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We are a transformed Academy with dramatically improved outcomes 
for our students. Our GCSE results doubled from 2012 to 2013 and 
our academic progress has continued at pace, with our 2016 results 
being the best the Academy has ever achieved in its history for both 
GCSE and Advanced Level examinations.

At GCSE, student progress is outstanding. In 2016, 93% of students 
achieved A*-C in English and 68% of students achieved 5 A*-C passes 
including English and Mathematics. Exceptional performance was also 
achieved in Modern Foreign Languages with 100% A*-C passes in 
German, Spanish, Portuguese, Turkish, Italian and 96% A*-C passes in 
French.

Our Advanced Level pass rate is at 100%. In 2016 our A* to A grades 
more than doubled and 100% of our Year 13 students secured a place 
at university. Many of our students have been successful in achieving 
the top Advanced Level grades and have consistently secured places 
at prestigious Russell Group universities.

Our results reflect the aspiration, determination and hard work by 
all students and staff at the Academy and I am always exceptionally 
proud of what we achieve together.

Miss Verga BA (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH PQSI

Message from  
the Principal
Welcome to City of London Academy Islington



Message from 
the Sponsors
We are delighted to be sponsors of the City of London 
Academy Islington. We believe the Academy offers a 
bright new start for education in our community and bring 
fresh and exciting opportunities to gain the best results 
and benefits for our local young people. Both the City of 
London Corporation and City University London have 
long and successful track records in providing high quality 
educational services to their local communities. The City 
of London Corporation, which provides local government 
services for the Square Mile, already has responsibility 
for the Sir John Cass Foundation Primary School and 
three independent secondary schools, which are regularly 
featured among the top performing schools in the country.

City University London is an internationally renowned 
institution with more than 100 years of experience 
of teaching, learning and research. Its reputation for 
excellence in professional education and close contacts 
with professional institutions, business and industry, brings 
valuable resources to the Academy staff and students. 
As sponsors, our vision for the Academy’s development 
is based on high expectations of achievement and a 
passionate belief in the power of learning. The Academy is 
characterised by an ethos of enterprise and creativity to 
inspire every student to reach their full potential.

We all want the best education for our young people 
and the best environment for our students and teachers. 
We are working towards the City of London Academy 
Islington becoming an outstanding Academy that everyone 
who lives in the local community deserves.

Our vision for 2017:
To be an outstanding Academy; with a total commitment 
to improving the lives of the young people of Islington by 
serving the local community as a vibrant centre of learning, 
known for our academic excellence and our unrelenting 
determination for everyone to succeed.
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Uniform
All students are expected to take pride in their appearance and all must attend the 
Academy in full, correct Academy uniform. 

The uniform is simple, smart and professional. Students are expected to comply with policy, 
which includes having an Academy bag at all times with necessary stationery, a student 
planner and a reading book. This is to ensure that all students are fully equipped and ready 
to learn.

It is also expected that students will maintain our uniform policy when travelling to and 
from the Academy and be a credit to their families and to the Academy.

An acceptance of a place at the Academy implies an acceptance of our Uniform Policy.

The sponsors consulted with staff, students and parents to develop the uniform design.  
A full list of the Academy uniform is available for parents on the Academy website and also 
from the Academy itself. 
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Outstanding 
Care and Support
High achievement and success is only possible when students are 
happy, enjoy their learning; feel they are recognised and valued as 
individuals; and when they have a clear understanding of how they 
are expected to behave. 

The Academy provides excellent care and support for all students 
within a learning environment that sets high expectations of student 
progress and student behaviour. As such, there is a clear system of 
rewards and firm but fair discipline. The Academy expects students 
to be well mannered, courteous, co-operative and respectful young 
people with positive attitudes towards their learning. Success; full 
attendance and punctuality; hard work; and participation in school 
activities are recognised in weekly assemblies. An end of term 
achievement assembly for all year groups is organised to celebrate 
termly successes. 

Students, who fail to comply with the behaviour policy or respond to 
encouragement and support to do so, will find themselves faced with 
formal disciplinary procedures that can lead, eventually if all else fails, 
to exclusion from the Academy. Discipline is the joint responsibility 
of parents / carers and the Academy.  The Academy will not fail to 
support parents / carers who wish their child to be educated in a 
friendly yet purposeful atmosphere with high standards. 

