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 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

Unit title & description 
 

Introduction 
 
Verbs – present tense 

 
 Hobbies  

 
School 

 
  Family and Friends 

 
               My Town 

Sequencing 
 
 
 

Our themes allow the 
Spanish vocabulary to 
be grouped, facilitating 
the development of 
lexical sets of 
schemata in students’ 
long-term memories. 
 
Each theme provides a 
new context for 
rehearsal of what has 
been taught before, so 
students make 
progress in grammar, 
deepening and 
consolidating their 
core knowledge over 
time.  
 
Each theme also 
provides a new context 
for students to 
progress in the four 
modalities of Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, and 
Writing in Spanish. 
 
Students make 
progress over time 
communicating in 
speech in Spanish. 

The first half of Term 1 
builds on the foundations of 
modern language learning 
laid at key stage 2, as not all 
students will have studied 
Spanish at primary school. 
 
The initial focus is on 
developing the practical 
communication skills 
required when meeting a 
Spanish speaking person of 
the same age for the first 
time. 
 
Students learn to 
understand, ask, and 
answer questions about 
their personal details, such 
as name, age, birthday, 
siblings and personality as 
well as basic greetings via 
an appropriate balance of 
spoken and written 
language. 
 
Students learn the sounds 
of the Spanish alphabet and 
practise transcribing words 
and letters they hear. They 
learn how to spell their own 
names in Spanish. 
 
Basic grammatical concepts 
(nous, adjectives, verbs) are 
consolidated to ensure 
Spanish is accessible for all, 
and to ensure that progress 
can be made by all.  
 
Students learn about the 
gender and plurality of 

The second half of Term 1 
focusses on verbs, 
pronouns, infinitives, and 
conjugating regular verbs in 
the present tense so that 
students develop a solid 
foundation of core 
grammar, allowing them to 
build sentences from 
declarative memory. This 
also facilitates the learning 
of other languages in the 
future.  
Frequent references are 
made to English, with 
similarities and differences 
made explicit so that 
students can interconnect 
their schemata and better 
understand the linguistic 
components of English, as 
well as Spanish. 
The Spanish verbs selected 
to teach the concept of the 
infinitive and to practise 
conjugating were chosen 
because of their frequency 
and usefulness to students 
communicating across our 
themes. 
All students learn how to 
conjugate regular -ar verbs 
in the present tense and 
engage in extensive 
deliberate practise before 
regular -er, -ir and common 
irregular verbs are 
introduced.  
Our expert MFL 
practitioners are trained to 
adapt their pedagogy 
according to the ability and 

The first half term of Term 2 
enables students to apply 
and build on their prior 
knowledge of grammar. 
Students use and 
manipulate verbs (irregular 
hacer / jugar and regular) 
via the context of free-time 
activities and the weather.  
 
The new vocabulary enables 
students to build lexical 
schemata of hobbies, 
sports, and the weather, 
which students use together 
with previously taught high 
frequency words, such as 
time phrases, connectives, 
questions, answers, and 
opinions. This facilitates the 
high frequency vocabulary 
transferring to students’ 
procedural memory.   
 
 
Students learn how to 
express a wider range of 
opinions using me gusta, 
with justifications in the 
immediately relatable 
context of talking about 
their hobbies. 
 
 
 

The second half of Term 2 
provides a fresh context for 
students to practise using a 
wider range of verbs 
(regular and irregular) in the 
present tense to talk about 
school. 
 
Students expand their 
knowledge of grammatical 
structures learning how to 
manipulate a wider range of 
adjectives with masculine, 
feminine and plural nouns, 
as well as consolidating 
usage of the indefinite and 
definite articles. 
 
Students expand their 
vocabulary this half term 
building new semantic 
networks linked to the 
theme of school. Students 
use new words together 
with previously taught high 
frequency words, such as 
time phrases, connectives, 
questions, answers, and 
opinions. This facilitates the 
high frequency vocabulary 
transferring to students’ 
procedural memory.   
 
Students learn how to write 
more complex sentences 
with a wider range of 
connectives. 
 
 

In the first half of term 3 
Students strengthen their 
core grammatical 
knowledge by using the 
common irregular verbs ser 
and tener to describe the 
physical appearance of 
other people, focussing on 
the third person. Students 
use possessive adjectives to 
describe their family and 
manipulate the verb estar 
to say where something is. 
 
