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29th November 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: New coronavirus variant – updated national guidance  

You will probably have seen in the news that there have been confirmed cases of the Omicron variant in the UK.  
Omicron has been defined as a ‘variant of concern’ because it appears to be highly transmissible.  In response, the 
government has issued new national guidance and new guidance to schools designed to combat the spread of the 
virus. 

From Tuesday, it is a requirement for all people to wear masks in shops and on public transport in England.  
Additionally, staff, students (from Year 7 upwards) and visitors to schools are required to wear a mask in communal 
areas of the school site.  Students are being informed of this requirement today and will, from tomorrow, be expected 
to wear a mask in all communal areas of the school site.  It is not currently a requirement for students to wear masks 
in lessons, but we would advise students to do so because it is not possible to maintain a distance of two metres from 
others when seated in classrooms. 

Rates of infection in Islington and nationally have been increasing, even prior to detection of the new variant, and it is 
critical that we all do what we can to keep the Academy and wider community safe and well.  To this end, please could 
I ask that you do the following: 

• Ensure that your child has a mask and understands the importance of wearing it in shops, on public transport 
and on the school site. 

• Remind your child of the importance of good hygiene e.g. regular handwashing, ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ when 
they cough or sneeze. 

• Provide your child with hand sanitiser to use during the day when they do not have access to handwashing 
facilities.  

• Ensure that your child is using lateral flow tests twice weekly at home to detect asymptomatic cases.  If your 
child receives a positive result on a lateral flow test, please book a PCR test for them to confirm the results 
and to determine which variant they have. 

• If your child is displaying symptoms of coronavirus, please do not send them to school and seek a PCR test 
to determine whether or not they have the virus and what variant they have. 

• If your child is aged 12 or above, but did not receive the coronavirus vaccination as part of the school-based 
vaccination programme that took place in October, please consider booking a vaccination for them via the 
main NHS vaccination service.  The vaccination is proven to reduce the risk of infection and transmission, and 
reduces the severity of the illness if the virus is contracted. 

Additional government guidance issued to prevent the spread of the new variant is that any close contacts of someone 
with a confirmed case of the new Omicron variant must self-isolate for ten days regardless of their vaccination 
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status.  If we have any confirmed cases of the new variant in school, we will identify close contacts and will be issuing 
advice for any close contacts to self-isolate for ten days, in line with government guidance.  If you have a confirmed 
case in your family home, please contact the NHS Test and Trace Service and follow their advice, which will likely be 
for all members of the household to self-isolate for ten days.  Please do not send your child(ren) into school if you have 
a confirmed case of the new variant in the family home. 

The government has said that it intends to review the new guidance in three weeks.  Dependent on developments, it 
may well be the case that further guidance is issued to the general public and/or to schools or changes are made to 
the guidance prior to this date.  As and when there is further guidance given or changes are made to the existing 
guidance, I will communicate this to parents and carers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in keeping your children and the wider Academy 
and local community as safe as possible in these challenging times. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms S Jacob 
Principal  
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