
 
 

This is our weekly update to keep you informed of upcoming events and weekly successes 
30th Sept 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

A Successful and Inspiring Open Evening 

Wednesday 24th September was a wonderful showcase of our Academy. Families from across the community 

filled our corridors and classrooms to discover the opportunities that await future students. 

We are incredibly proud of our student ambassadors, who impressed visitors with their enthusiasm and 

professionalism. Acting as tour guides and classroom assistants across every curriculum area, they answered 

questions with confidence and ensured guests felt warmly welcomed. 

The feedback from parents and prospective students has been overwhelmingly positive, praising not only the 

vibrant atmosphere of the evening but especially the courtesy, knowledge and pride shown by our students. 

A big thank you to all staff and students who helped make the event such a success. It was wonderful to celebrate of our 

Academy community and the exciting learning journey we offer.             Mr Glees - Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 2nd October Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 9th October  Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 16th October  Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 13th November  Sixth Form Open Evening  (4.00pm - 6.00pm) 



Town Hall Meeting with Mayor Jackson 

Islington’s Youth Councillors, School Reps and a 

Peer Advocate recently attended a meeting 

held in the parlour at the Town Hall with Mayor 

Jackson. 

During the meeting, the youth counsellors 

provided details of the priorities which they will 

be focusing on during their 2-year term in 

office and an update on what they have 

achieved since the election. 

The young people provided details of 

participation events and activities they have 

been involved in over the summer which are 

detailed below. 

 

•  The Youth Councillors attended the meeting with the Local Youth Transformation team from the 

 Department for Culture, Media, and Sport (DCMS).The LYT Pathfinder is a government pilot supporting 

 12 local authorities, including Islington, to improve youth services. 

•  Young people met with Managers from Targeted Youth Support, to share opinions of possible images 

 and words to be displayed on the new youth bus.  

•  The Youth Councillors  attended the Robbery Prevention Summer Event at Whittington Park on Monday 

 18 August. This included encouraging children to take part in activities being offered by Arsenal. 

•  Taken part in a photoshoot and filming for the Youth Safety Strategy Film. 

• School Reps and Youth Councillors are working with staff on Islington’s Child Friendly Strategy. 

• We are proud that Joey Y in Year 11 has been involved in these activities as an Islington Youth Councillor. 

  
 
Raj Jalota  
Children and Young People’s Participation Officer 

Youth and Community Services  

 

 



MCAS (My Child At School)  Parent Communication Website and App 

A reminder that the Academy has moved to a new Management Information System, BromCom, which has a 

parent-facing app called "My Child At School" (MCAS).  

If you have not yet logged in to your My Child at School (MCAS) account please do the following… 

Submit the email address that you gave the school when registering your child, on the password reset page on 

the link below. 

Password Reset Page 

When you have done this, you will be emailed the 

instructions to create your own password.  

You will then be able to login to your MCAS account from 

the link below. 

MCAS Login Page 

More information can be found on the webpage below. 

MCAS Information 

If you have any further access issues, please email your 

queries to; 

whyteandrew@colai.org.uk 

 

Mr Whyte 

Media Resources and Design Manager 

 

 

 

Vertex and City Year 

A huge thank you to Vertex for supporting our City Year 

volunteers with their creative handiwork.  Thanks to their 

generosity, the Academy now boasts a wonderful new set of 

furniture and beautifully prepared stationery packs for our 

students. 

 

Mr Glees  
Principal 

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSForgottenLogin
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin
https://www.cola.org.uk/mcas/
mailto:whyteandrew@colai.org.uk
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSForgottenLogin


Shout Outs 

Adam l 7  Demonstrated outstanding manners and citizenship in resolving an issue in the 
canteen! 

