
YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Series 

 

Young Samurai by 

Chris Bradford 

 

 

Purple Dot 

 

The Shogun has deemed that any Christian or foreigner 

now discovered outside the bounds of an official trading 

port will be instantly put to death. For Jack, Nagasaki is 

within reach, but the Shogun's samurai are closing in with 

the help of Jack's old school rival, Kazuki, who has a score 

to settle. 

 

 

Young Blood by Charlie 

Higson 

 

Red Dot 

 

A series of five young adult spy novels by Charlie Higson 

featuring Ian Fleming's secret agent, James Bond, as a 

young teenage boy attending school at Eton College in the 

1930s. 
 

 

 

 

Alex Rider by Anthony 

Horowitz 

 

Yellow/Red Dot 

 

When his guardian dies in suspicious circumstances, 

fourteen-year-old Alex Rider finds his world turned upside 

down. Forcibly recruited into MI6, Alex has to take part in 

gruelling SAS training exercises.  

 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant 

by Derek Landy 

 

 

Yellow/Red Dot 

 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-cracking 

detective, powerful magician, master of dirty tricks and 

burglary (in the name of the greater good, of course). 

Oh yeah. And he is dead. 

 

 

 

Percy Jackson And The 

Lightning Thief by Rick 

Riordan 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

In the mood for monsters and mythological heroes? Look 

no further than Rick Riordan's fun, fast-paced Percy 

Jackson series, which follows the adventures of young 

demigod (half mortal, half Greek god) Percy and his 

friends Annabeth and Grover 
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Action, Crime, Thrills 

 

Just Jealous by Anne 

Cassidy 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

Elise has a crush. She's been infatuated with her best 

friend, Carl, for as long as she can remember. When he 

starts dating an American girl who's just arrived at their 

school, Elise thinks it will just be a short fling. When she 

realises it's not, she decides she needs to take matters into 

her own hands. 

 

 

The Word-Eater by 

Michael Dahl 

 

Blue Dot 

 

A young man gets a sliver from a strange book. That 

night, beneath the glow of a full moon, the man transforms 

into the Word Eater. The beast prowls the streets, 

searching for words to eat. If the Librarian doesn't stop it, 

every word and everything on Earth could disappear. 

 

 

Hellbent by Anthony 

McGowan 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Connor O'Neil is in Hell. No, really. While chasing his 

dog, he got run over by an ice-cream truck, and now he's 

sentenced to eternal damnation. He's stuck in a corner of 

Hell specifically designed for his maximum torture -- lined 

with bookshelves and droning educational radio programs. 

Then he realises that his personal version of Hell might be 

someone else's idea of Heaven -- and vice versa. 

 

 

Model Under Cover by 

Carina Axelsson 

 

 Purple Dot 

 

When a new case lands on Axelle Anderson's London 

doorstep, the stylish sleuth can't resist strapping on the 

heels and snapping on the shades to track down whoever 

attacked fashion photographer Gavin. But what's the deal 

with the memory stick full of mysterious photos? Can 

Axelle discover the secret they contain and stop a killer in 

his tracks? 

 

 

Girl Missing by Sophie 

McKenzie 

 

Blue Dot 

 

Lauren has always known she was adopted but when a 

little research turns up the possibility that she was 

snatched from an American family as a baby, suddenly 

Lauren's life seems like a sham. How can she find her 

biological parents? And are her adoptive parents really 

responsible for kidnapping her? A family trip to the US 

gives her the chance to run away and try and find the truth. 

But the circumstances of her disappearance are murky and 

Lauren's kidnappers are still at large and willing to do 

anything to keep her silent... 
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Horror 

 

Darkside by Tom 

Becker 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Jonathan Starling's home has been attacked, his dad is in 

an asylum, he's running for his life, and there's nowhere to 

hide.  

Jonathan has stumbled upon London's greatest secret: 

Darkside. 

Incredibly dangerous and unimaginably exciting, Darkside 

is the creepiest place Jonathan has ever seen. 

 

 

13 Days Of Midnight by 

Leo Hunt 

 

Yellow Dot 

When Luke Manchett's estranged father dies suddenly, he 

leaves his son a dark inheritance. Luke has been left in 

charge of his father's ghost collection: eight restless spirits. 

They want revenge for their long enslavement, and in the 

absence of the father, they're more than happy to take his 

son. It isn't fair, but you try and reason with the vengeful 

dead. Luke has just thirteen days to uncover the closely 

guarded secrets of black magic, and send the unquiet 

spirits to their eternal rest.  