Students build new 
vocabulary networks of 
describing physical 
appearances and places. 
The new theme allows 
students to build on and 
strengthen existing 
schemata of time phrases, 
opinions, descriptions, and 
adjectives. 
 
Students build oral 
communication skills via the 
context of asking/answering 
questions and develop their 
writing skills, expressing a 
wider range of ideas and 
opinions. 
 
 

In the second half of term 3, 
students are explicitly 
taught the near future tense 
to talk about upcoming 
plans, expanding their core 
grammatical knowledge. 
 
Students develop the 
communication skills of 
asking/telling the time and 
ordering in a café.  
 
Students build new sematic 
networks of places in a 
town, whilst at the same 
time revising and revisiting 
numbers, infinitives, food 
activities, time phrases, 
connectives, and opinions 
 
There are also opportunities 
for cultural input about 
some customs and 
traditions of Spanish 
speaking countries. 
 
 

Subject: Spanish Year group: Y7 



They speak with 
improving accuracy in 
pronunciation and 
intonation. Regular 
practice allows 
students to speak with 
increasing confidence, 
fluency, and 
spontaneity. 
 
Students make 
progress over time 
communicating in 
writing in Spanish. 
They write with 
increasing length and 
complexity, using the 
variety of grammatical 
structures that they 
have learnt. 
 
 

 

nouns via the context of 
animals and pets.  
 
They practise using the 
definite article and 
manipulating adjectives and 
nouns for gender and plural 
agreements.  
 
The concept of adjective 
agreement and negation is 
introduced so students can 
use a range of adjectives to 
describe their own and their 
siblings’ personality. 
 
Students learn to express 
simple opinions (likes / 
dislikes), which they 
practise via the context of 
talking about themselves. 
 

motivation of their 
students, so amount of time 
spent practising various 
conjugations may vary 
between classes as students 
only move on when they 
are ready. 
 

  
Knowledge – 
Vocabulary 
 

Thematic content 
Introducing yourself 
Personality 
Age and birthday 
Siblings 
Pets  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Infinitive 
Pronouns 
Conjugating 
 
-ar verbs 
Hablar 
Andar 
Escuchar 
Esperar 
Mirar 
Visitar 
 
-er verbs 
Comer 
Ver 
Beber 
Creer 
 
-ir verbs 
Vivir 
Escribir 

Thematic content 
What you like doing 
What you do in your spare 
time 
Talking about the weather 
Sports 
Hobbies  
 

Thematic content 
School subjects 
Opinions and reasons 
Describing your school 
What you do at break time 
 

Thematic content 
Describing your family 
Hair and eye colour 
Describing a friend/family 
member’s appearance 
Describing where you live 
 

Thematic content 
Describing your town 
Telling the time 
Ordering in a cafe 
Saying what you are going 
to do this weekend 
Spanish festivals 
 



Knowledge - Phonics 

a: panda 
o: oso 
e: elefante 
i: tigre 
u: búfalo 
ll: camello 
ce: cebra 
z: zorro 
go: gorila 
j: jirafa 
v: vaca 
rr: zorro 
silent h: hipopótamo 
ñ: años 
cu + vowel: cuatro 
qui: quince 
j: (revision) junio, julio 
b: febrero 
v: (revision) noviembre 
cu: cumpleaños 
r: amarillo 
rr: (revision) marrón 
co: conejo, cobaya 

silent h (revision): hablar 
ch: escuchar 
r: (revisión) esperar, mirar 
v: (revision) ver, vivir 
 

j (revision): jugar,  
ch: chatear, escuchar 
gui: guitarra 
ll: (revision) llueve 
ce: (revision) hace 
ci: natación 
 

ca: música 
ci: (revision) ciencias 
gi: tecnología 
gu: gusta 
ge: geografía 
gi: (revision) gimnasio 
silent h (revision): hay 
ch: (revision) chocolatina, 
chicle 
ce: (revision) veces 

cu + vowel: (revisión) 
cuarenta 
ci: (revision) cien 
ll: (revision) llamo, llevo 
que: pequeño 
ñ: (revision) pequeño, 
montaña 
j: (revision) ojos 
ñ: (revision) pequeño 
v: (revision) verde 
z: (revision) azul 
ll: (revision) llevo 
 

u: (revisión) universidad, 
museo 
z: (revision) diez, plaza 
e: (revision) café, té 
que: (revision) qué, querer 
qui: (revision) quiero, 
quieren 
v: (revision) voy 
 

 

Knowledge – Grammar 
(Literacy) 
 
