Academy and I look forward to 
COLAI’s ongoing success under the leadership 
of  Ms Jacob, Principal and the continuation of  
our partnership work with parents, carers and 
the local community to ensure that again COLAI 
has another successful year ahead to celebrate.

I hope you enjoy the latest edition 
of  the Academy newsletter and 
thank you for your ongoing support.

Miss Verga
Executive Principal

 
This is now my eighth year at City of  

London Academy Islington, but this was 
my first term as Principal of  the Academy and 
it has been full of  challenges but also rewards.  

We welcomed a new Year 7 cohort in 
September and it was lovely to celebrate the end 
of  their first term with their families present 
at the Academy with the Year 7 achievement 

assembly on Friday 13th December.  They 
are already proving to be valued members of  
the Academy community and I look forward 
to seeing them thrive during their time here.  

Our Year 11 and 13 students are in a critical 
phase of  their secondary education, preparing 
for their GCSE and A Level examinations.  They 
are demonstrating an impressive diligence and 
resilience and are being admirably supported by 
their teachers to achieve their best in their final 
examinations in the summer.  Many of  our Year 
13 students have now submitted applications 
to universities and have received offers of  
places for next year.  This is giving them a 
sense of  purpose and direction regarding their 
educational futures when they graduate from 
the Academy at the close of  this academic year. 

Our enrichment and extra-curricular 
programme goes from strength to strength.  
In this newsletter, you will read about many 
of  the fantastic opportunities being offered to 
students to enhance and enrich their learning.  I 
am grateful to the staff  who organise and deliver 
these activities for our students as this often 
means staff  giving up their evenings, weekends 
and holidays to ensure that our students have 
the opportunity to develop new talents and 
skills and enjoy new cultural experiences.
I am sure that 2020 will bring more 
excitement and achievement, but in the 
meantime, I would like to wish you all 
a restful and enjoyable winter holiday.

Ms Jacob
Principal
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It has been a privilege to be chosen to be a Head 
Student this year. The role is without a doubt, hugely 
important and one that requires determination, 
confidence and a lot of  hard work. I am so pleased 
to be working with Thomas and Luna as we are a 
stronger team together. I am also fortunate to work 
with a Senior Prefect Team who are also a group of  
determined individuals who are focused on making 
crucial changes within the school.

In my first few months as one of  the Academy’s Head 
Students, it has been a great honour to attend many elite 
events. We also contribute to the planning and execution 
student voice across the school, support staff  with school 
events and ensure we are high profile, supporting on lunch 
duties and being a role model to the younger students 
in the school. I am looking forward to what the future 
holds for me and other members of  our leadership team.

Rojbin Gokciler

It is a tremendous honour to have been appointed as 
a Head Student at the Academy. I am very grateful to 

be given the opportunity to represent this outstanding 
school which has felt like a second home to me over the 
last five years. I will strive to have as much of  an impact 
as I can throughout my time as head boy and plan to 
do my best to improve the wellbeing and experience of  
students. I have been fortunate enough to gain a lot of  
new experiences which have undoubtedly benefitted me 
significantly.  At an event hosted by the City of  London 
Corporation I was given the opportunity to improve 
my public speaking skills which is very important 
to me and I spoke in front of  a wide range of  other 
young people from different schools across London. 

I am extremely proud and humble to have such a 
well-respected position which carries significant and 
monumental responsibility. I am very excited to work with 
the student leadership team and I am looking forward to 
seeing what the future holds for the fantastic academy.

Thomas Gallagher

Head StudentS

I feel so privileged to have the chance to represent the 
Academy as one of  the head students. I am so thankful 

for the opportunity to work with such a resourceful 
and motivated leadership team, making me certain 
that with their input we will create an environment 
to continue to improve the quality of  life in the 
school and give students a more enjoyable experience.

Already in this short time, I have been lucky enough to 
attend some truly incredible occasions that I otherwise 
wouldn’t have been able to take part in. For instance, 
by attending the City of  London Senior Prefects’ 
dinner I was given a unique opportunity to speak to a 
vast range of  students from various backgrounds. We 
were able to discuss important governmental issues, 
allowing me to consider the perspectives of  other 
students which consequently expanded my own views 
of  the student experience. I am so excited to learn from 
this experience and to see what positive effects the 
student council will leave on the school in the future.

Luna Vassell

Student Experience  2-3 
Careers & Business  3-4   
Music & Drama  6-9  
Charity Week   10-11 
Awards Evening   12-13 
Sports News   14-15  
Art & Design Showcase 16-17 
CCF    18-19 
History    20-21 
Trips     22-24
Reading Corner  25
Heads of House Hello 26-27 
Important Dates  28           

In tHIS edItIon...

Luna Vassell Thomas Gallagher Rojbin Gokciler
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by the Queen’s Young Leaders Programme, who 
had excelled in their respective areas – one leading a 
project to improve mental health provision in small 
communities in Uganda; an award-winning social 
entrepreneur and a young leader who has excelled 
in her career with the help of  the programme. 

The students had an opportunity to network with 
other young people and organisations and left 
inspired to do more good in their communities. 

