
YEAR 9 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Coming of Age & Fitting In 

 

 

The Curious Incident 

Of The Dog In The 

Night-time by Mark 

Haddon 

 

Red Dot 

A murder mystery novel like no other. Christopher is fifteen 
and has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great deal 
about maths and very little about human beings, but when 

he finds a neighbour's dog murdered, he sets out on a 
terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside 

down. Winner of the Whitbread Prize 

 

To Kill A Mockingbird                     

by Harper Lee 

 

YA Red Dot 

Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man is charged with 

the rape of a white girl. To Kill a Mockingbird is a 

coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a historical 

drama of the Great Depression and a sublime example of 

the Southern writing tradition. 

 

The Knife That Killed 

Me by Anthony 

McGowan 

 

YA Yellow Dot 

Thought-provoking, original novel highlighting the 

terrible consequences of peer pressure and violence, and 

casts a spotlight on the worrying rise in knife crime among 

teenagers, written by a North London writer. 

 

 

Fractured by Teri Terry 

 

YA Blue Dot 

Kyla's memory has been erased, her personality wiped 

blank, her memories lost for ever. Or so she thought. She's 

beginning to realise that there are a lot of dark secrets 

locked away in her memories. When a mysterious man 

from her past comes back into her life, she thinks she's on 

her way to finding the truth. But the more she learns about 

her history, the more confusing her future becomes...Set in 

a disturbing future world, FRACTURED is an engrossing, 

fast-paced read.  

 

 

One Moment by 

Kristina McBride 

 

YA Yellow Dot 

It was supposed to be the best summer of Maggie's life. 

Now it's the one she'd do anything to forget. Maggie 

Reynolds remembers hanging out at the gorge with her 

closest friends after a party. She remembers climbing the 

path hand in hand with her perfect boyfriend, Joey.  So 

why can't she remember what happened next? All it takes 

is one second for everything to change. One moment to 

realise that it's the people you love who hurt you the most. 

Compelling, heart-breaking and unforgettable. 
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Action, Crime, Thrills 

 

Stormbreaker by 

Anthony Horowitz 

 

Red Dot 

When his guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, 

fourteen-year-old Alex Rider finds his world turned upside 

down. Forcibly recruited into MI6, Alex has to take part in 

gruelling SAS training exercises.  

Stylish and gripping novel, full of guns and gadgets. 

 

 

Boy Soldier  

by Andy McNab 

 

Red Dot 

 

Danny Watts' grandfather, Fergus, was a traitor - who betrayed 

his country for money. He was arrested and left to rot in a 

Columbian jail. At least, that's what seventeen-year-old Danny 

is told. But he knows that Fergus Watts is alive and in the UK, 

living in secret under an assumed name - but where? Fergus is 

Danny's only living relative. Danny sets out to track down his 

grandfather and expose him. Packed with breath taking action, 

SAS procedures and surveillance and survival techniques, this 

is a fast-moving, action-packed thriller. 

 

 

Recruit by Robert 
Muchamore 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be 

undercover police or intelligence agents, but her children bring 

their mates home and they run all over the place. The terrorist 

doesn't know that a kid has bugged every room in her house, 

cloned the hard drive on her PC, and copied all the numbers in 

her phone book. The kid works for CHERUB. CHERUB is not 

James Bond. There are no master criminals or high-tech 

gadgets. CHERUB kids live in the real world. For official 

purposes, these children do not exist. 

 

 

Blood Ties  

by Sophie McKenzie 

 

Blue Dot 

When Theo discovers the father he thought died when he was a 

baby is still alive, he's determined to find him. The clues lead 

him to Rachel, who has problems of her own, including parents 

who compare her unfavourably to her long-dead sister. But 

when Rachel and Theo are attacked by men from RAGE - the 

Righteous Army against Genetic Engineering - at Rachel's 

school disco, they are rescued by strangers and taken to meet a 

mysterious figure. There, they both make some startling 

discoveries about their identities, which will affect their past, 

present, and future in dramatic and life-altering ways... 

 

 

I’d Tell You I Love 

You, But Then I’d Have 

To Kill You by Ally 

Carter 

 

Red Dot 

Gallagher Academy might claim to be a school for 

geniuses - but it's really a school for spies.  

