
COLAI Curriculum Map  
 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

Unit title & 
description 

Actions and consequences 
 
A study of myths, legends and fantasy with a specific 
focus on how language, genre and form are 
manipulated to inform and entertain readers 

Language and Literature through the ages 
 
A study of texts ranging from old English to the 
present day 

Adversity and Injustice 
 
A study of a range of texts that looks at how literature 
portrays marginalised and mistreated people and how 
they respond to and overcome adversity 

Sequencing - Why is 
this taught and 

now? 

• This unit introduces the study of a number of texts 
from a specific set of genres and the tropes that go 
with them 

• There is a specific focus on looking at the use of 
symbolism and figurative language 

• Having established the basics of language and 
literature study, contextual reference, we will now 
look at the way the writer uses language to 
manipulate the reader 

• Mastery strands; focus P3 - 2 

• This unit introduces the narrative of how language 
and literature has developed over time 

• It introduces the importance of historical content 
and how it informs texts 

• A focus on linking texts from different time 
periods and of comparison 

• Mastery strands; focus P3 - 2 

• A highly engaging unit that introduces students to a 
number of texts from different cultures.   

• No single text linking to a single feeder school that 
excludes others 

• Aspiration and challenging start to KS3 
Introducing mastery strands; focus P3 - 2 

Knowledge and skills 
 

• An understanding of Greek myths and their cultural 
context; in Ancient Greece and in contemporary 
society. 

• A study of fairy tales and how these become morality 
stories 

• A study of early 20thC retellings of fables and how 
these have been subverted 

• Specific generic tropes 
• Comparison of texts from different eras 
• Identification and Retrieval P1 – 2 
• Inference & deduction P1 - 2 
• Context P3 – 2 
• Language, form and structure P1 - 2 
• An analysis of setting, plot, characters and  themes. 
• Mode continuum / sequential writing 
• Inference and predictions 
• Oracy – debate week on a moral issue raised by the 

texts 
 

• Fantasy fiction, myth and legends in British 
literature including Chaucer, Beowulf, 
Shakespeare, Romantic poetry to modern texts 

• Development of the English language through 
time 

• Identification and Retrieval P1 – 2 
• Inference & deduction P1 - 2 
• Context P3 – 2 
• Language, form and structure P1 - 2 
• An analysis of setting, plot, characters and  

themes. 
• Comparison across texts 
• Analysis of poetic / literary devices 
• Contextual knowledge ranging from the middle 

ages to the present day 
• Creative writing 
• Ability to assimilate and apply the style of old 

English writing 
• Writing from a range of stimuli 
• Stylistic Vocabulary and punctuation 
• Oracy – presentation / debate week on a 

language issue rasied by the texts (slang, age etc) 

• American poetry and prose from the 1920s-60s to 
include Maya Angelou, Sylvia Plath, Martin Luther King, 
Langston Highes 

• Modern Gothic text - Coraline 
• Examination of the use of language and literature across 

texts from different cultures and genres 
• Identification and Retrieval P1 – 2 
• Inference & deduction P1 - 2 
• Context P3 – 2 
• Language, form and structure P1 - 2 
• An analysis of setting, plot, characters and  themes. 
• Comparison across texts 
• Analysis of poetic / literary devices 
• Contextual knowledge of early 20th C America and 

British Asian culture 
Creative and transactional writing 

Retrieval practice inc 
revisited prior 
knowledge and skills 

• Students will have studied genres at KS2 and be 
introduced to the term tropes 

• Supporting inferences with evidence KS2 
• Analysing use of language both literal and figurative 

KS2 

• Students will have studied old and middle English 
in KS2 albeit at a basic level 

• Supporting inferences with evidence KS2 
• Analysing use of language both literal and 

figurative KS2 

• Making comparisons across texts KS2 
• Supporting inferences with evidenceKS2 
• Analysing use of language both literal and figurative 