SenIor PrefectS’ 
conference and 

dInner

On 2nd December, our senior prefect team 
made up of  ten Year 12 students visited the 

Guildhall in to attend a Senior Prefects’ Conference 
and Dinner hosted by the City of  London 
Corporation. The students had the opportunity to 
listen to speeches by senior members of  the City 
of  London Corporation and discuss these speeches 
with peers from a number of  schools in London, 
allowing them to network and share ideas with a 
variety of  other Sixth Formers. Topics debated 
during the evening included the rise in knife crime in 
London, the immediate impacts of  climate change 
and homelessness in the capital. The evening was a 
great opportunity for students to debate some of  
the biggest issues facing young people in London 
and understand the issues from a variety of  different 
perspectives. After the debate, the students were 
served a delicious three-course meal as a reward 
for their hard-thinking and input to the session. 

Mr Pazik 
Curriculum Leader of  Business and ICT

Ms McGurk
Head of  House

Queen’S Young 
LeaderS awardS

On 21st October, a group of  sixth form students 
were invited to attend the Queen’s Young 

Leaders’ Awards at the Guildhall. This special 
event, hosted by former Prime Minister John Major, 
celebrated young people who had dedicated their life 
to helping others in their communities across the 
Commonwealth. The event showcased their work and 
the students were able to engage in discussions about 
the projects. This inspiring day was further enhanced 
by listening to a panel of  young women, supported 

Student exPerIence
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careerS

careerS eventS

Sir Robert McAlpines are working on refurbishing 
a warehouse into modern offices in Shepherdess 

Walk. They introduced Year 10 Business GCSE 
pupils to a project on how to design and build a 
new restaurant in Westminster. Students had 
to cost materials and labour and insure that the 
project was sustainable. Design was important 
as the hotel had to look good for clients to be a 
hot destination. Students learnt the importance of  
teamwork and negotiation and the importance of  
using sustainable products in construction. The 
lucky winners were invited to visit the building 
project in Shepherdess Walk and were impressed 
with the software used to plan the construction 
and the views from the top of  the building.

IPG Media, an international marketing and 
advertising company, wanted to establish links with a 
local school and build a relationship over several years.  

Year 8 were introduced to the marketing industry 
with a project based on updating lego for the 
21st century. The aim was to find new ways of  
engaging teens, who had enjoyed lego when 
they were younger, with new ways of  using lego.

Year 8’s ideas were amazing and included 
designing a lego version of  Pokemon Go! 
Students were introduced to the core principles 
of  marketing; what does the customer want, 

key ideas and media outlets over three weeks. 

In the last session students pitched their 
ideas to advertising executives at IPG Media 
who were impressed and thought they 
might follow up on some of  their ideas. 

Students have gained valuable insights into the 
marketing busines and careers in this sector. 
They have also developed their presentation 
skills and worked as a team in the creative 
process to make a marketing campaign.

Milbank LLP, one of  the largest law companies 
in London, have returned this year to deliver a 

series of  workshops on the law to Year 10 students. 
Last year, several students were inspired  to be 
solicitors and this year we have several more budding 

lawyers. The students debated, with young solicitors, 
different aspects of  the law. The most popular 
subject was the law and social media as students tried 
to solve the problems caused by new technology and 
the laws on free speech and defamation. Students 
also debated issues on housing, employment and 
human rights. The six workshops finished with a 
moot in which students took sides and presented 
their arguments in front of  the ‘judge.’ The 
solicitors were impressed by their astute comments 
and their ability to listen to argument and respond. 

Ms S. Noden
Careers and Employability Adviser
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BuSIneSS 
coLaI BuSIneSS 

eventS

This Autumn our Year 13 Business BTEC 
students ran a series of  events in the school. 

These events included a milkshake sale, a cookie 
sale and a slushy sale. To ensure that each event was 
a success, the groups need to plan every detail of  
the event. For example, one member of  each group 
would be responsible for the finances of  the event: 
they would need to calculate how much it would 
cost to run the event and the prices they needed to 
charge for their products to ensure each event was 
profitable. Another member of  each group would 
be responsible for the marketing of  the event: they 
produced posters and visited tutor groups to make 
sure that students knew the events were taking place.

All events were an overwhelming success. A large 
number of  students attended each event and were 
positive about their experiences. In particular, 
a Year 8 student commented: “The cookies were 
extremely tasty – I wish they could be on sale every day.” 

The success of  the events has enabled 
each student within the class to have the 
opportunity to gain a Distinction grade in 
their BTEC Business coursework. It has also 
resulted in over £100 being donated to charity.  

Mr A. Pazik
Curriculum Leader Business and IT

City Year Volunteers

The team of  City Year volunteers have achieved 
a lot already in their first term at COLAI.

Zahra has led the team in creating the first ever 
City Year newsletter which was distributed in 
November and contained information about the 
team, ideas for dealing with stress and the various 
clubs City Year have been leading and supporting.

Ramnik, Bola and Lina have also started up a 
popular games’ night every Wednesday after school, 
playing  anything from  Cluedo  to ‘Spoons’.
Cory and Dhruvit have supported and led 
the boys’ basketball and football clubs, also 
on Wednesday nights and are working on 
some skills based sessions for the New Year.

The team have also developed some excellent 
relationships with teachers and students, working 1-1 
with their ‘focus list’ students, making sure students 
feel supported and listened to throughout the term.
Going forward, the team is aiming to release the 
second edition of  the newsletter before Spring 
half-term and hold an ‘awareness day’ to educate 
and discuss a topic that is current and relevant.

