
 
 

This is our weekly update to keep you informed of upcoming events and weekly successes 
22nd Sept 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Welcome back 

It has been wonderful to welcome our students back to the Academy, and to see so many of them make a 
positive start. Over 4000 Achievement Points have been awarded in the first five days alone. We look forward to 
continuing to celebrate our students' successes as the year continues. 

 

 

Open Evening 

Our annual Open Evening for prospective parents and students will take place on Wednesday 24th September, 
starting at 4:00pm. To allow staff sufficient time to prepare the Academy for the event, there will be an early 
finish for all students on that day: 

•  Years 7–9: Dismissed at 12:40pm 

• Years 10–13: Dismissed at 1:20pm 

All students will be offered a hot meal before they leave. 

Some students may also be invited to volunteer and support the event in various roles. Further details regarding 
this opportunity will be shared separately. 

 

 

COLAI Learning Habits 

At COLAI, we are committed to ensuring that every student, including those with Special Educational Needs 
(SEN), is actively engaged in their learning. This year, all our teachers are using a set of evidence-based Learning 
Habits across the classroom to support participation and understanding for all learners. 

STAR (Sit up straight, Track the speaker, Arms folded on the desk, Ready to respond), choral response and 
repetition, the use of mini whiteboards, checking for listening, ruler reading, no hands up questioning, and 
turn and talk are the consistent routines being used to help create a focused learning environment and give 
every student the tools to succeed. 

At the start of term, all students took part in carefully planned sessions introducing these habits, and it has been 
fantastic to see so many already using them confidently in lessons. These habits are not just routines - they're 
powerful learning tools that support memory, focus, and inclusive participation. 

We look forward to continuing to build on this strong foundation throughout the year. 

Wednesday 24th September  
Open Evening (4.00pm - 7.30pm) 

Presentations are at 4:10pm & 6:30pm 

Thursday 2nd October Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 9th October  Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 16th October  Open Morning - 9am Tour and Presentation   

Thursday 13th November  Sixth Form Open Evening  (4.00pm - 6.00pm) 



MCAS (My Child At School)  

A reminder that the Academy has moved to a new Management Information System, Bromcom, which has a 
parent-facing app called "My Child At School" (MCAS). Details on how to set up an account can be found here:  

If you have not yet activated and logged in to your My Child At School (MCAS) account, you can do so by 
following the instructions to reset your password in the link below, 

 

Login process for the MCAS Account 

 

More information can be found on this webpage - MCAS Setup 

 

 

The Importance of Regular Attendance 

Consistent school attendance is essential for student success. When students attend school regularly, they stay 

engaged in their learning, build strong study habits, and develop important social skills. Missing even a few 

days can make it difficult to keep up with lessons and assignments. While we understand that illnesses and 

emergencies happen, we encourage families to prioritize attendance whenever possible. Together, we can 

support our students in building a strong foundation for their future! 

 

 

Medical and dental appointments  

To avoid disruption to your child's attendance due to routine medical and dental appointments, you should try 

and book them outside of the school day whenever reasonably possible. When this is unavoidable, you should 

inform the school 48 hours in advance. We will not authorise a whole day for a medical appointment. You 

child is expected to attend school before and/or after their appointment. Please collect your child as close to 

the time of the appointment as possible and return them to school for the rest of the school day afterwards.  

https://www.colai.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/HOW-TO-RESET-YOUR-PASSWORD-LOGIN-TO-MCAS.pdf
https://www.colai.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/HOW-TO-RESET-YOUR-PASSWORD-LOGIN-TO-MCAS.pdf
https://www.cola.org.uk/mcas/
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSForgottenLogin
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSForgottenLogin


Shout Outs 

Adem P 8  For being helpful during Ready to Learn.  Ms Agirbas 

Amy N 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 

Benny H 10  Great focus and knowledge shown in Religious Studies. Mr Woracker 

Dolly B 10  Excellent and enthusiastic start to English. Mr Porter 

Eldana B 7  Excellent start to English with great enthusiasm! Miss Melville 

Elijah K 11 Excellent hard work in English! Miss Melville 

Elze S 13 Great start to coursework. Ms Theodotou 

Ephraim O 11 Improvement in attitude to learning.  Adam Smith 

Ezekiel M 12 Amazing engagement in his sociology lessons, drawing on prior knowledge from GCSE to 
contribute fully to class discussions and facilitate his peers understanding of concepts. 

Mrs Jahur  

Felicity O 9  Detailed answers and lovely presentation in English. Mr Porter 

Harrison C 7  Excellent start to English with great enthusiasm! Miss Melville 

Hiwet M 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 

Holger L 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 

Hosea A 9  Great knowledge shown in Religious Studies. Mr Woracker 

Ije O 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 

Jaden W 9  He is a superstar. cunningham 

Jessy N 8  Excellent start to her geography lesson and year together today. Well done Jessy - good 
focus! 

