
25th Sept 

This is our weekly update to keep you informed of upcoming events and weekly successes.  

 
Key Dates for your Diary 

 
Update from the Principal 

It has been a very positive start to the term, and it has been wonderful to see so many of our students 
showing a genuine commitment to their learning in their lessons. There has been a notable improvement 
in the effort students are putting into their work, alongside an underlying culture of respect between all 
members of the Academy community. This progress is also reflected in the majority of students arriving on 
time, in the correct uniform, and well-prepared with all their equipment. For more information on our 
uniform requirements, please visit:   

https://www.colai.org.uk/parents/uniform/ 

Excellent attendance remains critical to your child's education, and students should attend school 
whenever possible. If your child must be absent or you need to request leave of absence for an 
appointment, please email attendance@colai.org.uk with as much advance notice as possible. This will 
help us process requests promptly and ensure absences are correctly recorded on our registers. 

Thank you for your continued support 

Mr L Glees 

Principal 

 

 

Lloyds Skillsbuilder Careers Workshop  

On Monday 23rd September employees from Lloyds TSB came to deliver a workshop to a group of year 
students as part of our career’s education. The session was focused on designing a product to reduce 

Thursday 26th September  Open Morning - 9:00am tour and presentation 

Thursday 3rd October Open Morning - 9:00am tour and presentation 

Thursday 10th October Open Morning - 9:00am tour and presentation 

Monday 30th September - Friday 11th October  Year 11 and Year 13 Assessments 

Thursday 17th October  Sixth Form Open Evening - 4:30pm to 7:00pm 

Thursday 24th October  Year 13 Parent’s Evening 

28th October - Friday 1st November  Half Term  

Wednesday 6th November  Parent Session: Personal Development - 4:30pm 

https://www.colai.org.uk/parents/uniform/


power consumption in Lloyds bank branches. During the workshop students had the opportunity to 
develop the following skills:  

The 8 Essential Skillsbuilder Skills www.skillsbuilder.org 

1. Listening 

2. Speaking 

3. Problem Solving 

4. Creativity 

5. Staying Positive 

6. Aiming High 

7. Leadership 

8.   Teamwork 

Our students really engaged with the workshop and were a credit to the academy.  

Leonat year 8  

Today I learnt leadership skills and the key skills that could help me acquire a job in the future. I learnt how 
to work as a team and listen to others. I also learnt how to speak in front of a crowd confidently. I learnt 
about how Lloyd’s are trying to be environmentally friendly. Overall, this workshop has been incredibly 
beneficial in helping me develop essential leadership skills and gain a better understanding of the qualities 
employers value. I am grateful for the opportunity to attend this session.  

 
 
Parents’ and Carers’ Personal Development Workshop 

On Wednesday 6th November, we will be holding a workshop for parents and carers about our Personal 
Development Programme, including the Academy’s rewards scheme, extra-curricular activities, trips and 
visits, student leadership and our Combined Cadet Force. We are proud of the wide range of opportunities 
we provide for our students at COLAI, so they develop into responsible, respectful and active citizens who 
are able to become actively involved in public life as adults. Please join us for this event where you will be 
able to hear from some of our students about how they have benefited from these wider experiences. This 
session will begin at 4:30pm and refreshments will be provided. An invitation to sign up will be shared 
nearer to the time of the event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skillsbuilder.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWhyteAndrew%40colai.org.uk%7C2778fb69a4f84695c94e08dcdbd6146a%7C1d32894932564241b7e39f74436876c3%7C0%7C0%7C638626959715105334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW

