
Message from the Principal  

I am pleased to be able to forward you a copy of our latest newsletter which summarises some 

of the work which has taken place at the Academy this term.  The Autumn Term has flown 

past and I am pleased that the students have engaged so enthusiastically, ensuring that the term 

has been a success. Highlights for me include the Awards Evening on which this newsletter is 

based.  We have cemented our relationship with our sponsors, but also with other stake-

holders, including the Worshipful Company of Saddlers, UnLtd and a range of others.  Our 

thanks to all they are contributing.  We have 3 months left until our new building is completed 

and this is an incredibly exciting time for us all.  I hope many of our parents will come to have a 

look round in the near future.  There are some important dates shown in this Newsletter, so 

please take note.  Wishing you well for this festive season. 
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December 2009 

Events for your diary: 

Friday 18th December 2009 
- students last day of Au-

tumn term 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th 
January 2010 - INSET 

days. No students on site 

Wednesday 27th January 
2010 - Year 11 Parents 

Evening 

Thursday 4th February 

2010 - Careers Fayre 

Monday 8th March 2010 - 
Learning Conference Day 

(all year groups) 

Wednesday 10th March 
2010 - Year 9 Parents Eve-

ning 

COLAI First Annual Awards Ceremony 
On 22nd October 2009, the City of London 

AcademyñIslington held its first annual 

awards evening, in celebration of the stu-

dents achievements and efforts through the 

academic year 2008-2009. 

The event was held in The Great Hall of 

City University London, which was a very 

fitting venue for the most prestigious occa-

sion of the year. 

Students were honoured for their attain-

ment, effort and citizenship within their 

Learning Communities. Deputy Richard 

Regan, Chair of Governors,  presented the 

students with their certificates and prizes. 

It was not only the students that were hon-

oured on the night; Mathilda Peter, Catering 

Manager was honoured with the Saddlers 

Prize for her continued hard work and dedi-

cation towards the Academy community. 

Performing Arts students from COLAI  per-

formed on the night, with 2 performances 

from the musicals ôChicagoõ and ô5 guys 

named Moeõ, which were both very well 

received. 

A special note of thanks to City University 

London for their help with the event and  

continued support. Also thanks to the 

Worshipful Company of Saddlers, who pre-

sented 2 prizes on the night. 

Lois Campbell is awarded the Chairmanõs 

Award for outstanding contribution towards 

the Academy Community presented by Chair 

of Governors, Richard Regan 
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Maths & Financial Literacy 
Learning Community  

ICT Update 

2009 was a great year for ICT at COLA-I with some outstanding results for our Year 11 students. Of all 

the students that were entered for the OCR Nationals First Award in ICT, every student obtained at 

least a Pass Grade. In total there were 29 Distinctions (Aõs), 14 Merits (Bõs) and 34 Passes (Cõs).  

Congratulations to the Year 11õs for achieving such great 

results and also the ICT teachers for their hard work and 

dedication to the cause.  

Hopefully 2010 will bring even greater results.  

Can you guess which member of 

the Maths and Financial Literacy 

team this is? 

Answers to 

be given to 

your tutor. 

Message from the Student Achieve-

ment Leader  - Ben Youard  

Welcome Yr 8 students - I hope you all had a 

fantastic term.  The whole year group have 

made an impressive start to this academic 

year and are proving, once again, to be a fo-

cused, conscientious and able group of young 

people. I hope this continues throughout the 

year and we see some real success in Year 8. 

Congratulations to all those students who 

received awards at the COLA-I Awards Eve-

ning at City University.  It was a truly enjoy-

able evening recognising the achievements 

from last year.  Well done! 

So far this term, we have had many activities 

including the Pupil Action Planning day on the 

19th Nov.  All the students engaged with the 

various issues that were being discussed and 

were encouraged to become much more 

aware of some of the challenges facing young 

people. 

The new building is really taking shape now 

and some students have been able to take a 

tour of the new facilities.  I canõt wait until we 

are in there! 

Attendance continues to be a focus in year 8.  

Overall the attendance is very good with 

over half the students in our ôgreen groupõ ð 

with a chance of winning one of the fabulous 

prizes each half term.  Well done to Berkcan 

who won the i-pod in Octoberõs assembly. 

I wish everyone a very happy and restful fes-

tive season. 
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Message from Mr Rahman ñAssistant Vice Principal  

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all students for participating in a fantastic 
Awards event at the City University and a really extraordinary way to celebrate your success. 

I would like to thank all of the students who won awards and were recognised for their 
achievements within the Maths and Financial Literacy Community, including ICT. I know that 
the staff have been so proud of the GCSE results as well as several students achieving high 
AS results. Many Congratulations to the winners of the Awards, who took part in the 
awards evening. 
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Message from Mr DineenñAssistant Vice Principal 

I would like to congratulate all the winners from the first ever Academy Awards eve- ning 

at City University.  All the students who received awards on the evening are excellent examples 

of how much students can progress at the Academy if you have the correct attitude.  All the 

students are hard working, polite and helpful students and I hope they receive more awards in 

the future.   

Message from the Student Achievement Leader  

- Emily Hanna  

Congratulations to the year group for their ma-

turity and focus in the Early Entry GCSEs.   Many 

of Year 11 have now sat both English and 

Maths GCSEs, which puts them in good stead 

for the summer.   We are very much looking for-

ward to our Pupil Action Planning 

Day, ôPresenting Yourselfõ,  a ca-

reer -focused day, where students 

will have the opportunity to work 

on their interview skills and per-

sonal statements with dedicated 

Volunteers   from a number of 

professions.  