 

definite articles (el, la, los, 
las) 
verb endings 
adjectives that end in -o/-a 
making sentences negative 
ser (present, singular) 
tener (present, singular) 
indefinite articles (un/una) 
adjective forms (masculine 
and feminine, singular and 
plural) 
 

The Infinitive 
Pronouns 
-ar verb endings present 
tense 
(-er and -ir verb endings 
present tense) 
First person 
Second person 
Third person 

the infinitive (revision) 
present tense of regular -ar 
verbs (revision full 
paradigm) 
present tense of hacer 
(irregular verb, full 
paradigm) 
present tense of jugar 
(stem-changing verb, full 
paradigm) 
 

‘we’ form of -ar verbs 
(revision) 
using me gusta(n) + 
el/la/los/las when giving 
opinions about subjects  
checking verbs, definite 
articles and adjectival 
agreement in sentences 
giving opinions 
plural indefinite articles 
unos/unas (meaning ‘some’) 
plural definite articles 
los/las (meaning ‘the’) 
present tense of regular -er 
and -ir verbs (full paradigms 
revision) 
 

Possessive adjectives 
mi/tu/su and mis/tus/sus 
irregular verbs tener and ser 
position of adjectives (after 
the noun) 
Agreement of adjectives 
with nouns (revision) 
the verb estar 
 

un/una, unos/unas and 
muchos/muchas 
ir – to go (present tense) 
stem-changing verb querer 
the near future tense (voy, 
vas, va, etc. + infinitive) 
 

Mastery Skills  
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing + Grammar 

Retrieval Practice 
 

In-lesson games for 
vocabulary repetition 
Vocab / Grammar tests 
Active Learn homework  

 Definite / indefinite articles 
Nouns - Gender 
Plurals 
First person verbs 
Present tense verbs 
Me gusta 

3rd person of the verb 
Adjectives 
 
 

Using indefinite and 
partitive articles 
 
 

Verbs + infinitives 
Opinions 
Time phrases 
Connectives 
 
 



Numeracy 
Dates on the calendar 
Age 
Simple addition, 
subtraction, multiplication 
and division in Spanish 

  Introduction to telling the 
time 

Age 
Members of the family 

Revise number and time 
Telling the time 

Enrichment 
learning 

Typical Spanish Names 
Spanish speaking countries 
Spanish sportsmen and 
sportswomen and 
celebrities 

 Climates in Spanish 
speaking countries 
Christmas in Spain 
Spanish sportsmen and 
sportswomen, musicians 
and traditional dances 

 

The differences between 
school in Spain and in the 
UK 
Accessibility to education in 
Latin America 
Schools in Mexico. 

Differences in 
accommodation in Spain 
and the UK. 

Facts about Spanish 
speaking countries, festivals 
cities and traditional food 

Differentiation/ 
Personal challenge for 
all: SEND, HPA  

• COLAI workbooks and Pearson text books for differentiation by task and content in listening/reading/translation 
• Open/Closed prompts for differentiation by outcome in writing and speaking tasks 
• Supplementary resources for extra challenge 
• Vocab mats and writing frames for extra support 
• Extension tasks 
• Open extended writing tasks 
• Personalised feedback 
• Differentiated listening and reading activities in interactive homework  
• Differentiated Workbooks (A and B) 
• Advanced resources for native speakers  

British values 
Gender – respecting 
male/female/trans 

 Respecting each other’s 
opinion during debates 

Understanding the right to 
an education 

Respecting different types 
of families 

Respecting and getting to 
know other cultures 

Character  
Individual liberty: 
expressing your personality 

 Importance of physical 
activity 

Considering what makes a 
good student 

Developing self-confidence 
by planning and presenting 
a presentation 

 

Careers   References to: sports, 
musicians, dancers 

References to teachers References to the world of 
art 

References to the culinary 
careers 

Assessment 
opportunities  

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about name, 
age, birthday, siblings, pets 
and personality. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 

Grammar test conjugating. 
 
Vocabulary test. 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about sport and 
free time activities with 
weather, including a wider 
range of opinions, verbs, 
connectives, negatives and 
adjectives. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support giving 
information about school, 
opinions with reasons about 
school subjects and break 
time activities. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support giving 
information describing self 
and others (male and 
female) including 
likes/dislikes, connectives, 
intensifiers, time phrases. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about my area 
and future weekend plans 
including a wider range of 
opinions, verbs, present and 
future tense, connectives, 
negatives and adjectives. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 



Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

istening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

 


