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25th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Awarding of GCSE, A Level and BTEC Grades – Summer 2020 

As you will be aware, the decision was taken by the government to cancel the summer examinations.  We have not 
yet been provided with detailed information about how grades will be decided and qualifications awarded to 
students, but are able to share the guidance that has been published and will share further information as and when 
we receive it. 
 
The exam regulator, Ofqual, and exam boards will work with schools to provide grades to students whose 
examinations have been cancelled this summer. Ofqual will develop a process that will provide a calculated grade to 
each student that reflects the student’s performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam boards to 
ensure this is then consistently applied to all students and subjects. 
 
The exam boards will be asking teachers to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe the student 
would have received if examinations had gone ahead. To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of 
evidence and data including performance on mock exams. Clear guidance on how to do this fairly will be provided to 
schools and colleges.  The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including 
students’ prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student.  
 
The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. The grades will be issued as normal 
on exam board slips to make them indistinguishable from those provided in other years. If students or their schools 
do not believe the correct calculation has been followed in their case, they will be able to appeal.  A set of FAQs 
(frequently asked questions) has been published here: www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 . 
 
Please encourage your son/daughter to continue with their remote learning, using the resources provided by their 
teachers, as we may need to draw upon examples of students’ work to support our judgements about what grades 
they should be awarded.  The work they complete at home could provide useful evidence to support any future 
appeal process.  Additionally, students need to complete their courses and maintain good study habits to ensure 
that they are well prepared for the next stage of their education or training. 
 
As soon as any further information becomes available, we will write to inform you of this. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Ms S Jacob 
Principal 
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