
Aim: a world class curriculum to inspire all students to understand the concepts, ideas and powerful knowledge central to building social capital; a pathway 

to higher education, work and civic participation. 

A-Level Sociology Curriculum Map 2016-2017 

 

  

Year 12 Autumn 1: 
An introduction to A-level 
Sociology/The Sociology of 
Education 
 

Autumn 2: The Sociology 
of Education 

Spring 1:  Research 
Methods 
 
The Sociology of the 
Family 

Spring 2:  Families & 
Households 

Summer 1: Families & 
Households 
 
Exam preparation 

Summer 2: The Mass 
Media 

Curriculum 
Content 
 
 

An introduction to 
sociological thinking, social 
patterns, structures and 
processes 
 
An introduction to 
sociological theory: 
functionalism, Marxism, 
Feminism, Social Action 
Theory and Postmodernism 
 
Functions of the Education 
System 
 
Education and Social Class 
 

Gender and educational 
achievement 
 
Ethnicity & Educational 
Achievement 
 
Factors & Processes in 
Schools 
 
Education & Social Policy 
 
Education, Globalisation 
and Privatisation 
  

Reliability, Validity, 
Positivism & 
Interpretivism 
 
Quantitative Primary 
Research Methods 
 
Qualitative Primary 
Research Methods 
 
Secondary Research 
Methods 
 
What is the family? 

Theories of the family 
 
The family, social 
structure and social 
change 
 
The domestic division of 
labour/power 
relationships in the 
household 
 
Family diversity 
 
The changing status of 
childhood 
 

Demographic changes in 
British society 
 
The family & social 
policy 
 
Revision and exam 
technique workshops 

What is the mass 
media? 
 
What are the key media 
institutions? 
 
How has the media 
been shaped by 
globalisation? 
 
Media effects on 
audiences 

Assessment 
 
 

A-level Paper 1: Education 
and Research Methods 
exam questions (short 
answer and essay) 

A-level Paper 1: Education 
and Research Methods 
exam questions (short 
answer and essay) 

A-level Paper 1: 
Education and Research 
Methods exam 
questions (short answer 
and essay) 

A-level Paper 2: Topics 
in Sociology (Families & 
Households) exam 
questions (short answer 
and essay) 

A-level Papers 1 and 2: 
Education & Research 
Methods and Families & 
Households (short 
answer and essay) 

A-level Paper 2: Topics 
in Sociology (Mass 
Media) 

BIG question 
 
 
 

How is society possible?   Why do different social 
groups achieve differently 
in the education system 

How should society be 
researched? How should 
sociology be conducted 

What role does the 
family have in society? 
How has society 
changed the structure of 
the family? 

What are the skills and 
knowledge I need to 
perform well in the 
mock exams? 

What role does the 
media play in modern 
British society? 
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Year 13 Autumn 1 
 
The Mass Media 

Autumn 2 
 
The Mass Media 
 
Crime & Deviance 

Spring 1 
 
Crime & Deviance 

Spring 2 
 
Sociological Theory & 
Research Methods 

Summer 1 
 
Sociological Theory 

Summer 2 
 
Revision & Exam 
technique 

Curriculum 
content 
 
 

Ownership and control of 
the media 
 
Selection and presentation 
of news 
 
Media representations 
(gender/ethnicity/disability 
and age) 
 
New Media 
 
Postmodernism & the media 

Definitions of crime, 
deviance and social control 
 
Crime & the Mass Media 
 
Functionalist & subcultural 
theories of crime 
 
Marxist theories of crime 
 
Interactionist and feminist 
theories of crime 
 
Postmodernism & crime 

Crime & gender 
 
Crime & ethnicity 
 
Crime & age 
 
Globalisation, state and 
white collar crime 
 
Left & Right Realism and 
Approaches to crime 
reduction 
 
Functionalist theory of 
society 
 

Marxist/Neo-Marxist 
theories 
 
Interactionism 
 
Feminism 
 
Postmodernism 
 
Sociology & Science 
 
Sociology & Values 

Sociology & Social Policy 
 
Exam preparation and 
technique: Paper 1 
(Education) 
 
Exam preparation and 
technique: Paper 1 
(Research Methods) 
 
Exam preparation and 
technique: Paper 2 
(Families) 
 
Exam preparation and 
technique : Paper 2 
(Media) 

Exam preparation and 
technique – all papers 

Assessment 
 
 

A-level Paper 2: Topics in 
Sociology (Mass Media) 
(short answer and essay) 

A-level Paper 2: Topics in 
Sociology (Mass Media) 
 
A-level Paper 3: Crime & 
Deviance with Theory and 
Methods 

A-level Paper 3: Crime & 
Deviance with Theory 
and Methods (short 
answer and essay) 

A-level Paper 3: Crime & 
Deviance with Theory 
and Methods (Essay 
questions) 

A-level papers 1, 2 & 3  

BIG question 
 
 
 

How is the media owned, 
controlled, how is news 
selected and represented, 
and why? 

How do we explain why 
people commit crime? 

Why are some social 
groups more likely to 
commit crimes than 
others? What are the 
crimes of the rich & 
powerful? 

How does society 
function? How should 
society be studied? 
What contribution can 
sociologists make to 
improving society? 

How do we secure our 
best possible grades in 
Sociology? 

How do we secure our 
best possible grades in 
Sociology? 