Our House system supports Academy values, fosters a culture of 
pride and encourages students to take on additional leadership 
roles such as mentoring and coaching. Students take responsibility 
for House activities, contribute to the wider aspects of Academy life, 
celebrate achievement and acknowledge one another’s successes.

Vertical House tutoring brings together students across Years 7 to 13 
in the same group, making them more like a family. Vertical tutoring 
does not affect subject lessons during the rest of the day, which are 
taught in year groups. All our students benefit from vertical tutoring as: 
•  Students receive help and support with their learning from their peers 
•  Students experience more responsibility with opportunities to 

develop leadership skills 
•  Students make friends with students of different ages and 

experiences who can offer different views, advice and guidance 
•  Students receive outstanding one-to-one academic guidance



Students at City of London Academy Islington follow a traditional 
academic curriculum.  We believe that all students can thrive and our 
meticulous tracking system enables us to intervene quickly to provide 
bespoke support for individual students.  

We believe everything that happens at the City of London Academy 
Islington contributes to a young person’s education and capacity  
to learn. 

The curriculum at City of London Academy Islington aims to:
• Meet the range of needs and interests of all learners so that no 

student gets left behind
• Maximise the academic attainment for all students
• Ensure that students develop essential skills for ongoing learning, 

life and later employment
• Ensure students have high aspirations and self-esteem and take 

responsibility for their learning and personal development
• Ensure students are prepared to make informed choices about 

their future pathway

Curriculum
Our aim is to unlock the potential of all students through learning 
routes tailored to their individual needs. This enables each student to 
develop the necessary skills to gain meaningful access to the widest 
possible range of subjects. Our broad curriculum offer opens clear 
pathways to higher and further education and work. 



Key Stage 3:
The National Curriculum is delivered to 
all students, and there is a strong emphasis 
on differentiated teaching and resources 
to ensure that each student is fully 
included and challenged. 

All students are taught in small class sizes 
in all subjects across the Academy in 
Key Stage 3. All students study the core 
curriculum English, Mathematics and 
Science. Other subjects which will be 
covered include:

• Art 
• Technology
• Drama
• Modern Languages – French and 

Spanish
• Geography / History / Humanities / 

RE
• ICT
• Music
• Physical Education
• Food Technology
• Resistant Materials
• Biology, Chemistry, Physics

Key Stage 4:
All students study GCSE English Language, 
Mathematics, Science and core PE 
as part of their timetable. A range of 
academic and vocational subjects are 
offered to students in Key Stage 4, with a 
combination of setting and mixed ability 
groupings:

• Biology / Chemistry / Physics
• Geography / History / RE
• French / Spanish / Turkish
• Art / Photography
• BTEC Sport
• Business Studies and Economics
• ICT
• Music
• Photography
• Food Technology
• Resistant Materials



City of London Academy Islington



City of London Academy Islington

Religious 
Education 
and Collective 
Worship
The City of London Academy Islington is a non-denominational 
Academy which welcomes students of all faiths and none. 

In religious education classes, students are taught to explore, 
understand and respect all world faiths. Religious Education is 
taught in line with the National Curriculum. Examination courses 
are offered at GCSE level and in the Sixth Form. 

All Academy assemblies incorporate an opportunity for reflection 
and students are asked to reflect and consider the identified 
theme of the week. 

Parents have the right to withdraw children from Religious 
Education and from collective worship; alternative provision will 
be made for any pupils withdrawn. Parents who wish to exercise 
this right should contact the Principal.



Study Support
The aim of our Study Support programme is to provide all  
students with:
• Extra help with homework
• Exciting new learning opportunities
• To stretch the more able students
• Extra help with GCSE work and revision
• Extra help with literacy and numeracy
• More access to computers, the internet and the library

Study support is staffed by specialist colleagues and is held in the 
Library Tuesday – Thursday 4.00pm – 5.00pm.

Homework
Homework plays an important role in all curriculum areas and is 
set regularly. Teachers expect homework to be completed to a high 
standard and handed in on time. The completion of homework is 
compulsory and failure to do so is treated seriously.

