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 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 

Unit title & description 
Introduction Verbs  

Infinitives and 
the present tense 

Myself & School Food & Hobbies My town Holidays 

Sequencing 
 
Our themes allow the 
vocabulary to be 
grouped, facilitating the 
development of lexical 
sets of schemata in 
students’ long-term 
memories. 
 
Each theme provides a 
new context for 
rehearsal of what has 
been taught before, so 
students progress in 
grammar, deepening 
and consolidating their 
core knowledge over 
time. Each theme also 
provides a new context 
for students to progress 
in the four modalities of 
Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and Writing. 
 
Students make progress 
over time 
communicating in 
speech. They speak 
with improving 
accuracy in 
pronunciation and 
intonation. Regular 

The first half of term 1 
builds on the foundations of 
modern language learning 
laid at key stage 2, as not all 
students will have studied 
French at primary school. 
The initial focus is on 
developing the practical 
communication skills 
required when meeting a 
French speaking person of 
the same age for the first 
time. 
 
Students learn to 
understand, ask, and 
answer questions about 
their personal details, such 
as name, age, and birthday, 
as well as basic greetings 
via an appropriate balance 
of spoken and written 
language. 
 
Students learn the sounds 
of the French alphabet and 
practise transcribing words 
and letters they hear. They 
learn how to spell their own 
names in French. 
 
Basic grammatical concepts 
(nous, adjectives, verbs) are 
consolidated to ensure 
French is accessible for all, 
and to ensure that progress 
can be made by all. 
Students learn about the 
gender and plurality of 
nouns via the context of the 

The second half of Term 1 
focusses on verbs, 
pronouns, infinitives, and 
the conjugating regular 
verbs in the present tense 
so that students develop a 
solid foundation of core 
grammar, allowing them to 
build sentences from 
declarative memory. This 
also facilitates the learning 
other languages in the 
future. Frequent references 
are made to English, with 
similarities and differences 
made explicit so that 
students can interconnect 
their schemata and better 
understand the linguistic 
components of English, as 
well as French. 
 
The French verbs selected 
to teach the concept of the 
infinitive and to practise 
conjugating were chosen 
because of their frequency 
and usefulness to students 
communicating across our 
themes. 
All students learn how to 
conjugate regular -er verbs 
in the present tense and 
engage in extensive 
deliberate practise before 
regular -ir, -re and common 
irregular verbs are 
introduced. Our expert MFL 
practitioners are trained to 
adapt their pedagogy 

The first half term of Term 2 
enables students to apply 
and build on their prior 
knowledge of grammar.  
 
Students use and 
manipulate verbs (irregular 
and regular) via the context 
of describing themselves 
and others. Students also 
consolidate gender and 
plural agreements. This 
leads to increasingly higher 
levels of accuracy in writing. 
 
Students expand their 
vocabulary this half term 
building new semantic 
networks linked to the 
themes of describing 
themselves, other people 
and talking about school.  
 
Students learn how to 
express a wider range of 
opinions, with justifications 
in the immediately relatable 
context of talking about 
school subjects. 
 

The second half of Term 2 
provides a fresh context for 
students to practise using a 
wider range of verbs 
(regular and irregular) in 
the present tense to talk 
about free time activities.  
 
Students expand their 
knowledge of grammatical 
structures learning how to 
manipulate ‘à’ with 
masculine, feminine and 
plural nouns, and using 
verbs with nouns and 
infinitives. 
 
The new vocabulary 
enables students to build 
lexical schemata of hobbies 
and sports, which students 
use together with 
previously taught high 
frequency words, such as 
time phrases, connectives, 
questions, answers, and 
opinions. This facilitates the 
high frequency vocabulary 
transferring to students’ 
procedural memory. 

In the first half of Term 3, 
students are explicitly 
taught the near future 
tense, widening their core 
grammatical knowledge.  
 
Students learn how to use 
modal verbs in the context 
of talking about where one 
can go, what one can do 
and what they want to do in 
town. 
 
Students build new 
vocabulary networks of 
prepositions and places in 
town. The new theme 
allows students to build on 
and strengthen existing 
schemata of time phrases, 
opinions, activities, and 
adjectives. 
 
Students build oral 
communication skills via the 
context of asking/giving 
directions and develop their 
writing skills, expressing a 
wider range of ideas and 
opinions. 
 

In the second half of Term 
3, students use the present 
and near future tense in the 
new context of holidays. 
 
Reflexive verbs are 
introduced via the context 
of getting ready and 
students use ‘je voudrais + 
infinitive’ to say what they 
would like to do. 
 
Students build semantic 
networks of holiday 
vocabulary whilst at the 
same time revising and 
revisiting numbers, 
infinitives, food activities, 
time phrases, connectives 
and opinions 

Subject: French Year group: Y7 



practice allows students 
to speak with increasing 
confidence, fluency, 
and spontaneity. 
 
