
PARENT INFORMATION PACK  

The school day and timetable 

We have introduced a staggered start time, end time, break and lunchtime to the school day to minimise contact 

between year groups and classes. 

Year Group Arrival on Site Start Time End Time 

Year 7 and 8 8.15am - 8.25am 8.30am 3.10pm 

Year 9 and 10 9.05am – 9.15am 9.20am 4.00pm 

Year 11, 12 & 13 9.55am – 10.05am 10.10am 4.15pm 

The school timetable has been redesigned so that year groups will be based in different parts of the building e.g. on 

separate corridors.  Students will remain in the same classrooms as much as possible for the whole of the school day, 

with teachers moving to different classrooms.  This is to minimise contact and crowding on corridors.  The 

exceptions will be where a class needs to access a specialist teaching space e.g. a science lab or art room.  In these 

cases, the class will be escorted in single file on the left-hand side of the corridors/stairs to that room. 

Year groups will be in separate playgrounds to other year groups during their break and lunchtime and will be served 

and seated separately from other year groups at lunchtime.  We have created an additional servery and seating area 

in the atrium to facilitate this. 

Please assist with these arrangements by ensuring that you are familiar with your child/children’s start and end 

times and ensure that they arrive to school on time for line up and their first lesson. 

Here are the full details of the timings of the day for all year groups: 

Travel to School 

We would actively encourage pupils to walk or cycle to school rather than using public transport.  We have a bike 

shed on site that is available for student use, but students must bring a bike lock to secure their bike.  If students 

need to use public transport, they should be reminded that the use of a face mask is mandatory on public transport.  

If you are dropping off or collecting your child from school, please do not enter the school site and please maintain a 

safe distance from the school gates and other parents, staff and pupils.  If you drive your child to or from school, 

please be aware that Islington have introduced a ‘people friendly streets’ zone in the streets surrounding the school. 

Further information on the restrictions on drivers can be found here, with specific information about the St Peter’s 



Ward scheme that covers the area around the school site: https://www.islington.gov.uk/roads/people-friendly-

streets 

Attendance 

The government has clearly stated that they expect all children to attend school full time from the start of the 

academic year.  They have reintroduced the statutory requirement for families to return their child(ren) to education 

and have advised schools that they should address poor or non-attendance, with use of fines if necessary. 

It is important that your child receives an education and is supported to catch up on learning time they may have 

lost as a result of school closure.  We will continue to track and monitor student attendance and seek to secure 

outstanding attendance by all students. 

Although we expect your child to be in school full-time, if they or someone in their household is exhibiting symptoms 

of coronavirus, it is vitally important that they are not sent into school and that they and the other members of the 

household self-isolate and book a test to establish whether they have coronavirus.  We also request that you inform 

the academy at the earliest opportunity so we can act quickly to inform others who may have been exposed to the 

virus.  Our absence reporting service can be accessed via the main switchboard number: 020 7226 8611.  Please 

clearly state your child’s name, year group and reason for absence. 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 A fever 

 A persistent dry cough 

 Anosmia (a loss of sense of smell and taste)  

If your child falls ill when they are at school, it is important that we are able to contact you to inform you and to 

organise for your child to return home or be collected.  Please ensure that we have the correct contact details for 

you and any other next of kin.  If you have recently moved or changed your telephone number, please email 

info@cityacademyislington.org.uk to provide us with updated contact details. 

Further guidance from Public Health England on what to do if someone in your household has symptoms can be 

found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

Further guidance from the Department of Health and Social Care on how to book a test can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

We will be provided with a small number of home testing kits to issue to families if their child is taken ill on site and 

it may be difficult for the family to access one of the local testing sites. 

The Academy will be engaging fully with the NHS test and trace service.  If we have a confirmed case of coronavirus, 

we may be advised of the need to ask some of our staff or students to self-isolate if they were in close contact with 

the person who has the virus.   

If any student or groups of students need to self-isolate, we will be providing access to online learning via Google 

Classroom during their absence from school.   

Curriculum 

We are determined to maintain a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum despite the current circumstances.  

Although the timings of the school day have been adjusted, your child’s timetable will still include a full range of 

subjects and they will still receive their full allocation of teaching time. 

We will still be offering practical subjects and lessons such as PE, art, food technology, science practicals etc.  If these 

lessons require specialist equipment, this will be thoroughly disinfected between use by different classes or year 

groups or will be ‘quarantined’ for 48 hours (72 for plastics) to minimise risk of contact transmission. 

We will not be able to offer trips, visits or extra-curricular provision at present, but will be reviewing this and 

resuming these activities as soon as it is safe to do so. 

https://www.islington.gov.uk/roads/people-friendly-streets
https://www.islington.gov.uk/roads/people-friendly-streets
mailto:info@cityacademyislington.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


Infection Control 

The creation of year group and class bubbles will contribute to minimising the risk of transmission and infection.   

