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Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Revised Guidance on COVID-19 

I hope you had a restful and enjoyable holiday and would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a 
happy new year. 

Over the holiday period, the government revised some aspects of their guidance on COVID-19 in order to protect 
students, staff and their families and minimise the risk of disruption to education in the coming term.  This letter 
contains important information about these changes. 

Masks 

It is now suggested that staff and students wear masks in all parts of the school building, including in classrooms.  This 
will be a requirement for all staff, students and visitors to the school site upon our return, barring those who are 
exempt from wearing a mask for medical reasons.  We will not require students to wear masks when outdoors in the 
playground.   

This measure will be under review by the government in late-January and we will keep you informed of any changes.  
However, in the meantime, we would ask that you ensure that your child has a mask with them at all times and 
understands the importance of wearing it whilst in the school building. 

Lateral Flow Testing 

We are conducting one round of on-site testing of students at the start of term, but it is then the expectation is that 
parents and carers ensure that students test themselves twice-a-week at home on an ongoing basis.  Lateral Flow 
Tests can play an important role in detecting asymptomatic cases of COVID-19.  We would recommend that your child 
and other members of the household use these tests if they are displaying any symptoms of COVID-19.  The omicron 
variant often presents with symptoms that are similar to a cold i.e. sore throat, runny nose and headache, so please 
be alert to this.   

The Academy will provide testing kits if required and we are regularly distributing these to students for their use at 
home. 

If your child tests positive using a lateral flow test, it is advised that they get a PCR test as soon as possible to confirm 
the result.  They must not attend school if they have symptoms of or have tested positive for COVID-19. 

Close Contact with a Confirmed Case of COVID-19 

There is no requirement to self-isolate following close contact with someone with a confirmed case of COVID-19 if: 

mailto:info@cityacademyislington.org.uk
http://www.colai.org.uk/


 

Sponsored by City of London Corporation and City, University of London 
The City of London Academy Islington Limited is a registered company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No. 6426966. 

Registered office: City of London Academy Islington, Prebend Street, Islington, N1 8PQ. Registered charity No. 1121962. 
 

Principal: S Jacob BA (Hons) PGCE 
Prebend Street, Islington, London, N1 8PQ 
Tel: 020 7226 8611 | Fax: 020 7226 9363 

Email: info@cityacademyislington.org.uk | Website: www.colai.org.uk  

• You are under the age of 18 years and 6 months 
• You are fully vaccinated i.e. have had at least two doses of an approved vaccine 

However, the government advises that close contacts should: 

• Conduct a lateral flow test each day for seven days following contact with the person who tested positive 
• Be particularly alert to the need to maintain physical distancing, wear a mask and avoid contact with those 

who may have a high risk of being badly affected by the virus e.g. the elderly or those with underlying health 
conditions. 

Anyone who develops symptoms following close contact with someone with a confirmed case should self-isolate and 
seek a test. 

High rates of transmission are especially evident within households.  If someone in your child’s household tests 
positive, your child can still attend school, but it is critical that they take a daily lateral flow test.  They must remain at 
home if they develop symptoms and/or test positive for the virus. 

For further advice regarding what to do if someone in your household tests positive, please visit this NHS website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

For further advice and guidance on what to do if you or your child have been a close contact of someone who tests 
positive who is not in your household, please visit this NHS website:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-
coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-
confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person 

Self-Isolation 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19, they must self-isolate and should not attend school.  The required period to 
self-isolate is 10 days.  However, the government has advised that it may be possible to end the period of self-isolation 
earlier (on day 7) if both of the following conditions are met: 

• Your child takes a lateral flow test on day 6 and day 7 of their period of self-isolation and both tests are 
negative.  The tests must be taken at least 24 hours apart and your child must continue to self-isolate if the 
result is positive. 

• Your child does not have a high fever. 

For further advice on how long to self-isolate for please visit this NHS website: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/ 

Visiting the School Site 

Please note that parents and carers should not visit the school site unless by prior arrangement.  We will not accept 
‘drop ins’.  We will be seeking to conduct most or all meetings by telephone or as virtual meetings in the coming weeks 
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to minimise the risks to all parties.  Should you need to contact a member of staff, please call the Academy reception 
or use email to get in touch.  Any parents or carers visiting the school site must have a confirmed appointment, should 
attend at the specified time and date, must wear a mask (unless exempt for medical reasons) and should conduct a 
lateral flow test in advance of the meeting.   

Staying Open  

The government has advised that it expects schools to remain open and provide an on-site education to their pupils 
and this is what we will be seeking to do.  However, student and staff absences were escalating in the weeks prior to 
the winter holiday and we may expect the same to be the case this term.  If staff absences reach a certain level, we 
may find it impossible to offer an on-site education to students in all year groups. 

Should staffing shortages impact the Academy, we will be prioritising on-site provision for our youngest students (Year 
7) and students in our examination year groups (Years 11 and 13).  However, we may need to provide remote 
education for one or more year groups.  This will be for as brief a period of time as possible.  If this situation arises, we 
will use our online learning platform, Google Classroom, to provide remote learning.  Wherever possible, remote 
education will consist of live lessons, but this will depend on staff availability.   

If this situation arises, we will notify parents and carers of students in the affected year groups as promptly as possible 
and ensure that students are aware of how to access the online provision. 

Reverting to remote education will be a last resort and we hope it will not be required, but it is possible that we may 
need to take this unwelcome step if staff absenteeism is high and we are grateful for the support of families in this 
eventuality. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of your child’s education and the Academy community. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms S Jacob 
Principal 
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