Students make progress 
over time 
communicating in 
writing. They write with 
increasing length and 
complexity, using the 
variety of grammatical 
structures that they 
have learnt. 
 
  

classroom objects and 
items in their pencil case 
they see and use every day. 
They practise using the 
indefinite and definite 
articles and manipulate 
adjectives and nouns for 
gender and plural 
agreements.  
The concept of negation is 
introduced so students can 
say what there is, and what 
there isn’t, in their pencil 
cases. Students learn to 
express simple opinions 
(likes / dislikes), which they 
practise via the context of 
different free time 
activities, including some 
sports. 
Students will begin to link 
their sentences with dimple 
connectives. 

according to the ability and 
motivation of their 
students, so amount of time 
spent practising various 
conjugations may vary 
between classes. 

 
Knowledge - Vocabulary 

Thematic content 
Meeting and Greeting  
Spelling  
Counting to 31 
Saying how old you are 
Days and months 
Birthdays 
Contents of school bag 
Likes and dislikes 
Hobbies 
Colours 

Infinitive 
Subject Pronouns 
Conjugation 
 
-er verbs 
Jouer 
Aimer 
Manger 
Ecouter 
Penser 
Regarder 
 
-ir verbs 
Finir 
Réussir 
Choisir 
 
-re verbs 
Détendre 
Attendre 
Vendre 
 

Thematic content 
Likes/dislikes 
Describing yourself 
Talking about other people 
School subjects 
Opinions and reasons 
Agreeing/disagreeing 
Timetable / School day 
 
 

Thematic content  
Food 
Computers/mobiles 
Sports 
Activities 
What you like doing 
Describing what others do 
Time phrases 
 
 

Thematic content 
Talking about 
towns/villages 
Giving directions 
Where to go in town 
Asking people to go out 
Swaying what you can do 
 
 

Thematic content 
Talking about holidays 
Getting ready to go out 
Buying drinks and snacks 
Holiday plans 
What you would like to do 
 
 
 

Knowledge - Phonics 

The alphabet sounds 
ç 
Silent final consonant : 
-s / -t / -x  
Accents :  é / è / ê 

Silent present tense 
endings: 
-es / -ent 
 
-ez ending 

oi: voiture 
ou: douche 
u: lunettes 
eau: oiseau 
eu: jeu 

th: théâtre  
é (revision): déteste 
qu (revision): est-ce que  
ym: sympa 
an: marrant 

-ien: bien 
-ille: ville 
-s-: loisir 
 

am: camping 
-gn- (revision): montagne  
nasal sounds an, on, en 
(revision): ans, allons, 
monuments  



i: violon 
é: éléphant 
-ez: nez 
-er: danser 
-gn-: montagne 
qu: question 
ç: ça va 
en: serpent 
silent final consonant (t): 
serpent 
in: lapin 
un: un 
im: important 
j: je  
e: je 
silent final consonant (s, t) 
(revision): as, important 
silent final e : curieuse 
a: pas 
silent final consonant (x) 
(revision): curieux 
-tion: natation 
on: marron 
s-liaison: les yeux 
eu (revision): cheveux  
ç (revision): garçon 
eau (revision): beau  
silent final e (revision): 
appelle  
silent final consonant (s) 
(revision): appelles  
ou (revision): beaucoup  
h: heure 
x-liaison: deux heures 
t-liaison: huit heures 
s-liaison (revision): trois 
heures 
silent final consonant (s) 
(revision): heures  
è: matières 
n-liaison: on a 
on (revision): on  
 

soft c: glace 
u (revision): du 
an (revision): mange  
silent final consonant (s, t) 
(revision): verts 
in (revision): sapin 
è (revision): père 
th (revision): catholique 
qu (revision): catholique 
silent final consonant (s) 
(revision): mes   
s-liaison (revision): des e-
mails 
r: regarde 
e (revision): je  
y: rugby 
-ill-: billard 
au: au  
y (revision): gymnastique  
-tion (revision): natation  
n-liaison (revision): en été  
ain: copain 
en (revision): en 
in (revision): magasin  
ai: j’aime 
-er (revision): regarder 
silent final -ent: jouent 
 
 
 
 

silent final consonant (s) 
(revision): pas 
ou (revision): tout  
au (revision): gauche 
oi (revision): droite 
en (revision): normalement  
s-liaison (revision): nous 
allons 
eu (revision): veux  
silent final consonant (x, t) 
(revision): veux, veut  
closed o: vélo 
-er (revision): aller  
silent final consonant (t) 
(revision): restaurant 
 

s-liaison (revision): États-
Unis 
x-liaison (revision): aux 
États-Unis  
ch: douche  
h (revision): habille  
silent final e (revision): 
brosse 
aim: faim 
open o: orange 
eu (revision): euros 
qu (revision): quinze 
ê: pêche 
soft g: nager 
an (revision): en vacances  
r (revision): rêve  
ou (revision): voudrais 
ai (revision): j’ai  
i (revision): tigre  
silent final consonant (p) 
(revision): loup 
-aill-: travaillé 
eau (revision): tableau  
an (revision): devant  
 
