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15th December 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer  

Re: End of Autumn Term and Start of Spring Term Arrangements 

End of Term Arrangements 

We close for the school holidays on Thursday 16th December.  As it is the last day of term, we will be having a half 

day.  Students will finish their day and be dismissed from the school site at the following times: 

Year Group End of Day Timings 

Year 7 12.00 

Years 8 & 9 12.20 

Years 10 & 11 11.50 

Sixth Form 11.00 

 
We will be distributing lateral flow testing kits to students for use over the holiday.  We recommend that your child 

makes use of these.  Whilst we have not been as severely hit as some other schools, we have seen a steady increase 

in cases of COVID-19 in the last few days amongst our staff and students. 

Start of Spring Term Arrangements  

We look forward to welcoming your child back in January. The Department for Education has asked schools to 

conduct lateral flow testing for all our students on their return to school.  You will be aware that cases have been 

increasingly dramatically in the last couple of weeks and look likely to remain at a high level over the holiday period.  

The testing will enable us to minimise the risk of infection and transmission within the Academy Community, 

avoiding disruption to students’ education. 

All students will receive one lateral flow test.  After this round of testing, providing the test result is negative, 

students will be able to commence their lessons on the next day. 

Testing Schedule 

To facilitate testing at the start of the term, there will be a staggered return to school.  Students will attend the site 

for testing as per the schedule below and will return to school to begin their lessons on the next day.  When students 

attend the site for their tests, they should enter and exit via the Community Entrance on Chantry Street.  The testing 

centre will be located in the Academy’s Sports Hall. 
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Year Group Date and Time of Testing Date of Return to School 

Year 7 Tuesday 4th January – 8.30-10.00 Wednesday 5th January  

Year 8 Wednesday 5th January – 8.30-10.30 Thursday 6th January 

Year 9 Wednesday 5th January – 10.30-12.30 Thursday 6th January 

Year 10 Tuesday 4th January – 10.00-11.30 Wednesday 5th January 

Year 11 Tuesday 4th January – 11.30-13.00 Wednesday 5th January 

Years 12 and 13 Tuesday 4th January – 13.00-15.15 Wednesday 5th January 

 

Information about Lateral Flow Tests 

How the tests work 

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff and volunteers. The lateral flow tests are quick and easy to 

undertake, using a swab of the nose. The tests produce a rapid result within 30 minutes of the test being 

administered.  Parents or legal guardians will receive a text notification of a positive or negative result from the 

online NHS system. For students over the age of 16, the notification will be sent directly to them.   

What if my child tests positive? 

If a pupil tests positive using a lateral flow device, they and you will be informed immediately by us and they will 

need to take an additional PCR test to confirm the result. This should be on the same day or as soon as possible 

afterwards. These can be booked through a Community Testing Centre. For families who may have difficulty a 

Community Testing Centre, PCR tests can be ordered online and sent to the home address. 

Whilst awaiting the PCR test result, the student will need to self-isolate.   If the PCR test returns a positive result, 

they will have to continue to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace.  Those who have been a 

close contact of your child do not need to self-isolate if they do not have symptoms, but are strongly advised to take 

a daily lateral flow test over the next seven days to check if they have contracted the virus. 

What happens if the test is negative?  

While a small number of pupils may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason, 

pupils who test negative will be able to attend school. We will report the results of all tests to the Test and Trace 

Service and those receiving a negative result will be notified of this by the service.  We will not contact those 

students or parents/carers of students who receive a negative test result, so if you do not hear from us, it is safe to 

assume your child has tested negative. 
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What if my child develops symptoms of COVID-19? 

This testing programme at the Academy is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops any symptoms at any 

time (including a high temperature, a new, continuous dry cough, or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) 

they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-

test.  It is really important that you do not send your child into school if they or someone in their household has any 

symptoms.   

Consenting to Testing 

Before we invite students to take the test, we need your consent.  In giving your consent to testing, you are 

consenting to your data being shared with NHS Test and Trace and a summary privacy notice is available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-privacy-information/test-and-trace-overarching-

privacy-notice-summary-version.  If you have already completed a consent form for your child being tested when 

previous rounds of testing have taken place, you do not need to complete the consent form again. 

Here is the link for the online consent form: 

https://forms.gle/G1kjevmJL6MdzR1e6 

Please note that the lateral flow tests are a really useful tool for detecting asymptomatic cases of the virus, but will 

be used in addition to, and not in place of, other infection control measures.  The tests are estimated to detect 

approximately 6 in 10 asymptomatic cases, which is useful, but still means that it is possible for someone to have the 

virus and be unaware of this.  This means that it is still critically important that staff and students on site continue to 

be vigilant during these times by maintaining physical distancing where possible, regular handwashing and/or use of 

hand sanitiser.  It is also a requirement for staff and students to wear a mask in communal areas of the school site. 

I am grateful of your support in keeping your child and other members of the Academy community safe and well.  I 

would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a safe and restful holiday and a happy new year. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Ms S Jacob 

Principal 
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