Mr A. McClean
Impact Officer

Bola Anthony

Zahra Haffejee

Cory Tomlinson

Lina Limbu

Dhruvit Jayesh

Ramnik Chana
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The Woman in Black

In October the Year 9 GCSE Drama students 
went to see The Woman in Black at the Fortune 

Theatre. The play is a terrifying story about a man 
whose life has been haunted by a ghost story. 
The students screamed and jumped their way 
through the performance and were stunned by the 
minimalistic set and the performances of  the actors. 

Jason Uka said ‘It was so much scarier than the film! It was really 
engaging and so clever as there were only 2 actors…and the ghost.’

Blood Brothers

The Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama students 
went to see Blood Brothers, a play they 

are studying for their GCSE course. The play, 
which is about twin brothers separated at 
birth who meet as children causing a series of  
events that lead to their deaths (spoiler alert!). 

Freddie Fitzgerald said ‘It was really useful to see the 
play live to help us understand how the writer intended the 
performance be shown on stage. It was helpful to see the scenes 
we have been exploring in lessons performed by professional 
actors. It will be really supportive when it comes to our exam.’

Careers Rewired - 
Barbican Project

The year 9 GCSE Drama students have taken 
part in a 6-week long project working with the 

Barbican to develop a series of  workshops to develop 
employability skills through the Creative Arts.
It started with a trip to the Barbican to see the AI: 
More Than Human exhibition which demonstrated 

MuSIc & draMa
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how artificial intelligence has evolved and 
predictions of  how it will affect us in the future.

This was followed by a trip to the Museum 
of  London where we experienced the ‘Beasts 
of  London’ interactive exhibition looking at 
how the designers programmed the exhibition 
to have no human involvement, it was solely 
operated by artificial intelligence and computers.
Rajaun Bouylan said “It was really cool to see how the 
exhibition just carried on without anyone having to press a 
button or someone there to move you on to the next room. 
The animations were really cool.” We then met with the 

designers are creators of  the exhibition and had a 
Q&A where they told us how they got into their 
roles and the skills they needed to do their jobs. 
We then had 6 workshops developed by Miss Kiley-
Smith and Youngsook Choi and artist from RARA 
and Phillipa Longson, an Architect to explore the 
question ‘What makes us human?’ this culminated 
in a performance piece where students formed 
an attachment to a piece of  theatre technology 

and involved it in a performance. We shared this 
with other schools and artists at a presentation 
day where the students performed and spoke 
eloquently about their experiences in the project. 

Bow Lane and 
Cheapside 

Christmas Lights

The choir are in popular demand this year and 
were asked to come and sing not once, but 

twice by the Lady Mayoress at the turning on the 
Christmas lights in Bow Lane and lighting the 
Christmas tree in Cheapside. Although they are chilly 
events the choir sang beautifully and the dignitaries 
present were impressed by their professionalism.
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of  an amateur dramatic group putting on a murder 
mystery…and everything goes wrong. The students 
were amazed to see a group of  actors staying totally 
in role when everything is going wrong around 
them and the audience falling about laughing. 

cHIcago

The Year 9 and 10 GCSE students were treated 
to a performance at City and Islington College 

by the performing arts students. We are lucky 
enough to be invited every year to see their Winter 
performance, which has always been excellent, and 
this year’s performance of  Chicago was no exception. 

caroLS BY 
candLeLIgHt 

Monday 16th December saw the annual Carols 
by Candlelight event. The evening saw an 

array of  musical talent, from Year 7 through to 
Year 13, perform some wonderful pieces in the 
beautiful setting of  St James’ Church. Performers 
were supported by our delightful comperes and 
readings from our Head Boy and Head Girls. 
The evening was a magnificent end to a busy and 
productive term in the performing arts department. 

Ms A. Kiley-Smith
Curriculum Leader of  Performing Arts

dIck wHIttIngton

This term Year 8 have been studying the theatre 
genre of  pantomime. We have looked at the 

origins of  the style and more recently the conventions 
of  what makes a pantomime a pantomime. As a reward 
for their hard work we went to see Dick Whittington 
at the Hackney Empire to see everything we have 
learnt about in action. The students (and staff) really 
got into the spirit of  the day and had a great time.

wIcked

At the start of  the year the new Year 7s were 
treated to an exciting trip to see Wicked. 

Despite a technical hold up where the performance 
had to be stopped for 15 minutes the show was 
amazing and students were in awe of  the beautiful
costumes, incredible singing and amazing acting.

tHe PLaY tHat 
goeS wrong

Year 8 students were treated to a raucous evening 
out when they went to see The Play That 

Goes Wrong. The play is a farce and tells the story 

MuSIc
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caroL concert
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During Charities Week the Weavers House 
hosted COLAI’s Got Talent 2019. 

There was strong competition this year with 
six very talented contestant taking part with 
last year’s winner, Jon Dagli, amongst them. 

The atrium was full of  anticipation as a bumper 
crowd turned up to see who was going to be 
crowned the winner. We had a fantastic judging 
panel made up of  teachers and students, who 
would ultimately choose the winner. With the 
talent being so high it was a tough task for the 
judges to pick a winner, but they managed to 
narrow it down to two: Arin Banirad, who played 
a lovely piece of  classical music on the piano, 
and Jason Dias Dos Santos who wowed the 
crowd with his street dancing and body popping. 

