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What is the department intent What does this look like in lessons? 

The music provision at COLAI host extensive 
facilities to allow all students the opportunity to 
excel. Each Key Stage 3 class has one lesson a week 
and a wide and varied curriculum is studied with 
the intention of harbouring a lifelong appreciation 
and understanding of the subject. A diverse arts 
education not only benefits students musically but 
can also help develop key interchangeable skills 
that are important throughout school and their 
subsequent careers including independence, 
problem solving and working as a part of a team.  

 

The school also facilitates pupils learning an 
instrument on a one-to-one basis with visiting 
specialist teachers. These include the piano, guitar, 
drums, violin and cello as well as a variety of brass 
and woodwind instruments and singing lessons. 
Regular practice of an instrument also fosters an 
appreciation for the value of hard work, discipline 
and dedication.  

• Students actively explore both practical and 
theoretical elements of music 

 

• Students are encouraged to share their own 
thoughts and opinions about music from all 
over the world and different periods of 
history as well as current popular music 

 

• Students create their own music and share 
their work with their peers 

 

• Students develop creative skills and critical 
thinking as well as teamwork and leadership 
skills 

• Students utilise ICT for create and record 
their music 

 

• Students can explore music further through 
a wide range of extra-curricular activities 
and peripatetic music lessons 

Department: Music 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

7 
Rhythm and 

pitch 

Instruments 

of the 

orchestra 

Cartoon music 12 bar blues Minimalism Melody 

Sequencing explained: 

Rhythm and pitch form the building blocks of creating music. This module aims to ensure that all learners are able 

notate and read basic rhythmic notation. For some this may have been covered in KS2. Most of the practical aspect 

of this module are done with body percussion, vocal percussion and basic classroom instruments. 

Instruments of the orchestra broadens the horizons of learners to the different types of sounds that can be created. 

It also leads well into some of them perhaps choosing to join an ensemble and learn an instrument on a one-to-one 

or group basis. 

Cartoon music helps learners contextualise that music is all consuming and that key elements of music (pitch, tempo 

etc.) are linked to terms in their everyday vocabulary. It helps build up understanding and use of these terms in a 

musical context. 

12 bar blues provides the first step into working with keyboards and forming basic chords. This also develops fine-

motor and movement skills and starts to open the door to basic improvisation. Minimalism is a well-structured way 

of introducing composition in an accessible, binary way (note or rest). This also helps the learners understand the 

strong links between music and mathematics whilst allowing them to be creative. This builds on their rhythmic 

notation and reading skills. 

Melody extends on previous knowledge by adding pitch to our skill set. Learners will be expected to notate and read 

notes in the treble clef in a variety of different rhythm patterns and transfer those skills into keyboard playing. 
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Department: Music 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

8 
Music of 

India 
The Blues Film Music Skills in music 

African 

drumming 

Background 

music 

Sequencing explained: 

Music of India and African Drumming allow learners to begin to apply their skills but in the context of 

music from other cultures. Each unit also lends itself well to specific musical techniques and instruments 

as well as developing an understanding and appreciation for non-Western musical traditions. 

The Blues builds from the 12 bar blues module and facilitates the combination of chords and melody in 

keyboard composition. 

Film Music and Background music build on the appreciation and understanding of music and its uses in 

contemporary situations such as movies, online media and even in day-to-day life. These units also begin 

to incorporate ICT software (BandLab) into the learners repertoire of skills. 

Skills in music advance students theory knowledge incorporating more complexed rhythm patterns and 

the bass clef. 

 

9 
Listen and identify 

(aural skills) 
Samba TV adverts Song writing Fusion Rap & hip hop 

Sequencing explained: 

Listen and identify helps to develop the aural skills that learners would need should they wish to continue 

music into KS4. This includes furthering their knowledge of musical instruments and forms and 

techniques of composition used by key composers from the classical and popular music canons. 

Samba and Fusion continue to broaden horizons regarding music from other cultures. All of these 

cultures feature significantly in the OCR GCSE music syllabus, so it also provides an introduction and pre-

learning for those who choose to continue. 

TV adverts use popular references to continue the understanding and appreciation of how popular music 

is used in different contexts. It also harbours an understanding of the need for composers to write to a 

brief if an advert uses original music to sell a specific product. 

Song writing and rap and hip hop are designed to be the most accessible, particularly for those who are 

not choosing to continue with music into KS4. These genres are the most popular with learners so 

provides a framework for composition using ICT that is relevant and up to date as well as being mostly 

student-led. 