Cammie Morgan is fluent in fourteen languages and 

capable of killing a man in seven different ways (three of 

which involve a piece of uncooked spaghetti). But the one 

thing the Gallagher Academy hasn't prepared her for is 

what to do when she falls for an ordinary boy who thinks 

she's an ordinary girl.  
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Horror 

 

The Woman In Black 

by Susan Hill 

 

YA Purple Dot 

Proud and solitary, Eel Marsh House surveys the 

windswept reaches of the salt marshes. Arthur Kipps is 

summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the 

house's sole inhabitant, unaware of the tragic secrets 

which lie hidden behind the shuttered windows. It is not 

until he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in 

black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease 

begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance 

of the locals to talk of the woman in black. 

 

 

City Of Bones by 

Cassandra Clare 

 

Red Dot 

 

When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the 

Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects 

to witness a murder -- much less a murder committed by 

three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and 

brandishing bizarre weapons. 

 

Frozen Charlotte by 

Alex Bell 

 

YA Red Dot 

Dunvegan School for Girls has been closed for many 

years. Converted into a family home, the teachers and 

students are long gone. But they left something 

behind...Sophie arrives at the old schoolhouse to spend the 

summer with her cousins. And then there's her other 

cousin. The girl with a room full of antique dolls. The girl 

that shouldn't be there. The girl that died. Alex Bell's 

chilling novel is part of the Red Eye series. 

 

 

Department 19 Series 
by Will Hill 

 

Purple Dot 

In a secret supernatural battle that's been raging for over a 

century, the stakes have just been raised -- and they're not 

wooden anymore.  When Jamie Carpenter's mother is 

kidnapped, he finds himself dragged into Department 19, 

the government's most secret agency.  Fortunately 

Department 19 can provide the tools Jamie needs to find 

his mother, and to kill the vampires who want him dead. 

But something much older is stirring, something even 

Department 19 can't stand up against! 

 

 

Rot And Ruin by 

Jonathan Maberry 

 

YA Red Dot 

Nearly fourteen years ago a freak virus swept across the 

world turning those infected from the living into the 

undead. Benny is fifteen, and his brother Tom wants him 

to join the 'family business' and train as a zombie killer. 

Then the brothers head into the Rot and Ruin, an area full 

of wandering zombies.  Benny finds his beliefs challenged 

and makes the most terrifying discovery of all, that 

sometimes the worst monsters you can imagine, are 

human... 
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YEAR 9 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Dystopian 

 

How I Live Now by Meg 

Rosoff 

 

Purple Dot 

Powerful and engaging story of Daisy, the precocious 

New Yorker and her English cousin Edmond, torn apart as 

war breaks out in London, from the multi award-winning 

author 

 

Noughts And Crosses 

Trilogy by Malorie 

Blackman  

 

Yellow Dot 

Sephy is a Cross – a member of the dark-skinned ruling 

class. Callum is a nought – a ‘colourless’ member of the 

underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two 

have been friends since early childhood.  Then a limited 

number of Noughts are allowed into Cross schools… 

Against a background of prejudice and distrust, intensely 

highlighted by violent terrorist activity by Noughts, a 

romance builds between Sephy and Callum – a romance 

that is to lead both of them into terrible danger… 

 

 

The Knife Of Never 

Letting Go by Patrick 

Ness 

 

Yellow Dot 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And you 

can hear everything they think. And they can hear 

everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in with their 

plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month away from the 

birthday that will make him a man. But his town has been 

keeping secrets from him. Secrets that are going to force 

him to run... 

 

 

The Hunger Games by 

Suzanne Collins 

 

Red Dot 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death 

sentence when she is forced to represent her district in the 

annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. But 

Katniss has been close to death before and survival, for 

her, is second nature. The Hunger Games is a searing 

novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to our 

present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV show ever... 