 

 

Tales Of Terror From 

The Tunnel’s Mouth by 

Chris Priestley 

 

Purple Dot 

 

Robert Harper is going back to school, and it is the first 

railway journey he has ever made alone. The train stops at 

the mouth of a tunnel and in order to help while away the 

time a strange woman dressed in white tells Robert stories. 

But these are not the kind of stories normally told to a 

child. Soon Robert is both entranced and terrified by the 

strange woman and the macabre stories. 

 

 

The Enemy Series by 

Charlie Higson 

 

Yellow/Red Dot 

 

They'll chase you. They'll rip you open. They'll feed on 

you ...When the sickness came, every parent, police 

officer, politician - every adult - fell ill. The lucky ones 

died. The others are crazed, confused and hungry. Only 

children under fourteen remain, and they're fighting to 

survive. Now there are rumours of a safe place to hide. 

And so a gang of children begin their quest across 

London, where all through the city - down alleyways, in 

deserted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in wait. 

But can they make it there - alive? 

 

 

Zom-b series by Darren 

Shan 

 

Yellow/Red dot 

 

Can you love a bullying racist thug if he's your father? 

How do you react when confronted with your darkest 

inner demons? What do you do when zombies attack? B 

Smith is about to find out... 

Will make you think as well as gag – gory and exciting 
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Fantasy Worlds 

 

 

Coraline by Neil 

Gaiman 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Sometimes funny, always creepy, genuinely moving, this 

marvellous spine-chiller will appeal to readers from nine 

to ninety.'  Coraline is a dreamlike adventure. For all its 

gripping nightmare imagery, this is actually a conventional 

fairy story with a moral.' - 'Daily Telegraph'. Stephen King 

once called Neil Gaiman 'a treasure-house of stories' and, 

in this wonderful novel, which has been likened to both 

'Alice in Wonderland' and the 'Narnia Chronicles', we get 

to see Neil at his storytelling best. 

 

 

 

Uglies by Scott 

Westerheld 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Tally Youngblood is about to turn sixteen, and she can't 

wait for the operation that turns everyone from a repellent 

ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you 

into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to party. 

But new friend Shay would rather hover board to "the 

Smoke" and be free. Tally learns about a whole new side 

of the pretty world and it isn't very pretty. 

 

 

Gone by Michael Grant 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

In the blink of an eye. Everyone disappears. GONE. 

Except for the young. But not one single adult. No 

teachers, no cops, no doctors, no parents. Just as suddenly, 

there are no phones, no internet, and no television. No way 

to get help. And no way to figure out what's happened 

 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin 
Colfer 

 

Red Dot 

 

Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius—

and, above all, a criminal mastermind. But even Artemis 

doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, 

Captain Holly Short of the LEP Recon Unit. These aren't 

the fairies of bedtime stories—they're dangerous! Full of 

unexpected twists and turns, Artemis Fowl is a riveting, 

magical adventure. 

 

 

 

Spook’s Adventure by 

Joseph Delaney 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

This is a terrifying series about a young boy training to be 

an exorcist. Thomas Ward is the seventh son of a seventh 

son and has been apprenticed to the local Spook. The job 

is hard, the Spook is distant and many apprentices have 

failed before Thomas. Somehow Thomas must learn how 

to exorcise ghosts, contain witches and bind boggarts. But 

when he is tricked into freeing Mother Malkin, the most 

evil witch in the County, the horror begins. 
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Relationships 

 

Artichoke Hearts by 

Sita Brahmachari 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Twelve-year-old Mira comes from a chaotic, artistic and 

outspoken family, where it’s not always easy to be heard. 

As her beloved Nana Josie's health declines, Mira begins 

to discover the secrets of those around her, and also starts 

to keep some of her own. She is drawn to mysterious Jidé, 

a boy who is clearly hiding a troubled past and has grown 

hardened layers - like those of an artichoke - around his 

heart. 

 

 

 

Love Aubrey by 

Suzanna LaFleur 

 

Blue Dot 

 

 

 

A tragic accident has turned eleven-year-old Aubrey’s 

world upside down. Starting a new life all alone, Aubrey 

has everything she thinks she needs. She cannot talk about 

what happened to her. Writing letters is the only thing that 

feels right to Aubrey, even if no one ever reads them. 