Ms Esber 

Alice P-S 9  Great work in class and excellent Sparx maths homework! Mr Swart 

Benny H 10  Fantastic start to BTEC Sport! Ms Mustafa 

Brooklyn M 7  Joint 1st place across Year 7 in the cooper run test! Ms Mustafa 

Daisy S 7  Joint 1st place across Year 7 in the cooper run test! Ms Mustafa 

Damola T 11 Always wanting to help others. Mr Smith 

Deborah T 8  Great start and great enthusiasm in Maths. Mr Gardiner 

Esdras L 8  Esdras has been consistently contributing to his science lessons and has maintained a 
positive attitude to his learning. 

Ms Shah 

Ethan L 7  Ethan asked and answered challenging questions in maths that kept us on our toes. 
Ethan shows responsibility and integrity in his contributions to our learning. 

Ms Hippolyte 

Freddy F 10  Outstanding start to BTEC Sport. Mr Smith 

George S 10  Superb start in BTEC Sport. Mr Smith 

Hannah A  11 Outstanding work during tutor time. Mr Smith 

Jamie D 11 Made a great start to the first full academic week. Dr Hatimy 

Jay M 10  Fantastic start to BTEC Sport! Ms Mustafa 

Jordon C 7  Great start to year 7! Calm, considerate and personable in all his interactions. Mr Gardiner 

Kamber L 10  Excellent start to the year maths. Arrives to every lesson with a fantastic attitude, 
ready to learn.  

Mr Jacobs  

Kendra C 10  Kendra showed exceptional focus, ambition and curiosity in her maths lesson. Her 
presentation was impeccable and she asked and answered challenging questions, 
making a valuable contribution to our learning. 

Ms. Hippolyte 

Lois S 9  Excellent behaviour, presentation and written work from Lois in our double history 
lesson. Well done! 

Mr. Field 

Matthew F 11 Matthew worked hard in his maths lesson to ask and answer challenging questions. He 
showed responsibility in his approach to his work and sought help and guidance when 
he was stuck. Most of all Matthew is unfailingly polite and respectful, which creates a 
positive classroom atmosphere.  

Ms Hippolyte 

Megan C-S 11 Fantastic academic start to year 11. Dr Hatimy 

Mohamed A 10  Fantastic start to the idea with enthusiasm and great application. Mr Gardiner 

Naomi B 9  Demonstrated calm and patience in trying circumstances. Ms Esber 

Oscar C 8  Logging into homework site on the day it was set and spotting and reporting a 
problem! 

Mr Gardiner 

Sameera N 10  Fantastic start to BTEC Sport! Ms Mustafa 

Sarah O 9  Fantastic work and contributions in Maths so far! Mr Lai 

Shay N  8  Attending all lessons with a very positive mindset and contributing to class discussions 
very effectively. 

Ms Shah 

Shiloh N 8  Attending all lessons with a very positive mindset and contributing to class discussions 
very effectively. 

Ms Shah 

Taejah O-M 11 Excellent work on Sparx Maths! Mr Swart 

Tameka T 8  Showing kindness and initiative in helping out and reassuring a new pupil from year 7. Mr Gardiner  

Teddie G 8  Great start to year in maths! Mr Swart 

Thomas O 10  Fantastic start to BTEC Sport! Ms Mustafa 



COLAI Learning Habits 

At COLAI, we are committed to ensuring that every student, including those with Special Educational Needs 

(SEN), is actively engaged in their learning. This year, all our teachers are using a set of evidence-based 

Learning Habits across the classroom to support participation and understanding for all learners. 

STAR (Sit up straight, Track the speaker, Arms folded on the desk, Ready to respond), choral response and 

repetition, the use of mini whiteboards, checking for listening, ruler reading, no hands up questioning, and 

turn and talk are the consistent routines being used to help create a focused learning environment and give 

every student the tools to succeed. 

At the start of term, all students took part in carefully planned sessions introducing these habits, and it has 

been fantastic to see so many already using them confidently in lessons. These habits are not just routines - 

they're powerful learning tools that support memory, focus, and inclusive participation. 

We look forward to continuing to build on this strong foundation throughout the year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