 

 

Divergent by Veronica 

Roth 

 

Yellow Dot 

  In sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior's world, society is 

divided into five factions - each dedicated to the 

cultivation of a particular virtue, in the attempt to form a 

'perfect society.' At the age of sixteen, teens must choose 

the faction to which they will devote their lives. On her 

Choosing Day, Beatrice renames herself Tris, rejects her 

family's group, and chooses another faction. After 

surviving a brutal initiation she discovers unrest and 

growing conflict in their seemingly 'perfect society.'  
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YEAR 9 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Mind Games and Magic 

 

Rebecca by Daphne du 

Maurier 

 

Purple Dot 

Classic. After the death of his beautiful wife Rebecca, 

Maxim de Winter goes to Monte Carlo to forget the past. 

There he meets and marries a quiet young woman and 

takes her back to Manderley, his family home in Cornwall. 

But will the memory of Rebecca destroy the new 

marriage? 

 

Witchchild by Celia 

Rees  

 

Purple Dot 

Mary sees her grandmother accused of witchcraft and 

hanged for the crime and is then taken to a boat in 

Plymouth and from there sails to the New World where 

she hopes to make a new life among the pilgrims. But old 

superstitions die hard and soon Mary finds that she, like 

her grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and stupidity, 

and once more she faces important choices to ensure her 

survival.  

 

 

Happy Potter And The 

Goblet Of Fire by JK 

Rowling 

 

Purple Dot 

The summer holidays are dragging on and Harry Potter 

can't wait for the start of the school year. It is his fourth 

year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, and 

there are spells to be learnt, potions to be brewed and 

Divination lessons (sigh) to be attended. Harry is 

expecting these: however, other quite unexpected events 

are already on the march ... 

 

 

The Novice by Trudi 

Canavan 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sonea knew the other novices in the Magicians' Guild 

were the sons and daughters of the most powerful families 

in the realm, who seem determined to see her fail - even if 

they have to engineer her failure themselves. Then 

someone starts spreading malicious rumours about her, 

Akkarin, The High Lord, steps in to put a stop to it. It 

seems that Akkarin harbours a secret that is far darker than 

his magician's robes. Taken into his confidence, Sonea 

must keep the truth hidden.  

 

 

Bunker Diary by Kevin 

Brooks 

 

Yellow Dot 

The Bunker Diary is an exploration of what happens when 

your worst nightmare comes true - and how will you 

survive?  Linus wakes up in a low-ceilinged rectangular 

building made entirely of whitewashed concrete. There are 

six little rooms along the main corridor. There are no 

windows. No doors. The lift is the only way in or out. 

What is Linus going to do? Winner of the Carnegie Medal 

2014 
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YEAR 9 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Relationships 

 

Life On A Refrigerator 

Door by Alice Kuipers 

 

Blue Dot 

Heartfelt, touching, and unforgettable, Life on the 

Refrigerator Door is a glimpse into the lives of mothers 

and daughters everywhere. Told through a series of notes 

written from a loving mother and her devoted fifteen-year-

old daughter, debut author Alice Kuipers deftly captures 

the impenetrable fabric that connects mothers and 

daughters throughout the world. Moving and rich with 

emotion. 

 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte 

Bronte 

 

Purple Dot 

Classic .Although the poor but plucky heroine is 

outwardly of plain appearance, she possesses an 

indomitable spirit, a sharp wit and great courage. She is 

forced to battle against the exigencies of a cruel guardian, 

a harsh employer and a rigid social order. All of which 

circumscribe her life and position when she becomes 

governess to the daughter of the mysterious, sardonic and 

attractive Mr Rochester. 

 

 

Eleanor And Park by 

Rainbow Rowell 

 

YA Blue Dot 

Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more 

alone. Then she takes the seat on the bus next to Park. 

Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an 

ever-growing stack of mix tapes, Eleanor and Park fall in 

love. Set over the course of one school year in 1986, 

Eleanor & Park is funny, sad, shocking and true - an 

exquisite nostalgia trip for anyone who has never forgotten 

their first love. 

 

 

Am I Normal Yet? by 

Holly Bourne 

 

YA Yellow Dot 

Evie, Amber and Lottie: three girls facing down tough 

issues with the combined powers of friendship, feminism 

and cheesy snacks. Both hilarious and heart-rending, this 

is Evie's no-holds-barred story of struggling to live a 

'normal' teen life in the grip of OCD. 

 

 

The Fault In Our Stars 
by John Green 

 

YA Red Dot 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has 

bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but 

terminal.  But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus 

Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, 

Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten. 

