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          05.06.2026 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Subject: Important Update: Changes to Free School Meal Eligibility from September 2026 
REMINDER 

We are writing to inform you of important upcoming changes to the national Free School Meals (FSM) 
eligibility criteria, aimed at supporting more families with school lunch costs. 
  
What is changing? 
From the start of the 2026/27 academic year (September 2026), the Department for Education is expanding 
FSM eligibility to include all households in receipt of Universal Credit. 
  
Previously, households receiving Universal Credit had to have an annual net earned income of less than 
£7,400 to qualify. This income cap is being removed. 
  
What this means for you 
If you are in receipt of Universal Credit—regardless of your earnings—you will likely be entitled to claim 
free school meals for your children from September 2026. 
  
Do I need to do anything now? 
Whilst entitlement is expanding, you will still be required to submit an application to receive the free 
meals however for now, we would be grateful if you could complete the short form below so that we can 
understand how many of our parent/carers are already in receipt of universal credit and will benefit from 
the change. 
  
https://forms.office.com/e/hsE30QpitM?origin=lprLink 
  
Please complete the form by Friday 22nd May 2026. 
  
Further details and next steps will be outlined to you over the next couple of weeks. 
  
Kind regards  
 
Mrs D Cunningham 
PA to the Principal and Office Manager 
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