Mr. Field 

Jiyan C 8  Excellent hard work in English with great enthusiasm! Miss Melville 

Joey Y 11 Outstanding start to year 11. Mr Smith 

jordelinnie 10  Has demonstrated great reliability and responsibility during form time. Miss Cleary 

Mahamed H 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 

Maira M 7  For making a great start to Year 7 and setting a very positive example of how to behave 
in Ready to Learn. Well done! 

Mr Samrai 

Mardin S 11 Outstanding start to Y11 English - absolutely amazing! Ms Theodotou 

Musa R 13 Great start to coursework. Ms Theodotou 

Nathan N 7  Exemplary behaviour and attitude to learning. Miss Olarinde 

Oliver H 9  Detailed answers and excellent contributions in English. Mr Porter 

Ollie B 11 100% attendance in year 11. Huge improvement.  Adam Smith 

Rahil A 11 Outstanding effort in maths. Adam Smith  

Regan T 12 Polite and friendly in his first days at COLAI. Ms T 

Ridwaan G 7  For demonstrating an exemplary level of maturity and positive attitude towards staff 
and peers while always being polite and respectful. 

Mr Samrai 

Romei A 8  For having a really strong start in Spanish this year by always challenging himself and 
being ready to contribute. 

Mr Samrai 

Sameera N 10  Wonderful attitude and detailed work in English. Mr Porter 

Shasha A 9  Brilliantly engaged during her double History lesson this week. Smart questions and 
then reaching sophisticated judgements. Super stuff Shasha! 

Mr. Field 

Sienna T-P 9  Friendly, helpful and positive in all that she does. Mr Porter 

Soleyana K 8  Great start to her Maths lessons. Mr McLean 

Sophia F 7  Excellent start to English with great enthusiasm! Miss Melville 

Summer A 11 Efforts in Maths. Mr. McLean 

Valerie D 8  Excellent hard work in English with great enthusiasm! Miss Melville 

Yann L 11 Fantastic summer English work! Ms Theodotou 



 

Cashless payments with Parent Pay 

The school now operates with cashless payments only via your Parent Pay account.  

https://www.parentpay.com/ 

 

 

Free School Meals  

If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, the full cost of the meal will still be covered. Please check if you 

are eligible by checking this link for eligibility https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/help-with-

childcare-and-family-costs/free-school-meals-and-uniform-grant . 

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you would like to discuss eligibility for free school meals, please do 

not hesitate to contact the school office via email on info@colai.org.uk. 

 

 

Absence Management 

If a child is absent from school, the parent must contact the school by phone on 020 7226 8611, or by email at 
attendance@colai.org.uk, before the start of the school day. Unless a reason for absence is given within five 
days of the missed session it will be recorded as ‘Unexplained’. Please note that, in line with our absence policy, 
any absences due to illness within the first month of the new academic year require medical evidence in order 
to be authorised. 

 
 

Uniform 

Please be reminded of our uniform policy, details of which can be found here: https://www.colai.org.uk/
community/students-and-parents/uniform/. The uniform policy remains unchanged from previous years, apart 
from the addition of the lanyard and student card as mandatory items. While we are committed to supporting 
students and families in resolving any uniform-related issues, please note that students whose uniform does 
not meet the required standards—and where the issue cannot be immediately rectified—will not be permitted 
to attend lessons until the matter is resolved.  

Thank you for parents' support in ensuring such a high-standard in student presentation this academic year. 

https://www.parentpay.com/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.islington.gov.uk%2Fchildren-and-families%2Fhelp-with-childcare-and-family-costs%2Ffree-school-meals-and-uniform-grant&data=05%7C02%7CWhyteAndrew%40colai.org.uk%7Cfe20c6c5c0694d6226ba08ddbfc
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.islington.gov.uk%2Fchildren-and-families%2Fhelp-with-childcare-and-family-costs%2Ffree-school-meals-and-uniform-grant&data=05%7C02%7CWhyteAndrew%40colai.org.uk%7Cfe20c6c5c0694d6226ba08ddbfc
mailto:info@colai.org.uk
mailto:attendance@colai.org.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colai.org.uk%2Fcommunity%2Fstudents-and-parents%2Funiform%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWhyteAndrew%40colai.org.uk%7C3fdeff24dce54359460108ddf11f1981%7C1d32894932564241b7e39f74436876c3%7C0%7C0%7C638931
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colai.org.uk%2Fcommunity%2Fstudents-and-parents%2Funiform%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWhyteAndrew%40colai.org.uk%7C3fdeff24dce54359460108ddf11f1981%7C1d32894932564241b7e39f74436876c3%7C0%7C0%7C638931

