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8th June 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Re-opening of the academy to Year 12 students from Monday 15th June 

On 10th May, the government announced that it expected secondary schools to offer some ‘face to face provision’ for 
students in years 10 and 12 from 1st June.  On 24th May, the government clarified this guidance, stating that secondary 
schools should only re-open from 15th June.  Additionally, the government stated that the need to control and minimise 
the risk of infection meant that schools should not operate daily rota systems and should not have any more than one-
quarter of the year 10 and 12 cohorts in school at any one time. 

In light of the restrictions on the total number of students we can have on site, we have had to scale back our plans 
for on-site provision.  We will continue to provide remote learning support for all students and it is critical that your 
child engages with this and completes the work set on Show My Homework and Google Classroom.  We are also 
intending to offer more ‘live lessons’ to Year 12 students on Google Classroom to enable students to better understand 
and access the online learning.   

We will be offering limited on-site provision for our Year 12 students.  This will consist of a session on Friday each 
week.  This will be by invitation only.  We intend to invite in small groups of students who may be falling behind and/or 
not accessing online learning.  We will contact you to let you know if we need your child to attend one or more of 
these sessions.  If you are contacted, we would be grateful if you could ensure your child attends in order that we can 
support them to make progress in their studies at a critical point in their education. 

We have implemented a number of measures to ensure the health and safety of both staff and students whilst on site.  
However, it is vitally important that students are not sent into school if they or someone in their household is displaying 
symptoms of COVID-19. 

When we contacted the parents and carers of students in Year 12 to find out if they intended to send their child to 
school when we re-open, we had a number of queries raised.  I have sought to address these in the enclosed FAQs.  
However, if you require additional information, please contact the academy. 

We look forward to welcoming our students back to school from Monday 15th June. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms S Jacob 
Principal  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

1. How will the school adhere to social distancing guidelines? 
 
Extensive adjustments have been made to the school site to support social distancing 
measures.  The classrooms that will be used to deliver the on-site sessions have been arranged 
to allow for students and staff to maintain a safe distance from each other.  No more than 12 
students will be in any teaching group.  Break times will be staggered so that there is no mixing 
between staff and students in different teaching groups. 
 

2. How will the school control the risk of infection? 
 
When students arrive on site, they will have their temperature checked and will be given hand 
sanitiser.  All teaching rooms will have supplies of tissues to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’.  Each session 
will start with reminders for students about good hygiene and infection control measures.  We 
are employing additional cleaning staff to maintain a rigorous cleaning regime throughout the 
day in addition to overnight cleaning.  We have fitted additional trough sinks so that students 
are able to maintain regular handwashing.   
 

3. Can students wear masks? 
 
Whilst this is not something that we are requiring of staff or students, those students who 
wish to wear a mask may do so.  Any student using public transport to travel to and from 
school will be required to wear a face covering on their journey in line with the new 
government regulations that will come into force on Monday 15th June. 
 

4. Will students be required to wear uniform? 
 
Yes.  However, some parents have said that they would want to wash their child’s uniform 
when their child returns home from school.  As blazers are a bulkier item, these may not dry 
fully overnight.  If this is the case, students do not need to wear their blazer but must wear 
their other uniform items.  If they wear their own jumper or jacket whilst travelling to school, 
this will need to be placed in their bags when they arrive to school and must not be worn on 
site. 
 

5. Should students bring their own equipment into school? 
 
Yes.  Students will be provided with an exercise book to use when they attend their first 
session and will be expected to bring that book with them to their future on-site sessions.  
They should also bring their own equipment e.g. pens, pencils etc.  Handing out and collecting 
books and equipment creates a risk of transmitting infection, so students will need to have 
their own equipment.  The sharing of equipment between students will not be permitted. 
 

6. Can students bring their mobile telephones to school? 
 
Students may bring their mobile telephones to school.  However, we will not be offering our 
normal collection service because this would compromise infection control.  Instead, we 
require that students switch off their mobile phones and place them in their bags for the 



duration of the time they are on site.  Any student whose phone is seen or heard during the 
day will have it confiscated until the end of the academic year. 
 

7. What catering facilities will be in place for students attending the on-site provision? 
 
We are not able to provide a full canteen service.  However, students will be provided with a 
drink and a snack during their break time and will be given a packed lunch to take home with 
them at the end of the session at 1.00pm.  We have had to switch off the water fountains 
because these pose the risk of infection.  Your child will be provided with bottled water, but 
can also bring in their own drinks and snacks.  However, they may not eat during the sessions 
and will need to consume any snacks during their break time. 
 

8. Are there any adjustments to the behaviour system? 
 
Yes.  We will not be operating detentions or internal exclusions during this period.  We need 
to rely on all students to behave appropriately and follow instructions at all times.  Any 
student who fails to do so will be sent home and will not be permitted to attend any further 
on-site provision.  Any student who deliberately coughs or spits at another student or staff 
member can expect a serious sanction, up to and including exclusion and referral of the matter 
to the police. 
  

9. What provision is in place for the children of key workers, children with EHCPs and/or 
children classified as vulnerable? 
 
These students continue to be eligible for full-time provision.  They can attend the academy 
from 8.30am to 3.00pm on any school day.  This applies to students who fall into one or more 
of these categories who are in any year group. 
 

10. How should my child travel to school? 

We would strongly advise that students do not use public transport and that they walk or 
cycle to school.  If parents are driving their child to school, we kindly request that parents stay 
in their cars and do not gather at the school gates.  If students use public transport, it will be 
a requirement that they wear a face covering from 15th June.   

11. What will happen if a member of staff or a student falls ill with COVID-19? 
 
Any student or staff member who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 whilst on site will be 
isolated in the medical room whilst arrangements are made for them to go home.  We would 
advise that staff member or student to be tested to confirm whether or not they have the 
virus. 
 
If any staff member or student starts to exhibit symptoms whilst at home, they will be advised 
to stay at home and not attend the school site.  If your child falls ill at home, we would kindly 
ask that you inform the school so that we can inform any staff members or students who have 
been in contact with your child in the last few days so that they can self-isolate and/or be 
tested.   

 



Additional Information 

• For further information on the guidance issued by the government to secondary schools, 
please follow this link:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-
wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools 
 

• For further NHS advice on identifying the symptoms of COVID-19 and what to do if your child 
has symptoms, please follow this link:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
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