 

 

 

Ketchup Clouds by 

Annabel Pitcher 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

Fifteen-year-old Zoe has a secret - a dark and terrible 

secret that she can't confess to anyone she knows. But then 

one day she hears of a criminal, Stuart Harris, locked up 

on death row in Texas. Like Zoe, Stuart is no stranger to 

secrets. Or lies. Or murder. Full of heartache yet humour, 

Zoe tells her story in the only way she can - in letters to 

the man in prison in America. Armed with a pen, Zoe 

begins her tale of love and betrayal. 

 

 

A Monster Calls by 

Patrick Ness 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

 

This is an extraordinarily moving novel about coming to terms 

with loss. The monster showed up just after midnight. As they 

do. He's been expecting the one from his nightmare, the one 

he's had nearly every night since his mother started her 

treatments, the one with the darkness and the wind and the 

screaming...The monster in his back garden, though, this 

monster is something different. Something ancient, something 

wild. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. 

It wants the truth. Darkly mischievous and painfully funny.  

Winner of the Carnegie Medal 2012 

 

 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a 

burst of colour and sound, the hallways hum with the 

murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s 

heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit 

revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High 

are enchanted. At first.  
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Historical 

 

The Boy In The Striped 

Pyjama by John Boyne 

 

Red Dot 

 

When Bruno returns home from school one day, he 

discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. 

His father has received a promotion and the family must 

move from their home to a new house far away, where 

there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence 

running alongside stretches as far as the eye can see and 

cuts him off from the strange people he can see in the 

distance. 

 

 

Remembrance by 

Theresa Breslin 

 

Purple Dot 

 

1915 – Scotland. All too soon the horror of The Great War 

engulfs two families, their friends and the whole village. 

From the horror of the trenches, to the devastating reality 

seen daily by those nursing the wounded, they struggle to 

survive. Nothing will ever be the same again.  

 

 

Annexed by Sharon 

Dogar 

 

Blue Dot 

 

In this powerful and gripping novel, Sharon Dogar 

explores what this might have been like from Peter’s point 

of view. What was it like to be forced into hiding with 

Anne Frank, first to hate her and then to find yourself 

falling in love with her? Especially with your parents and 

her parents all watching almost everything you do 

together. To know you’re being written about in Anne’s 

diary, day after day?  

 

 

 

Guantanamo Boy by 

Anna Perera 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

 

Khalid, a fifteen-year-old Muslim boy from Rochdale, is 

abducted from Pakistan while on holiday with his family. 

He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without charge, 

where his hopes and dreams are crushed under the 

cruellest of circumstances. An innocent denied his 

freedom at a time when Western boys are finding theirs, 

Khalid tries and fails to understand what's happening to 

him and cannot fail to be a changed young man. 

 

 

 

Velvet by Mary Hooper 

 

Purple Dot 

 

 

 

 

Velvet is a laundress in a Victorian steam laundry.  She is 

an orphan and has to rely upon her own wits to make a 

living. The laundry's work is back-breaking. Then Velvet 

is noticed by Madame Savoya, a famed medium, who asks 

Velvet to come to work for her. Velvet is dazzled at first 

by the young yet beautifully dressed and bejewelled 

Madame. But soon Velvet realises that Madame Savoya is 

not all that she says she is, and Velvet's very life is in 

danger ...A romantic and thrillingly exciting novel 
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Mind Games and Magic 

 

 

The Prisoner Of 

Azkaban by J.K. 

Rowling 

 

Purple Dot 

 

 

When Harry and his best friends go back for their third 

year at Hogwarts, the atmosphere is tense. There's an 

escaped mass-murderer on the loose and the sinister prison 

guards of Azkaban have been called in to guard the 

school. Lessons, however, must go on and there are lots of 

new subjects in third year - Care of Magical Creatures and 

Divination among others - to take Harry's mind off things. 

 

 

 

Numbers by Rachel 

Ward 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

Ever since she was child, Jem has kept a secret: Whenever 

she meets someone new, no matter who, as soon as she 

looks into their eyes, a number pops into her head. That 

number is a date: the date they will die. Burdened with 

such awful awareness, Jem avoids relationships. Until she 

meets Spider, another outsider, and takes a chance.  

 

 

 

My Swordhand Is 

Singing by Marcus 

Sedgwick 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the bitter cold of an unrelenting winter Tomas and his 

son, Peter, arrive in Chust to settle as woodcutters. Tomas 

digs a channel of fast-flowing waters around their hut so 

they have their own little island kingdom. Peter doesn't 

understand why his father has done this. One of the best 

vampire stories written for young people. 