With a strong following of  Year 11s in the crowd, 
the atrium erupted as Jason was announced 
the winner. A massive well done to all of  the 
contestants and thank you to those that attended 
and contributed to raising money for charity

Mr D. Bentley
Head of  Weavers

This year for Charities Week we raised money 
for MIND. MIND is a charity that seeks to 

work with those struggling with mental health 
and to raise money to help with this cause. 

This year students were able to pay money to 
take part in NERF target shooting games, 
challenge a teacher contest and also to watch 
the talent show and I’m a Teacher, Get 
Me Out of  Here which saw selected staff  
eating locusts, crickets and water beetles. 

In 2019  students were able to raise over 
£757 for this charity which is wonderful! 
The House that raised the most money was 
Drapers so a huge congratulations to them.

Mr D.Dunscombe
Assistant Principal

cHarItY week
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£757
Raised for charity
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The Academy celebrated its annual Awards 
Evening on the 5th December. A number 

of  students received awards to recognise their 
progress and attainment achievements from 
last year, whilst others received special awards 
for specific achievements and contributions. 

This year saw the introduction of  the City, 
University of  London Exceptional Student 
Award, which was awarded to Serita 
James for her academic excellence 
and her outstanding attitude 
and commitment she has shown 
towards her studies. The Worshipful 
Company of  Saddlers’ Staff  Award 
was presented to Christine Hayes for 
her incredible contribution to the 
Academy over the last thirty years 
as a member of  the catering team. 

The event was a huge success 
and the Academy is proud of  
all of  this year’s award winners. 

Ms A. King
Vice Principal

awardS evenIng 
5tH deceMBer

Sara Bidi
House Award

Saadia El-Ghomri ChirchahSaddlers’ Student Award

Luis Urbaez Lemos
House Award

Luna Vassell
Principal’s Award

Harry
House Award

Sara Bouaddi
House Award

Yalin Chen
Academic Excellence Award
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A fantastic evening of  celebration!
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 gIrLS footBaLL

Congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 girls’ football 
team. A fantastic start to this year’s girls’ football 

campaign. The COLA – I girls hit the ground running, 
playing some magnificent football and drew against 
City Of  London Academy Highbury Grove ( 1 - 1 ) 
then went on to seal their first victory of  the season 
when beating Beacon High School (1 – 0 ). Player 
of  the day, Summer – Lily Squires was excellent 
throughout. The COLA-I girls narrowly missed 
out on reaching the final stage on goal difference 
at the Islington schools football tournament held 
at Market Road on Wednesday 9th /16th  October.

There has been a fantastic demonstration of  
teamwork, enthusiasm and leadership. This squad 
has the potential to reach greater heights this 
season; with continued training and encouragement 
we can aim high! Well done girls! Keep it up!

keY Stage 3 
BoYS BaSketBaLL

Well done to the Key Stage 3 Boys Basketball 
team of  Endrit Mehmeti, Jean-Paul Hope, 

Loui Sajirat and Owen Asemota who have attended 
training each week, developing their skills with Coach 
Ife. They also recently had their first match of  the 

season, where they narrowly lost to a strong Central 
Foundation team. Star player Hamza Hussain scored 
8 points in the defeat. Looking ahead to January, 
the boys will have fixtures against Highbury Grove, 
Beacon High, St Mary Maggs and AMSI schools. 

keY Stage 4 
BoYS BaSketBaLL

Congratulations to the Key Stage 4 Basketball team 
who have been training hard all season. Particular 

mention to AB, Mehmet, Efe, Illion and Jason who 
have attended training each week. Coach Ife has been 
working them hard during training sessions, where 
the team have begun working on their tactical ability. 
There have also been a number of  new recruits this 
season, with 20 players often attending training 
has allowed them to really develop their skill set.  

SPortS newSSPortS newS
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traMPoLInIng

It’s been a very successful term for the Trampoline 
team. Every week several students have attended 

trampolining, and with competitions coming up in 
the New Year, students have been working very hard 
to improve their routines. Special mentions go to 
Riley Boon, Jordie Leany, Maddison Byrne-Walden 
and Grace Brown who have been excellent this term. 
Well done also to Lillie-May Scott-Lyons and Rosie 
Buttleman who have demonstrated excellent progress. 

HackneY MarSHeS 
ScHooL footBaLL 

League

In COLA-I’s first season in the Hackney Marshes 
Saturday Football League, Year 8 and 9 have 

demonstrated excellent commitment to training 
and matches. There have been at least 20 students 
attending training sessions each week with PC 
Darren Reynolds, as well as attending matches each 
Saturday morning. Throughout the season, the Year 
8 and 9 team have improved their performance 
each week, culminating in a 3-1 victory against 
Central Foundation. The top goal scorer so far 
this season is Gianni Espirit, with 6 goals. Other 
top performers have included Aland Aziz in goal 
and Zain Jackson in midfield. The team are looking 
forward to the remainder of  their fixtures after 
Christmas, where they will hopefully improve 

on their current league position of  6th place. 

Year 7 BoYS footBaLL 

Congratulations to the Year 7 Football Team, 
who have made it through to the last 8 of  the 

Islington Cup, having defeated Beacon High 7-1 
in the last round. Special mention goes to Owen 
Asemota, Jorge Brito (who scored 5 goals!), Frankie 
Adams-McGee, Josh Mumbaya and Josh Oseyande 
who have all been excellent so far this season. 