KS2 
• Articulate arguments and opinions KS2 

Subject:  English Year group: Year 7 



Write using the appropriate register, style and with 
grammatical consistency KS2 

• Write using the appropriate register, style and 
with grammatical consistency KS2 

Write using the appropriate register, style and with 
grammatical consistency KS2 

Literacy including 
extended writing 

• A range of Greek myths in modern translation 
• Hans Christian Anderson fables 
• Oscar Wilde’s fables 
• Decoding different forms of English 
• Key Vocabulary from texts 
• Tier 1 & 2 spelling and vocabulary tested weekly 
• Whole text reading 

 

• Chaucer; Beowulf; Shakespeare’s sonnets; 
Romantic poetry; Black British poets 

• Decoding different forms of English 
• Key Vocabulary from texts 
• Tier 1 & 2 spelling and vocabulary tested weekly 
• Whole text reading 
• Extending analytical, imaginative and 

transactional writing 
 

• A range of American Literature from the 1920s to the 
present; including Maya Angelou, Sylvia Plath and 
Harper Lee. 

• Modern Gothic text - Coraline 
• Key Vocabulary from texts 
• Tier 1 & 2 spelling and vocabulary tested weekly 
• Whole text reading 
• Extending analytical, imaginative and transactional 

writing 

Numeracy • Identifying tropes and contrasting across texts • Venn Diagrams 
• Timelines 
• Awareness of change in time period 

• Timelines 
• An awareness of eras in time 
• How prose is structured through different perspectives 

presented in chapter format 

Personalised 
challenge for all: 

SEND, HPA 

• Vocabulary banks and differentiated texts  
• TA support for students 
• Mastery strands 2-4 as part of challenge tasks 
• Differentiated vocabulary / spelling tests 

• Vocabulary banks and differentiated texts 
• Dual – coded activities and resources 
• Summary tasks 
• TA support for students 
• Mastery strands 2-4 as part of challenge tasks 
• Differentiated vocabulary / spelling tests 

• Vocabulary banks and differentiated texts 
• Dual – coded activities and resources 
• Speed reading 
• TA support for students 
• Mastery strands 2-4 as part of challenge tasks 

Differentiated vocabulary / spelling tests 

Enrichment and 
Cultural 
Learning  

 

• Modern adaptations of Greek myths through poetry 
and  short stories. 

• An appreciation of diversity as espoused through 
Wilde’s portrayal of society  

• Historical and modern responses to the texts 
studied 

• An appreciation of the diversity of modern British 
/ English texts 

• An understanding of American Literature to promote 
tolerance in society 
An examination of cross cultural intolerance and what 
it takes to bridge generational and cultural divides 

British values and 
SMSC 
 
 

• The development of morality; respect and tolerance. 
 

• Understanding the development of British 
culture and society from the early and middle 
ages to the present day 

• The importance of respect; tolerance and democracy 
to society. 

Personal  
Development 
 
  

• Having the confidence to analyse and stylistically 
apply the conventions and moral messages which 
characterise the studied texts. 

• Developing resilience to read Old English 
• Having the confidence to stylistically apply the 

conventions of Old and Middle English 

• Developing an understanding of justice, fairness, 
tolerance and equality. 

Careers • Historian; researcher; writer. 
• Creative writing; children’s author 
 

• Careers in translation and illustration, 
bookbinding, book restoration. 

• Creative writing, illustration, children’s literature 

• Writer; journalist 

Assessment 
opportunities 

AP1 – Literature paper based on an extract from Wilde’s 
fairy tales 
AP1 – Genre specific creative writing based on the 
stimulus provided by the text studied 
 

AP2 – Reading assessment linked to core skills and 
texts studied  
AP2 – Writing assessment to test core knowledge 
and extended writing skills 

 

• A31 – reading assessment based on an extract from a 
text studied 
AP3 – transactional writing based on the over-arching 
theme 

 


