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Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: National Lockdown and School Closure 

As you will no doubt be aware, the Prime Minister has announced a national lockdown, with schools closing for the 
duration of this half term. 

We will continue to offer on-site educational provision for the children of critical workers, those with an EHCP and 
those who have been assigned a social worker.  However, all other students in all year groups will be provided with 
remote learning up to the February half term.  If your child falls into one of the aforementioned categories and you 
would like them to attend the onsite provision, please contact us using the main switchboard number to book a place.  
We need advance notification of students who will be attending the school site so that we can organising an 
appropriate level of staffing.  We would also ask that you do not send your child into school if they or someone in their 
household is exhibiting any signs or symptoms of coronavirus.   

As part of last night’s announcement, the Prime Minister also suggested that there would be considerable alterations 
to and possible cancellation of examinations due to take place this summer.  If your child is in an examination year 
group, we are sure that this news will have caused them some anxiety, but please encourage your child to stay 
motivated and reassure them that we will do our best to continue to support their education and will ensure that the 
grades they are awarded as a fair reflection of their educational performance.  We have yet to receive further 
information about how grades will be awarded this summer, but will keep you informed as and when further 
information is available. 

We know, from the last time that schools were ordered to close, that supporting your child’s home education can be 
demanding, but we will seek to assist you and your child throughout this period of school closure in any way that we 
can to minimise the impact that lockdown has on their learning, progress and wellbeing. 

The news about the lockdown is as new to us as it is to you, so I hope you will understand that there are still some 
arrangements to be made for the coming weeks.  However, I am already able to provide some information about what 
you and your child can expect by way of educational and welfare support. 

Remote Learning 

We will continue to use Google Classroom as our online learning platform.  Google Classroom can be used to facilitate 
live lessons and to post learning resources.  Students can also submit their completed work for marking and feedback 
from their teachers using Google Classroom.  If you or your child have any issues with logging into Google Classroom, 
please contact the Academy so that we can provide login details and/or support with accessing the service.    

Free School Meals 
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Vouchers will be issued to the families of students who are eligible for free school meals.  The value of the vouchers 
will be £15 per week, per eligible student.  We are likely to use the Edenred service that was used during the last 
lockdown, but will update you once we have confirmed this.  If your child is eligible for free school meals, please ensure 
that you contact us if your email address has changed because the vouchers will be distributed by email to parents 
and carers. 

Laptops 

We have already supplied many of our students with laptops to support their home learning, but we are expecting a 
further delivery of devices from the Department for Education.  If your child does not have access to a computer at 
home and you would like to request one, please contact us using the info@cityacademyislington.org.uk address, 
marked for the attention of Ms King. 

Pastoral Care and Access to Support Services 

Our pastoral team (Heads of House, Pastoral Support Managers and Tutors) will continue to maintain contact with 
students and their families to offer support during this period of school closure.  Some of our students currently receive 
support from CAMHs or other counselling and mentoring services and we intend to continue this support, albeit in a 
virtual format.  Under the ‘COVID-19’ tab on the Academy’s website, we have information about a range of support 
services for children and their families at a local and national level.  We will continue to update this information and 
would also welcome information about any local services you are aware of that may be useful to other families. 

Lateral Flow Testing  

The government’s intention was to roll out a system of mass testing across all secondary schools for all staff and 
students in the next couple of weeks to detect cases of the virus (particularly asymptomatic cases) amongst staff and 
students.  We plan to implement the testing system for those staff and students who are currently attending school 
from next week.  However, we will be sending out information and consent forms to all parents and carers, regardless 
of whether or not their child is currently attending the onsite provision, so that we can promptly implement the system 
for all students when all students return to school in February. 

We expect that, the next few days or weeks, there may well be further developments in the situation and we will 
continue to stay in touch and keep you informed. 

We wish you and your family good health during this challenging time. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Ms S Jacob 
Principal     
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