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our 

Stars is brilliantly at exploring the funny, thrilling, and 

tragic business of being alive and in love. 
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Historical 

 

Chains by Laurie Halse 

Anderson 

 

Red Dot 

Isabel and her sister, Ruth, are slaves. Sold from one 

owner to the next, they arrive in New York as the 

Americans are fighting for their independence. Soon 

Isabel is struggling to keep herself and her sister safe in a 

world in which they have no control. With a rare and 

compelling voice, this haunting novel tells not only the 

story of a remarkable girl and her incredible strength, but 

also of a time and place where lives were valued like 

weights of meat or bundles of vegetables. 

 

 

Newes Of The Dead by 

Mary Hooper 

 

Purple Dot 

In 1650 Anne Green, a young servant girl, gave birth 

prematurely to an illegitimate child. Sadly the baby died 

and poor Anne was falsely accused of infanticide. In front 

of a large crowd she was hanged and then carried to the 

College of Physicians to be dissected for medical science. 

But as Anne's corpse lay on the table and the doctors 

assembled, a strange rattle was heard in her throat. Could 

she still be alive? 

 

Lies We Tell Ourselves 
by Robin Talley 

 

YA Yellow Dot 

It is 1959 – the battle for civil rights is raging. And it's 

Sarah's first day of school as one of the first black students 

at previously all-white school.  No-one wants her there. 

Certainly not the students - especially Linda. Sarah and 

Linda are supposed to despise each other. Both girls start 

to feel something they've never felt before. Because it's 

one thing to stand up to an unjust world - but another to be 

terrified of what's in your own heart.   

 

Buffalo Soldier by 

Tanya Landman 

 

YA Red Dot 

At the end of the American Civil War, Charley - a young 

African-American slave from the deep south - is freed. In 

a terrifyingly lawless land, where the colour of a person's 

skin can bring violent death, Charley disguises herself as a 

man and joins the army. Trapped in a world of injustice 

and inequality, it's only when Charley is posted to Apache 

territory that she begins to learn what it is to be truly free. 

Winner of the Carnegie Medal 2015 

 

All The Truth That’s In 

Me 

By Julie Berry 

 

Yellow Dot 

Judith can't speak. Ever since the horrifying trauma that 

left her best friend dead and Judith without a tongue, she's 

been a pariah in her community; even her own mother 

can't look her in the eye. When her community is attacked, 

Judith is forced to choose: continue to live in silence or 

recover her voice, even if what she has to say might 

change things forever. 
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Science Fiction & Fantasy 

 

The Time Machine by 

HG Wells   

 

Purple Dot 

Classic. One of the most loved science fiction novels of all 

time. H. G. Wells crafts a vivid and haunting picture of an 

earth some 800,000 years into the future. Written in the 

late 19th century, "The Time Machine" was the first novel 

about time travel and its impact on the science fiction 

genre is unparalleled. 

 

 

Northern Lights by 

Phillip Pullman 

 

Purple Dot 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and 

her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among 

scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that 

awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, 

where witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her 

extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 

consequences far beyond her own world... Winner of the 

Carnegie Medal 2005 

 

The Hobbit by JRR 

Tolkien 

 

Purple Dot 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, 

unambitious life, rarely travelling further than the pantry 

of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his contentment is 

disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and a company of 

thirteen dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk 

him away on an unexpected journey ‘there and back 

again’. They have a plot to raid the treasure hoard of 

Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous 

dragon… 

 

 

The Iron King by Julie 

Kagawa 

 

Red Dot 

Something has always felt slightly off in Meghan's life, 

ever since her father disappeared before her eyes when she 

was six. She has never quite fit in at school...or at home. 

When a dark stranger begins watching her from afar, 

Meghan senses that everything she's known is about to 

change. But she could never have guessed the truth - that 

she is the daughter of a mythical fairy king and is a pawn 

in a deadly war.  

 

 

Eragon by Christopher 

Paolini 

 

Red Dot 

One boy . . . One dragon . . . A world of adventure. 

When Eragon finds a polished stone in the forest, he 

thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy; 

perhaps it will buy his family meat for the winter. But 

when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon 

realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the 

Empire itself. 
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