Assessment  
and Reporting
Regular assessment ensures that students’ progress is carefully 
monitored and underachievement is addressed in a purposeful  
and timely manner.

This is achieved through:
• Close scrutiny of class work and homework
• Moderation of student work against national standards and targets
• Modular assessments at regular intervals throughout a subject course
• End of term assessments prior to the recording of termly reports

The information collected forms an ongoing student profile. Individual 
progress, both academic and social, is carefully monitored and 
reviewed by the Head of House.



Enrichment 
The Academy offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities and enrichment opportunities, both at 
lunchtimes and after school, at weekends and during 
holiday periods for our students. Visits, residential trips 
and ventures are also part of our provision and we 
encourage all students to get involved and take part.

There is also a comprehensive programme of before 
and after Academy hours, Saturday and holiday activities. 
These include booster classes, sport and recreation 
activities, Study Support, Breakfast Club, which is 
provided free for all students from 8.10am - 8.35am, 
and links into external bodies such as the Duke of 
Edinburgh and Youth Sport Awards. City University 
London contributes to our booster programmes 
through bridge and taster courses and provision for 
gifted and talented students.
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Young people will demonstrate their abilities in different 
ways, and if you have a gifted and talented child, you will 
want to further support their learning at home.

It is important that you feel supported as a parent and 
at the Academy we will work in partnership with you to 
ensure your child achieves excellence.
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Gifted and 
Talented
At the City of London Academy Islington, we like to use a range  
of measures to identify pupils who are gifted and talented:
• Data (SATs, teacher assessment, CATs and FFT)
• Pupil performance 
• Teacher recommendation / discussion with student
• Transition information from partner primary schools

In terms of curriculum provision for gifted and talented pupils, teachers 
at the Academy:
• Incorporate stretch and challenge in all lessons
• Model high quality work and provide exemplars
• Encourage all students to become ‘independent learners’
• Encourage learners through questioning and higher order  

thinking skills
• Offer extra lesson activities for the most able
• Highlight gifted and talented pupils on schemes of work and  

lesson plans
• Provide opportunities to study beyond GCSEs
• Fast Track GCSE programmes from Year 8/9

Pupils who are identified as gifted and talented are also given 
opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities and develop 
more holistically; therefore, the most able pupils are placed in new 
environments and offered fresh and exciting opportunities, such as:
• Working in partnership with feeder Primary schools to raise 

attainment
• Residential trips
• Mentoring 
• Fundraising for school events
• Working with our sponsors at City University London
• Annual Academy Drama / Musical production 
• Meeting politicians and local business people
• Joining the Book or Film Club
• Running a small business
• Standing for student council
• Becoming an Ambassador 
• Taking part in Academy and borough debates
• Trips, visits & workshops, in Britain and on the continent



Sixth Form
In our Sixth Form we offer every student:
•  A diverse and challenging academic curriculum 
•  Outstanding teaching from staff with a high degree of subject 

specialism and expertise, who offer excellent teaching ensuring 
the highest levels of pupil progress and achievement 

•  Small class sizes that enable us to provide personalised support 
and individual attention 

•  Great modern learning facilities, including a dedicated sixth form 
study room 

•  Fantastic enrichment and student leadership opportunities for  
all students 

•  Excellent support with progression to higher education or  
the workplace

We take great care with individual course guidance because we want 
our students to make informed decisions that reflect their interest, 
abilities and future plans.

Our enrichment programme offers students a wide range of 
opportunities to participate in engaging and enjoyable activities, 
including sports and fitness, a healthy cooking club, subject master 
classes, the Extended Project Qualification, university visits and peer 
mentoring programmes.

Our sixth form students play an important part in our House 
System. They are members of vertical tutor groups, comprising of 
students from Years 7 to 13. Sixth form students assist tutors by 
providing support and mentoring to younger students in their form. 
They act as reading buddies and help younger students develop 
their organisational and study skills. They also help facilitate extra-
curricular clubs and activities. This provides the sixth form students 
with a valuable opportunity to develop their leadership skills and 
demonstrate that they can be responsible and reliable young adults.