 

Additional measures we will be implementing are: 

 Enhanced cleaning of the school site during the school day and overnight, with a specific focus on high use 

areas 

 All classroom doors have been fitted with cabin latches so that doors can be kept open to improve 

ventilation 

 Hand sanitiser, tissues and disinfectant wipes available in all classrooms and at other key points e.g. 

reception, entrance to the canteen etc. 

 Any student or staff member who develops symptoms whilst on site will be isolated from others in the 

medical room whilst awaiting collection or departure from the site 

 Whilst the government has not made the wearing of face masks in schools compulsory, any staff member or 

student who wishes to wear one will be permitted to do so  

We would kindly ask that parents and carers assist us in our efforts to minimise the risk of infection by regularly 

reminding your child of the need for them to regularly and thoroughly wash their hands, avoid touching their faces, 

use a tissue to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ etc. 

Canteen Service – Food and Drink 

We will be providing a full canteen service at lunchtime, but will not be able to serve food at breakfast or break time.  

We have also had to switch off water fountains because of the risk of transmission and infection.  As such, we would 

ask parents and carers to ensure that their child eats breakfast before coming to school.  We would also ask that you 

provide your child with a break time snack and a bottle of water to bring with them to school.  As soon as we are 

able to resume our breakfast club and break time canteen service, we will do so. 

We will not be able to accept cash payments in the canteen, so please check your child’s account regularly and top 

up if needed using the online Parent Pay system which can be accessed here: http://colai.org.uk/parents/parentpay. 

Uniform and Equipment 

Our uniform policy remains unchanged and we expect all students to arrive to school in the full and correct uniform.  

We will not be able to loan students items of uniform at the present time, so it is important that they are fully and 

correctly clothed and have their full PE kit with them on days when PE is taking place. 

Students also need to have all the correct school equipment such as pens, pencils, rulers, calculators etc.  We are not 

able to loan these items and students will not be permitted to share equipment with other students.  

In addition to the regular uniform and equipment list, we would advise you to provide your child with a small bottle 

of hand sanitiser and packet of tissues for their personal use.  

Behaviour Policy  

We know that, after such a long period of time out of education, our students will need assistance to readjust and 

reintegrate into school life, routines and expectations.  We have extensive plans in place to support our students to 

do this and are ready to provide additional support to those students who have experienced any trauma or anxiety 

during the lockdown.  However, our high expectations of students’ behaviour and attitude to learning remain and 

are even more important in light of the need to assist students to catch up on missed learning time.  As such, our 

behaviour policy remains unchanged.  Students will be sanctioned or rewarded in line with our existing policy.  We 

will still be operating a detention system, but detentions will be sat in year group bubbles. 

Please note that the rules regarding mobile telephones still apply i.e. students are not permitted to have their 

mobile telephones on the school site.  Should they need their mobile telephones on their journey to and from 

school, we will continue to offer a collection and storage option.  Students will need to hand in their mobile 
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telephones when they arrive on site and collect them at the end of the school day.  Any student found in possession 

of a mobile telephone during the school day will have it confiscated until the next school holiday.  

From September, we will be introducing silent corridors during the school day.  With the staggered day in operation 

and with the need to keep all classroom doors open to ensure good ventilation, we need to avoid disruption to 

lessons by students who may be moving rooms or going to and from their break and lunchtimes.   

Visitors to the School Site 

For the time being, we will not be permitting visitors on the school site except in exceptional circumstances and this 

includes parents and carers.  We will be maintaining contact with a parents and carers by telephone, virtual 

meetings, the website and our parent app WEDUC.  Please do not attend the site unless you have invited to attend.  

If you are invited to attend the school site, please ensure you only do so if you are free of any symptoms of 

coronavirus.      

Additional Information 

At the time of publishing this pack, coronavirus infection rates in Islington and surrounding boroughs are reassuringly 

low.  You can follow this link to access a BBC webpage that allows you to get up to date information on rates of 

infection: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51768274  

Additionally, age is the most significant factor in determining the risk of illness and there is substantial evidence to 

suggest that young people are less likely than adults to contract or transmit the virus and the risk to young people of 

serious illness if they contract coronavirus is very low.   

We hope that you are reassured that we are taking appropriate steps to ensure that risks within the academy are 

minimised.  We will continue to review our practice and risk management on an ongoing basis to ensure that we are 

effective in the steps we take to protect our staff, students and their families. 

We will ensure that we share information with parents and carers on our website and by other means.  If local or 

national circumstances change, we will adjust our practice accordingly.   

Hopefully, the infection rates will continue to decline and we will be able to return to ‘normal’ as soon as it is safe 

and possible to do so.  

Links to further information  

The Department for Education’s Guidance for full opening of schools can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-

full-opening-schools 

Our full risk assessment can be found here: http://www.colai.org.uk/covid-19/risk-assessment 
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