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This is our update to keep you informed of upcoming events and successes at the academy

Dates for your diary

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April 2026 Easter Break

Parent Consultation Day -

VIS8 ST A0S Years 8 and 10 (10.00am - 6.00pm)

Thursday 23rd April 2026 Parent Programme Session 3

Parent Consultation Day — Years 8 and 10

Parent Consultation Day will take place on Monday 13th April 2026 for students in Years 8 and 10. This is
an important opportunity for parents, carers and students to meet with teachers to discuss progress, next
steps and how we can work together to ensure the best possible outcomes.

Please note the following arrangements:

e School will be closed to all students except those in Years 8 and 10 who have a scheduled appointment.

e Students in these year groups should attend their booked meetings with their parent/carer at the
allocated time and must be in full Academy uniform.

e Students in all other year groups will not attend school on this day.

Please click here for more information

A Level Economics Years 12 and 13 visited the Bank of England.

Understanding what the UK’s central bank does is integral to A level

Economics and the students enjoyed looking around the museum and

also receiving a talk on monetary policy from a Bank employee. They also

found out fascinating facts such as the Bank holds 400,000 gold bars in the
vaults underground and they got the chance to try and hold up a £1.6m gold bar
themselves.

Ms J. Davis
Teacher of Economics and Business
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Animal Experience Day

As part of the British Science Week celebrations, Animal Experience was invited to deliver a hands-on
session for our top Science Sparx leaderboard students. The event was organised as a reward for their
consistent homework completion and for taking part in independent learning challenges.

During the workshop, students met a variety of animals including a chinchilla, bearded dragon, sugar
glider, meerkat, blue-tongued skink, tenrec, milk snake, and royal python. The presenter explained the
background of each animal and where they originate from.

Students also had the opportunity to hold and gently touch the animals, and some even chose to have
snakes placed around their necks, making the experience both memorable and educational.

Ms H. Lala
Teacher of Science
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Aspens Services

Since September, the school has proudly partnered with Aspens Services - one of the UK’s most trusted
and highly rated school meal providers. Their dishes are not only nutritionally balanced and thoughtfully
designed to support student wellbeing, but also carefully prepared and presented to make mealtimes
genuinely enjoyable. This partnership reflects our ongoing commitment to offering high quality, appealing
meals that help students thrive throughout the school day

What Aspens Services say of themselves...

“It’s pretty simple... we feed children and staff at schools and colleges.
Our kitchens provide delicious home cooked food each day and cater for individual dietary requirements

We want everyone who eats with us to look forward to their mealtimes, love what they have to eat and
then have the energy for everything else that the day has to offer.

We don’t just provide food, we play our part to educate children and raise awareness about nutrition, food
and where it comes from, so that they can make informed and mindful choices.”




The Almedia Youth Project

The Almeida’s youth project, “Unlocked” brought together schools from around Islington with professional
creative producers to create what can only be billed as electric new theatre. Not only did students devise
their own work but they rehearsed and perfected it along with lights and sound technicians culminating in
a performance on a professional stage in front of a live audience.

The creativity on display from young members of our student body was truly a sight to behold. Even in
the face of nerves and excitement in equal measure, COLAI students took to the boards of the Almeida
and conducted themselves with great aplomb. Well done to all involved and thank you to the Almeida for
bringing such an experience to our school.

Mr M. Smith
Teacher of Music




Shout Outs

Summer A, Frankie H, Yahya D

Year 11

Concerted effort by all three in Maths to engage in lessons,
improve homework completion and be prepared for exams.

George S

Year 8

Remaining focused and working very hard in revision lessons
before his AP.

Maimouna B

Year 11

For showing persistence and determination to improve her
French and make the jump to higher tier. Her hard work and
effort paid off in AP2.

Esdras L

Well done to Esdras for his contribution in science lessons,
providing additional knowledge (from books he has read) to
his answers!

Nahia V

Year 9

Excellent tonal drawing in her Art AP2.

Mardin S

Year 11

Really excellent effort in AP2!

Hafsa B

Year 11

You have made a strong start to year 11, showing outstanding
effort in lessons and in your maths assessment. Keep it up!

Donisha O

Year 10

Donisha makes an exceptional effort to complete her home
work early and always tries the additional challenge in her
maths lessons. As a result of this effort she is making strong
progress and is an asset to our school.

Delina R C, Eshaal M

Participating in Debate Mate competition.

Taylor S

Participating in Debate Mate competition.

Rhys M, Safia A

Excellent representatives of COLAI at the Old Vic Theatre -
perfect behaviour and a credit to the Academy.

Ruby M

Ruby was really determined to do well in her History lesson
- asking great questions, writing quickly and accurately, and
with super focus and behaviour. Well done Ruby!

Valentina V

Improved effort in her science work and participation in
lesson.

Huseyin C

Outstanding effort on AP2.

Kenzy B, Adrian K, Deborah T,
Temesegen S, Taylor S

Adam E, Joan N

Mama D, Mayah K, Megan M,
Alice C, Evelyn S

Khuran B

Topping their History class in the AP2 test. Well done!

Top of their class for AP2 in History - nice work!

Top of their class for the History AP2 test. Excellent effort and
execution!

Excellent start to his Mathematics at COLAI including Sparx
Completion.