Year 8 BoYS footBaLL

Although the Yr 8 boys lost their first cup 
match this season, they have continued to 

attend training and work hard to improve their 
performances. This resulted them winning one 
and drawing one at the recent Handball and 
Football League at AMSI school. Several of  the 
squad, including Rayan Brazane, Max Lawson and 
Oli Lo Presti have also been selected to represent 
the Year 9 team in the Hackney Marshes League. 

Year 9 Boys Football

In addition to playing in the Hackney Marshes 
League, Year 9 have also played in the AMSI 

Football and Handball League as well as the Islington 
Cup. In the Islington Cup, they lost a tight match 
4-2 to AMSI School, despite leading the game early 
on. Coach, Mr Nwokeji said “It was a tight match, 
but we just lost our concentration at the end”. In 
the Handball and Football League, the Year 9 team 
managed to defeat Beacon High and AMSI School 
(gaining revenge). Captain Gianni Esprit scored 2 
goals, with Zain Jackson being named player of  the day. 

Mr B. Courtney-Pinn
Curriculum Leader of  PE
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art, deSIgn and tecHnoLogY

Year 7

Year 8

AutumN term showcAse
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Year 11

A Level

GCSE
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cItY of London acadeMY 
ISLIngton (Hac) ccf newS

This year has been the busiest yet for the COLAI 
(HAC) CCF.  Our ranks continue to swell with 

the largest new recruit cadre we have ever had and 
the expansion of  the CCF into City of  London 
Academy Highbury Grove.  The cadets have already 
participated in over 20 hours of  school based training, 
3 full weekends of  off-site training and a number of  
the cadets, in all troops, have already gained their first 
qualifications.  We look forward to the continued 
expansion of  the CCF with new recruits joining from 
both COLAI and COLAHG.  Training takes place 
every Thursday at COLAI, from 15.30 – 17.30, and 
at camps and weekend events throughout the year.

new recruItS caMP & 
advanced traInIng

At the beginning of  the school year, all of  
Haine troop, our new Year 9 recruits were 

invited to attend their first weekend training session 
at Crowborough camp.  While there, Haine troop 
started on the APC basic syllabus units of  Drill 
and Turnout, Military History, Fieldcraft and 
Navigation.  While this took place, Pollard troop 
were completing a Radio User course while Pryce 
troop completed their Method of  Instruction 
course, allowing them to teach new cadets part of  the 
basic syllabus.  All cadets rose at 07.00 each day with 

activities and testing often only finishing at 20.00.  
Despite some adverse weather, all cadets had an 
excellent time and returned home tired but excited.

tHe eLwortHY cuP 
coMPetItIon

For the first time, cadets from COLAI (HAC) 
CCF took part in the Elworthy Cup, the country’s 

only tri-service cadet military skills competition.  
The competition was held at CTC Frimley Park, 
the national centre of  excellence for Cadet Forces 
training.  Our team of  cadets, drawn from Pollary and 
Pryce troop, performed admirably in the face of  stiff  
competition and returned having done the contingent 
proud.  We look forward to entering again next year.

tHe Lord MaYor’S 
SHow

As part of  the annual Lord Mayor’s show, 
Pollard and Pryce troop Cadets (plus two 

Haine Troop cadets)  joined members of  the HAC 
on their float, which consisted of  the HAC band, 
the active unit and a demonstration of  active patrol 
by regular soldiers.  The float was as well supported 
as ever by the crowd who cheered and clapped 



 

19

were laid at each of  the memorials in memory 
of  the fallen by two of  our senior cadets.  

While these parades took place a cadet from 
Pollard Troop, Cadet Osei-KariKari, read the 

first lesson at the St Pauls Cathedral Remembrance 
Day service. She was commended by a number of  
attendees on her confidence, reading and presentation.

fIrSt aId caMP

In November, Haine troop took part in their second 
camp based training exercise at our sponsor 

regiment, the Honourable Artillery Company.  Having 
learned some of  the basics of  first aid during weekly 
training, and at Recruits Camp, the cadets were now 
able to extend and develop their understanding and 
skills into areas such as dealing with emergencies, 
resuscitation, triage and many more.  Those who 
attended had to pass a final test to gain their 
CCF badge but also gained a St John Ambulance 
qualification in first aid as part of  the training.

Lt A Hesketh
Contingent Commander COLAI (HAC) CCF

the cadets around the route.  The Officers from 
the HAC commented on the professionalism and 
presentation of  the COLAI (HAC) CCF who are fast 
becoming a regular feature at this prestigious event.

reMeMBrance daY

On Sunday 9th November the COLAI (HAC) 
CCF took part in the Remembrance Sunday 

parade in which services were held at Islington 
Green and Spa Green to commemorate those 
who died in armed conflicts since the First World 
War. Thirty cadets from both City of  London 
Academy Islington and City of  London Academy 
Highbury Grove were present and marched with 
serving members of  the Honourable Artillery 
Company, Volunteer Police Cadets and other 
veteran and community organisations.  Wreaths 
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BLack HIStorY MontH

On Thursday 7th November, the Humanities 
Faculty accompanied a group of  Year 12 

students to a workshop at SOAS University as 
part of  Black History Month. Throughout the day, 
students engaged in a variety of  lectures and seminars 
designed to challenge conventional thinking about 
current society’s relationship with British history. 
An introductory talk detailed the role of  ethnic 
minorities in shaping British society over the past 
few centuries; students learned that over 400,000 
African-Americans served in World War I and 
about the role of  the BWIR (British West Indies 
Regiment) in supporting the war effort. Following 
this, students engaged in workshops and seminars 
that generated thought-provoking discussions 
around the legacy of  the British Empire and the 
role of  colonialism in shaping the current world. 

