
COLAI Curriculum Map   

 

 

What is the department intent What does this look like in lessons? 

At COLAI the performing arts curriculum aims to 
develop inquisitive, imaginative, and independent 
learners who use the arts to understand the world 
around them. 

Through a process of creating, developing, 
performing, and evaluating students study a range 
of topics allow students to develop an 
understanding and appreciation of the arts formed 
in a contemporary society and throughout the 
world. Through structured discovery, teamwork 
and class discussion students will develop a 
respectful curiosity for performance in and beyond 
the classroom. 

The Performing Arts curriculum encourages 
students to develop an understanding and 
appreciation of all aspects of the creative arts. We 
encourage free thinking and creativity guiding 
student to be able to form and express opinions in 
robust and eloquent ways. 

 

• Students practically explore themes and 
scripts with curiosity and resilience. 

 

• Skills are used confidently and are relevant 
to the performance. 

 

• Students are able to vocalise their thoughts, 
opinions and ideas. 

 

• Students develop their performance skills 
experimenting in different groups  

Department: Drama 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

7 

Performing 

from a 

Script 

Theatre 

History: 

Pantomime 

The Magic of 

Theatre 

Heroes Exploring 

Shakespeare 

Exploring 

Shakespeare 

Sequencing explained: Students start exploring a script to learn basic skills and techniques before 

starting to explore theatre history and themes where they apply these skills. As they explore themes, we 

develop the complexity of techniques used encourage students to be more creative on the execution of 

the performances they create. 

8 

Inside Out Haunted 

Mansion 

Murder 

Mystery 

Theatre 

History: 

Commedia 

Dell’Arte 

Practitioner 

Study 

Practitioner 

and Text Study 

Sequencing explained: In year 8 we build on skills learnt in year 7 and encourage students to challenge 

themselves as performers and create well developed and interesting characters. Students study more 

challenging themes and, texts and practitioners similar to texts studied at GCSE to encourage creativity 

and challenge students to use Drama as a vehicle to educate and entertain audiences. 

9 
Stan V 

Brecht 

Representati

on in Theatre 

Healthy 

Relationships 

Warhorse Warhorse Blood Brothers 

Sequencing explained: The year 9 curriculum challenges students to use Drama as a tool to explore 

themes and challenge concepts. This year challenges students to push their thoughts and opinions and 

open them up to the opinions of others. Students are expected to be able to support their ideas and 

opinions and recognise the opinions of others. This year reflects the GCSE specification to encourage 

students to take GCSE Drama. 