We offer excellent pastoral support to our pupils. All sixth form 
students will be allocated a personal tutor to support their progress and 
attainment and ensure their success in the sixth form. The sixth form 
tutoring programme also provides students with tailored support with 
progression to higher education or the workplace.  

It is our expectation that our students are given the academic 
grounding and support they require to progress to the top higher 
education institutions, including Russell Group universities. The vast 
majority of our students secure places in higher education following 
their time in the sixth form on a range of high quality degree 
programmes. This is owing to the expert support they are given to 
research, prepare and submit high quality university applications.

One of the crucial differences between school sixth forms  



One of the crucial differences between school sixth forms and 
colleges is that, as a school, we believe that we are accountable 
not just to students, but also to their parents and guardians.   
As such, we have a well established system of parents’ evenings 
and interim and full reports. Parents are informed on a regular 
basis of their child’s progress.  Target grades and expectations 
are made very clear to students and are shared with parents.  
Where there are problems with work or attendance, parents will 
be promptly informed. 
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Parent Information
The Academy works in partnership with parents and maintains regular 
contact to update them on their child’s progress.  This includes a termly 
progress report and an annual parents’ evening.

Parents and Carers are entitled to see any of the Academy policies, including 
Behaviour, Exclusions, Equal Opportunities, Bullying,  
Child Protection, Health and Safety, First Aid and Disability Access and the 
formal Complaints Process. 

Full details of the curriculum offered by the Academy, contact details and a full 
copy of all Ofsted reports will also be available on the Academy website.

Should you wish to see a copy of an Academy policy, or for further 
information, please call the Academy office. 
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Special 
Educational 
Needs
The Academy is an inclusive Academy and admits students with 
special educational needs on an equal basis with others. We 
support our students beyond the requirements and expectations 
laid out in the revised Code of Practice. 

Children with learning difficulties are given additional support 
by learning support teaching staff and learning mentors who are 
experienced in helping students with special educational needs.

Staff work with subject teachers to develop a range of teaching 
strategies and resources for use in the classroom. They also 
support individual students; identify literacy and numeracy 
difficulties; and develop and monitor individual education plans. 
The support team also provides assistance for bilingual learners 
whose first language is not English. 

Support is provided both in the classroom and, when necessary, 
through withdrawal from normal timetabled lessons. 

The systems used in the Academy allow staff to get to know  
their students and make an important contribution to the 
personalised education the Academy offers.  The Academy 
cultivates a strong working relationship between staff, students 
and their families. We believe that regular contact between these 
three key groups encourages students to become more effective, 
responsible learners.



Academy 
Governance
An Academy is an independently governed, state funded school 
which provides education free of charge to all students. The City 
of London Academy Islington is sponsored by the City of London 
Corporation and City, University of London, who have jointly 
contributed £2 million towards the capital cost of the project.

The Academy Governing Body was established as a new legal 
entity before the Academy opened in September 2008. The 
sponsors chair the Governing Body and encourage local people 
to become involved. 

Further information on the Governing Body is available and any 
enquiries should be directed to the Academy on the number 
provided in this prospectus. 
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Applications are then considered against the criteria set out below. 
The criteria is applied in the following order and subject to the 
application of fair banding: 

a) Children in public care

b) Admission of students whose siblings currently attend the 
Academy and who will continue to do so on the date of 
admission

c) Admission of students whose siblings currently attend the 
Richard Cloudesley special school and who will continue to  
do so on the date of admission

d) Up to ten students resident in the City of London. If more than 
ten students apply, selection within fair bands to be determined 
by drawing lots

e) Admission of students on the basis of proximity to the school 
using shortest safest walking distance from the main entrance  
of the Academy to the main entrance to the child’s home

Applications to the Academy will need to be made on the London 
Borough of Islington’s Common Application Form (CAF).

Admissions
The City of London Academy Islington is a non-selective school and 
serve children of all abilities. 

In the case of over-subscription, priority will be given to students  
with statements of Special Educational Needs where the Academy  
is named on the statement. 

City of London Academy Islington



Prebend Street  |  Islington  |  London  |  N1 8PQ

T: 020 7226 8611  |  E: info@colai.org.uk

www.colai.org.uk
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