After lunch and a second lecture on the changing 
portrayal of  minority groups in the media, the 
students were taken on a guided tour around SOAS 
and learned more about university life and the 
opportunity for further study following Year 13. 

The students were complemented for their excellent 
levels of  engagement throughout the day, and the 
many perceptive questions they asked throughout. 

BattLefIeLdS trIP

On Monday 21st October, a group of  Year 9 & 
10 students departed for Ypres as part of  a two-

night trip to study the battlefields of  World War I. 

The first stop was Tyne Cot; the largest British and 
Commonwealth cemetery in the world. Students 
were moved by both the memorial to over 20,000 
soldiers buried or commemorated at the site, and the 
individual stories of  heroism of  young men, many 
of  whom were not much older than themselves. 

The students took a moment of  personal reflection 
on the values demonstrated by those willing to 
lay down their lives for their country and the 
greater good. Kelilah Kellman, Year 9, said “to 
think that they sacrificed everything and showed 
such bravery is mindblowing considering their 
age and the conditions they knew they’d face”. 

We continued to the German Langermark 
Cemetery and noted its more sombre nature, with 
the memorial standing cloaked in oak trees and the 
understated manner in which German war memorials 
commemorate those that perished in the Great War. 
Students showed great compassion and remarked 
that it is often forgotten that those that died on the 
other side of  the conflict showed immense bravery 

HIStorY
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is famous for having the only female buried in 
any British or Commonwealth cemetery within it. 
Students paid respect at the grave of  the nurse who 
had died as a result of  shrapnel injuries in the third 
Battle of  Ypres in 1915. The students reflected 
on their own character as teachers discussed 
some of  the famous stories of  those that were 
buried at Lissenthoek, some of  whom achieved 
the Victoria Cross posthumously for bravery. 

On the return journey, students reflected on the 
moving experiences and it was evident to staff  
and parents that the trip had been instrumental 
in their personal development. Claude Lessly 
Massu, Year 10, noted that it has “inspired me 
to appreciate how fortunate I am and has shifted 
my approach challenges and outlook in general”.  

Many thanks to Mr Noutch for his organising of  
the trip, and to Ms King, Mr Pazik, Ms Kiley-Smith 
and Mr Botterill for accompanying the students. 

Mr I. Botterill 
Curriculum Leader of  Humanities

and had their lives ended cruelly and far too early. 
After an overnight stay in Ypres, on the second day 
students set off  to visit the Somme. They were able 
to walk through renovated trenches at the Canadian 
war memorial site Newfoundland Park and saw 
the result of  the explosion of  19 landmines on the 
morning of  July 1st 1916 at the Lochnagar mine. 
After attending the imposing Thiepval memorial 
which stands above the fields where some of  the 
most vicious fighting of  the war took place, students 
observed a one minute silence for those that had 
died before setting off  back to Ypres to attend the 
ceremony at the Menin Gate, where British soldiers 
have played the Last Post every evening for 90 
years, except for an interlude during World War 2. 

Students found the experience incredibly moving and 
many came away from the visit with a real thirst to learn 
more about the sacrifices made by the soldiers who 
fought and of  a sense of  awe of  the Nation’s history.

On Wednesday, students visited the Essex Farm 
Field Hospital and learnt about the experiences 
of  those injured in battle. They listened to a 
recitation of  ‘In Flanders Field’, which had 
been written at the site after the poet observed 
his close friend being laid to rest having died 
of  his injuries whilst undergoing treatment. 
The final stop was Lijssenthoek Cemetery which 
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trIPS

vIctorIa MIro 
gaLLerY vISIt

The sixth form art students visited the Victoria 
Miro Gallery on the 27th November which is a 

five minute walk from the academy. The exhibition 
by installation artist Doug Aitken: Return to the 
Real was very thought provoking and inspirational. 

The artist deals with everyday happenings and 
changes the context by displaying them using 
light, sculpture, repetition of  image and sound. 
The students really enjoyed the trip and realised 
how close the Victoria Miro gallery and will visit 
more times in the future as it is free entry for all.

roYaL acadeMY 
art trIP

On Monday 14th October sixth form art students 
visited the Royal Academy to see the Antony 

Gormley exhibition and take part in special free event 
by Access Art 25 for 17 – 25 year olds. The evening 
started at 18.30pm until 21.30pm and consisted of  
entry to the Gormley exhibition, workshops in zine-
making, drawing and clay and career mentoring talks. 
We took advantage of  the range of  workshops and 
created a quick ‘zine’ in about fifteen minutes which 
was fun! In addition, there was a live DJ and the 
canteen was full of  free hot food which we all enjoyed!

The diverse nature of  Gormley’s work 
was truly original and the students took 

lots of  photos and made notes about his 
work to support their A Level Art studies.

Timofei, Year 12, thought the sculptural 
work and rigorous planning in Gormley’s 
workbooks were very inspiring.