 

Knowledge - Grammar 
(Literacy) 

Nouns – gender / plurals 
The indefinite article 
The definite article 
Adjective agreement 
Opinions 

Infinitives (French and 
English) 
Conjugating 
First, Second and Third 
person singular and plural 
The subject pronouns 

avoir  - present tense 
etre – present tense 
Adjective agreements 
Je, tu il/elle 
Basic intensifiers 
Possessive adjectives 
Connectives 

The partitive article 
more regular –er verbs 
Jouer à / faire 
Ils/elles 
Aimer + infinitive 
Negatives 
Aller in present tense 

Common modal verbs 
Tu and vous 
À + definite article 
Vouloir 
Pouvoir 
Near Future Tense 

Reflexive verbs 
The near future Tense 
Je voudrais + infinitive 



Regular -er verbs in the 
present tense 
(-ir and -re verbs in the 
present tense) 
(some irregular present 
tense verbs) 
 
 

Using ‘on’ to say we 
Question formations 

Mastery Skills 
Listening / Speaking / Reading / Writing / Grammar 

Retrieval Practice 
In-lesson games for 
vocabulary repetition. 
Vocab / Grammar ‘Do Now’ 
activities. 
Active Learn Homework 

Verbs 
All phonemes / graphemes 

Connectives 
Opinions 
Gender and articles 
Numbers (for time) 
Days 
Adjective agreements 

Infinitive 
Present tense of frequent 
verbs 
Time phrases & connectives 
Opinions 
Question formations 

Opinions 
Present tense 
Adjectives 
Time phrases 

Verbs + infinitives 
Opinions 
Time phrases 
Connectives 
Near future tense 

Numeracy 
Dates on the calendar 
Ages 
Simple addition, 
subtraction, multiplication 
and division in French 

 12-hour clock and saying 
when lessons start and 
finish 

  Prices 
Higher numbers 

Differentiation/Personal 
challenge for all: SEND, 
HPA 
 

• COLAI workbooks and Pearson textbooks allow for differentiation by task and content in listening/reading/translation 
• Open/Closed prompts using in classroom activities for differentiation by outcome in writing and speaking tasks 
• Supplementary resources for extra challenge are provided by classroom teachers 
• Vocabulary mats and writing frames are available for extra support 
• Knowledge organisers provided for each half term 
• Extension tasks in lesson as appropriate 
• Open extended writing tasks 
• Personalised feedback 
• Differentiated listening and reading activities in interactive homework (Active Learn) 
• Differentiated Workbooks (A and B) 
• Advanced resources provided for native speakers 

Enrichment 
learning 

KS3 French provides an 
opening to another culture 
for our students, liberating 
them from insularity, 
fostering their curiosity and 
deepening their 
understanding of the world 

 French music and bands 
The school system in French 
speaking countries 
Winter celebrations 

French Food  
Social media / new 
technologies in France 

Facts about France French poetry (Robert 
Desnos) 
 
French Art (Henri Rousseu) 

British values 
 Gender – respecting 

male/female/trans 
Secularism in French – point 
of discussion 

 Understanding the 
difference between tu and 
vous to show respect 

 



Character  
  Resilience – talking about 

your survival kit 
Considering what makes a 
good student 

The importance of being 
physically active – point of 
discussion 

  

Careers Where languages can take 
you. 

 References to: Barack 
Obama, musicians, dancers 
Describing teachers 

References to athletes and 
people who work in the 
tech industry 

 References to artists 

Progress and 
Assessment 
opportunities 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about name, 
age, birthday, what there is 
and what there isn’t in 
school bag, likes/dislikes. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 
Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Grammar test conjugating. 
 
Vocabulary test. 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support  
1. giving information 
describing self and others 
(male and female) including 
likes/dislikes, connectives, 
intensifiers, time phrases. 
2. giving information about 
the school day, and 
opinions with reasons about 
school subjects 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 
Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about food and 
free time activities, 
including a wider range of 
opinions, verbs, 
connectives, negatives and 
adjectives. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 
Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about my area 
including a wider range of 
opinions, verbs, present 
and future tense, 
connectives, negatives and 
adjectives. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 
Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

Writing: paragraph (from 
memory with options for 
scaffolded support) giving 
information about holidays 
including a wider range of 
opinions, verbs, present 
and future tense, 
conditional tense, 
connectives, negatives and 
adjectives. 
 
Speaking: asking and 
answering questions on the 
above from memory (with 
scaffolded support) 
 
Listening/Reading 
comprehension questions 
without support. 

 
 
 
 