 

 

 

Hush, Hush by Becca 

Fitzpatrick 

 

Yellow Dot 

 

 

 

Nora's never been particularly attracted to the boys at her 

school.  Not until Patch came along.  With his easy smile and 

eyes that seem to see inside her, she is drawn to him.  But after 

a series of terrifying encounters, Nora's not sure who to trust.  

Patch seems to be everywhere she is. And when she tries to 

seek some answers, she finds herself near a truth that is more 

unsettling. For Nora is right in the middle of a centuries-old 

battle between the immortal and those that have fallen - and 

sooner or later, she's going to have to pick sides... 

 

 

 

The Crowfield Curse by 

Pat Walsh 

 

Red Dot 

 

 

 

It's 1347 and fifteen-year-old Will, an orphan boy, lives at 

Crowfield Abbey. Sent into the forest to gather wood, he 

rescues instead, a creature from a trap - a hob, who shares 

with Will a terrible secret. Somewhere in the forest behind 

the abbey where he lives, is a grave. And buried deep in 

the snow is an angel. But how can an angel die? What has 

it to do with the monks of the Abbey?  
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YEAR 8 SUGGESTED READING LIST 
 

Manga and Comic Books 

 

Maximum Ride Series 
by James Patterson 

 

Orange Dot 

Fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, 

knows what it's like to soar above the world. She and all 

the members of the 'Flock' are just like ordinary kids - 

only they have wings and can fly. The friends brave a 

journey to blazing hot Death Valley, California, to save 

Angel, but soon enough, they find themselves in yet 

another nightmare - this one involving fighting off the 

half-human, half-wolf 'Erasers' in New York City. 

 

Naruto Series by 

Masashi Kishimoto  

 

 

The world's most popular ninja Comic. Twelve years ago 

the Village Hidden in the Leaves was attacked by a 

fearsome threat. A nine-tailed fox spirit claimed the life of 

the village leader, the Hokage, and many others. Today, 

the village is at peace and a troublemaking kid named 

Naruto is struggling to graduate from Ninja Academy. His 

goal may be to become the next Hokage, but his true 

destiny will be much more complicated.  

 

 

Fairy Tail Series by 

Hiro Mashima 

17-year-old Lucy is an attractive mage-in-training who 

wants to join a magician's guild so that she can become a 

full-fledged magician. The guild she dreams about joining 

is the most famous in the world and is known as the Fairy 

Tail. One day she meets Natsu who has devoted his life to 

finding his Dragon father. When Natsu helps Lucy out of a 

tricky situation, she discovers that he is a member of the 

Fairy Tail magician's guild and their adventure begins. 

 

 

Alone Series by Fabien 

Vehlmann 

Ivan, Leila, Camille, Terry, Dodzi. Five children who have 

never met each other, who live very different lives in a 

small city. Then, one day, they all wake up in their empty 

homes, walk out into empty streets and wander through 

the empty city - No adults, no other children; just the five 

of them eventually finding each other, and forced to band 

together to face the inevitable questions  -  and the dangers 

of a modern city suddenly emptied of its inhabitants. 

 

 

Alex Rider Series By 

Anthony Horowitz 

 

Orange Dot 

Forcibly recruited into MI6 after the mysterious death of 

his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex is sent to infiltrate the 

organization of a sinister billionaire. Within days he's gone 

from schoolboy to superspy - and it looks like his first 

assignment may be his last...This is a slick, clean, stylishly 

crafted and coloured graphic adaptation bringing to life all 

the adventure, thrills and spills of this bestselling story.  

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maximum-Ride-Manga-James-Patterson/dp/0099538369&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiRmeDb0OLUAhXGI8AKHbC_BsgQwW4IHDAD&usg=AFQjCNHNmWvwwNr7Ry2NP_w6WHg56t381Q
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/series/Naruto&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjUxa30juPUAhXBLMAKHYGwDkAQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNGLrk9b5SRMW8JrU6hIeJai7rfjNA
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:FairyTail-Volume_1_Cover.jpg&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiKyLSykOPUAhXiJMAKHTs5BZIQwW4IFjAA&usg=AFQjCNGF1KkCwKr_7yxWMdfPD1pD91251Q
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://www.amazon.com/Vanishing-Alone-Fabien-Vehlmann/dp/1849181969&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj7suevk-PUAhUQM8AKHfFoAIMQwW4IGDAB&usg=AFQjCNGPWD7ZjpeXXZR58iJbNbCeHawLcQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/136783.Stormbreaker&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjS7KCXlOPUAhVKLsAKHWBSBjYQwW4IJDAH&usg=AFQjCNEqxHLjivOtSSz9G-Y88ieujj-1og