Ms C. Joynson
Curriculum Leader of  Art & Design 
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ScIence trIP

On 10th October, students from Years 7, 8 and 
9 went to the New Scientist Live exhibition 

at the ExCel Centre. The day was a whirlwind of  
discovery, excitement and experimentation with 
students printing their own stickers with the help 
of  an AI robot, controlling toy cars with their 
minds, using lasers to destroy weeds in the farms 
of  the future and even meeting a real-life astronaut! 

We were also treated to a talk from Tim 
Peake about plans for a new space station to 
make travelling to and from the Moon (and 
beyond!) easier and more sustainable. It was an 
unforgettable experience for all of  us and we are 
hoping that our students have been inspired to  
follow  their passion for science in the future.

Ms J. Bliss
2iC Science
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frencH cIneMa trIP

 

On Thursday 7th July, four staff  and thirty-five 
Year 8 students took a trip to the Ciné Lumière, 

an in house cinema, at the Institut Français in South 
Kensington to watch the award winning film ‘Le Petit 
Nicolas’. The film was about a young boy, Nicolas, his 
family and his great gang of  friends. Nicolas thinks he 
will soon have a baby brother and is scared about being 
abandoned by his parents, so he and his friends come up 
with a great plan to kidnap and get rid of  the baby brother. 
 
Yusuf  Hussein (year 8) said: “I thought that the film was 
funny! Some of  the characters reminded me of  myself  and 
some of  my friends and I really enjoyed the experience. C’était 
amusant! It’s so cool that we get to go to the cinema if  we 
learn French and it has helped me with my listening skills.”
 
The film provided an excellent opportunity for 
pupils to come into contact with authentic use of  
French and they thoroughly enjoyed the chance 
to interact with the language in the real world.

International Mother 
Language Day

Earlier this academic year the EAL department 
and the MFL department collaborated in a 

project for International Mother Language Day 2019.

Over 85 different languages are spoken by COLAI 
students, and International Mother Language 
Day was a great opportunity to celebrate and 
promote this cultural diversity and multilingualism.

A group of  Year 8 students were trained by Miss 
Esber to teach a mini-lesson in their mother tongue. 
The students who volunteered were: Yusuf  Hussain 
(Somali), Aland Aziz (Kurdish) Aymen Abdullah (Arabic), 
Abdullahi Elmi (Somali), and Bridget Osei-Karikari (Twi).

Following the training, each student delivered a 30 minute 
lesson to their class. The lessons followed a simple but 
effective structure: there was a brief  introduction to the 
mother language and some information given about where 
it is spoken. The teacher-students modelled the language 
in a realistic dialogue and then asked the class for some 
choral repetition. The class worked in pairs practising 
the dialogue, which some then performed at the front.

Miss Esber said “The students involved were great and it was 
clear everyone enjoyed it. The student-teachers worked hard to 
prepare their resources, which supported their well-delivered lessons”.

Amelia Taher (Year 8) said “I’ve always wondered what 
Somali actually sounds like and now I know! This was so 
much fun and has made me more interested in finding out about 
which other languages my friends know and speak at home”.

Mr M. Watton
Curriculum Leader of  MFL

MfL
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tHe Book nook

The COLAI Underground Reading Challenge.

This September we launched the COLAI 
underground reading challenge. Students in 

year 7 and 8 were given a map based on the London 
Underground of  100 books over 10 different 
genres including fantasy, horror and historical 
fiction. Students are encouraged to read books 
from as many different genres as they can, and if  
they successfully pass their Accelerated Reader quiz 
then they will receive achievement points for their 
House. Favourites on the map have included Ghost 
Boys, Private Peaceful and The Hunger Games.

HaIku coMPetItIon

The 3rd of  October marked National Poetry 
day. The library hosted a haiku competition. 

A haiku is a Japanese form of  poem which has 5 
syllables in the first line, 7 in the second line and 5 
in the third. It is usually about nature. The winner 

was Jimmy Lyons in Year 8 who won a book of  
his choice from the COLAI underground map.

This is his haiku:

Rain
The mountains all weep.
In the dying light of  night
Drenching those who pass

readIng MILLIonaIreS

This term we have celebrated 4 new reading 
millionaires who have all managed to read over 
1,000,000 words since September. These students are 

 

Hot on their heels to be a part of  the Millionaire’s Club 
are:

5  Ashleigh Acord  943,095
6. Dora Ciba    925,548

LuncHtIMe Book cLuB

This term the Lunchtime Book Club have 
been reading a book called “Ghost” by 

Jason Reynolds. It’s an exciting book about a boy 
called Castle who gets headhunted by a running 
club for his amazing talents. The students enjoy 
reading at lunchtime and look forward to coming 
back every week to see how the story progresses

Miss F. McKnight
Librarian

readIng corner

Asya Ak
Stephen Sagoe 

Koray Vudali
Joshua Osayande

1. Asya Ak  1,239,490
2. Stephen Sagoe  1,188,697
3. Koray Vudali  1,045,095
4. Joshua Osayande  1,021,346
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“Pulled together, draped in success”

What a term and start to 
the year it has been! I 

think I speak for all of  us, that 
for our COLAI community, 
last academic year was a 
hugely successful one and a 
difficult one; from gaining 
an outstanding rating from 
Ofsted, excellent GCSE results 
for our Year 11s to losing some 
very important and beloved 

members of  staff. I know I was certainly looking forward 
to the adventure of  a new academic year. It has been a 
joy to welcome the new Year 7 students into the COLAI 
and Drapers’ family and saying hello to our students 
returning from the summer holidays. It has been an 
incredibly busy term; academic lessons, trips, sporting 
activities, choir, orchestra, drama performances, charities 
week, debating competitions, scientific experiments 
and so much more. I would like to thank the house for 
their commitment, particularly in charities week where 
we raised more money than any of  the other houses. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the 
Drapers tutor team for all their support and mentoring of  
our students. They commit themselves wholeheartedly 
to ensure the highest of  expectations for the students as 
well as supporting them in any concerns that they may 
have had/have. I would also like to thank the parents of  
the Drapers House students for their continued support- 
it is key to ensure the academic and pastoral success of  
our students. We still have two more terms left- my wish 
for all students is to have a restful break, ready to start 
back in January and continue to thrive and  progress. 

I wish all students, staff  and families all the happiness 
in the world over the break. I look forward to seeing 
you all in the New Year to do it all again and more! 
  
Ms A. Dear 

“Stay sharp and hit the mark”

The Autumn term, the 
longest term of  the year, 

has as always brought about 
change in a positive way. We 
welcomed our new year 7 
cohort who have been a real 
asset to the Fletchers House. 
They have hit the ground 
running and have, so far, given 
positive contributions to the 
Fletchers House and have 

really taken on board the Academy’s Values of  
Respect, Responsibility and Integrity. We have also 
welcomed four new tutors to the Fletchers House, who 
have been a great addition and have been extremely 
supportive, along with our existing tutors, of  all of  you.  

I would like to give a special mention to our two award 
winners so far this year. Firstly the Head of  House 
award at the prestigious annual Awards Evening, which 
went to Sara Bouaddi for her outstanding achivements 
during the 2018/19 academic year. Secondly, the Year 
7 Head of  House award for went to Joel Kitchen for 
making an exceptional start to life in the academy.

By far the highlight of  the Autumn term, like every 
other year was Charities week where as a school we 
raised an staggering £757 and as a house, thanks to 
all your hard work and donations, we raised £176. A 
special thanks goes out to the other Heads of  House 
and Mr Maggs who all joined me in a competitive eating 
competition which was eventually won by Ms Dear

This has been a successful term and I can’t wait to 
see what the rest of  this academic year will bring.

Stay sharp, hit the mark!

Mr A. Durak

fLetcHerSdraPerS

HeadS of HouSe HeLLo!
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“Dream, believe, achieve”

As I write this, another very 
busy Autumn Term is 

winding to a close. I have been 
very impressed with the work 
Glovers students have done this 
term, particularly the Year 11s, 
who are starting to show real 
resilience and determination 
in getting the best grades 
possible in the summer. 
It has been lovely getting 

to know the new Year 7 cohort and seeing their 
general maturity in adjusting to secondary school.  

As you are likely to be aware, my time as Glovers Head of  
House is coming to a close, and the House will be in the 
highly capable hands of  Mr Noutch from January. This 
being the case, I would like to extend a number of  thanks.   

Firstly, a huge thank you to Tosin Yusuff, the beating 
heart of  Glovers, who tirelessly supports our young 
people; he is the go-to superhero and has been amazing 
to work with so closely for the past three years. He is 
a true talent and I know he will continue in his utter 
commitment to the support of  Glovers students. 

Thank you also to all of  the Glovers tutors for the 
wonderful work they do day in, day out. We also 
say a fond farewell and thank you to Ms Alsoodany. 

And finally, thank you to all of  the parents of  students 
in the Glovers House for your support and the 
opportunity to be of  service to your children. It has 
been a privilege to work with you and I wish you all the 
very best for the future. 

Have a wonderful break. 

Ms McGurk

“Together everyone achieves more”

I would firstly like to 
congratulate all Weavers 

on a fantastic Autumn term. 
It is the longest term of  the 
year and the students have 
shown brilliant endurance to 
continue their high levels of  
engagement and enthusiasm 
towards their studies. 

I would like to say a special 
well done for our awards winners: Sara Bidi and 
Stephen Sagoe. Sara has always shown the upmost 
respect to both students and staff  since arriving here 
three and a half  years ago, whilst Stephen has been a 
model student since starting here at the academy in 
September and became our first reading millionaire. 

I was immensely proud of  the Weavers students 
during charity week. Their help and dedication to 
raising money for a good cause was a joy to behold. 
As a house we hosted ‘COLAI’s Got Talent’ and also 
held our own bake sale. A particular shout out to 
those students who made cakes and biscuits at home 
and brought them in – and a big thank you to the 
parents who supervised and cleaned up after them!!

We have also had our Weavers tutor group competition 
to see which tutor group can obtain the most 
achievement points since the October half  term. The 
students have really engaged and they have been brilliant 
in trying to get those achievement points for Weavers. 
Obviously there can only be one winner, but I look 
forward to revealing who the winner is next Week!

I wish all staff, students and parents a relaxing holiday 
and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

Mr D. Bentley

gLoverS weaverS



 Start of  Spring Term            6th January 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  16th January 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening  23rd January 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  6th February

Year 12 Parents’ Evening  13th February

Year 7 & 8 Valentine’s Disco 13th February

Parents’ Coffee Morning  19th March

 Last Day of  1st Half-Term 21st February

 Back to School   24th February 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening  5th March

Year 8 Parents’     19th March

 Last Day of  2nd Half-Term 29th May

IMPORTANT DATES