 

The countdown to the summer 

exams has started and we have 

not long to go ð I would ask par-

ents to continue to support the Academy by 

encouraging their children to attend the Year 

11 After School Revision Classes.   Also, we are 

keen to begin planning our Year 11 Prom and 

Year book and are looking for a team of indi-

viduals who will begin the search for the per-

fect venue.   All those interested, pop in and 

see me for more details...  

Communication and Languages 
Learning Community  



Yr 9 One -to-One Literacy Tuition Programme  

COLA -I are now running a one -to -one Literacy Intervention programme. This is a national initiative that is 

being funded by National Challenge. It is expected that students progress 2 levels from their Key Stage 2 

SATS score by the end of Year 9. This programme has been designed to support students in making this 

progress with their literacy. Therefore, the work which will be done in the one -to -one sessions will be about 

securing skills which have been taught in the classroom. One -to -one tuition is successful when it engages 

the students in their learning in a way which is not always possible to achieve in the classroom. However, 

it is important to note that the aim of the project is not to help students ôcatch up' with classwork; the pro-

ject offers a highly personalised 

approach to the curriculum 

which can address their individ-

ual needs and gaps in their 

learning.  

This project is being piloted with 

18 Year 9 students. Over the 

next five weeks, the students 

will be withdrawn from lessons 

twice a week and will be given 

an overall amount of 10 hours 

of ôone-to -oneõ teaching time 

with a specialist English tutor. 

We have two new members of 

staff working with us: Denise 

Douieb and Claire Thompson.  

Young Writersõ Club  - COLA-i has talent!  

English teachers have realised that there are some brilliant, budding writers at Cola -I, who could ri-

val the likes of J.K Rowling and Phillip Pullman! In order to develop and channel their creative energies, the 

Young Writersõ Club has been set up.  Hopefully, this group of writing masterminds will produce a COLA -I 

literary magazine, and perhaps even get published!  

The club will run on Tuesday afternoons and it will be by invitation only. If you feel that you have the 

talent and that you know your synonyms from your similes, please speak to Ms Barber, or Mr Oõ Connor. 

Samples of work by some of our exceptional writers:  
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Y7- Autobiographical Writing: A Mo-

ment of Change  

The hoard of over -excited children frantic-

ally cheered as the large, white coach 

rolled to a gentle stop.  A single drop of 

sweat ran down my cheek and plopped 

onto my lap. I fumbled with an awkwardly 

placed seatbelt and made my way to the 

exit of the coach. I was terrified. Thorpe 

Park...here I come!  

Y 8- Horror Writing: Iõve created a Monster! 

It was on an overcast afternoon in January that I ac-

complished the dream of my life; the dream that had a 

shadow looming over my youth and life until now. The 

sparkly, pure white, crystal -like snow melted, second by 

second. As I chewed my pen lidin boredom, watching 

the children exchanging snow balls happily, I heard a 

sound that no human ears had heard before. It was a 

snorting sound. As I looked around, my eyes caught 

Media studies students from years 10 and 11 are preparing for two 

curriculum enrichment trips in the coming weeks and months.  

30 Year 11 pupils will be visiting The Guardian newsrooms at Kingõs 

Cross on Wednesday 18 th November. They will produce a front 

page of the dayõs news using all the different kinds of information 

feeds that real journalists would look at: television and internet re-

ports, press releases and syndicated reports, as well as researching 

background information to the stories. This work can be used for 

GCSE coursework and is worth 12 ½ % of the final grade.  

In early February, 16 Year 10 students will be specially selected to 

go to 21CC, the BBCõs 21st century classroom at White City, to learn 

about stop frame animation. The group who went last year thor-

oughly enjoyed the day, which they spent working in pairs to pro-

duce a short animated film sequence. Due to the limited number of 

places, only the best behaved and most committed pupils will be 

chosen. The work produced can also form part of their coursework 

as above.  

Reports on the trips will follow.  

Y 9 ð A Childhood Memory  

It had been a long and sunny summer stay on a faraway island - forty -five minutes from the Ve-

netian shore. On our final day, after the sun had set, my parents started to search for a cool res-

taurant on the warm -weathered island. Being the only child, I had to enjoy the blue, salty wa-

ters on the islandõs majestic shores on my own. Suddenly, my attention turned to a group of 

people running away from the centre of the island. They were screaming...   



Global environment  

 Learning Community      
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Message from the Student Achievement Leader - Ms Quacoe 

The Global Environment Learning Community team of AVP, SAL, Tutors, Mentor and TA are very 

happy with the way the new year 7õs have settled into the  City of London Academy. The transition 

from primary school to secondary school has gone very smoothly with many of the year 7õs showing 

great majority and determination in their classes and their tutor groups.  We already have students 

representing their tutor groups on the student council, excellent attendance with 100% across the 

year group. Exceptional reading and mathematical skills which will hopefully lead to our gifted stu-

dents joining the debating club. It has certainly been a busy first term  for the year 7õs starting with 

an  Induction day followed by a wonderful two days at Marchantõs  Hill Activity Centre. The  Global 

Environment team have been involved in two PAP (Pupil Action Planning ) days where, Team Build-

ing Skills and Anti Bullying issues were discussed and worked on.  We  have had a year 7 Achieve-

ment and Attendance celebration assembly with lots of prizes for many students. We also had a 

well  supported and very successful Progress evening with 71% of  parents attending to discuss their 

childõs progress with  tutors. As the term goes on the year 7õs will settle in to their routine and lead-

ers will begin to emerge, and the Global  Environment  Team will be on hand to help and support 

them throughout this and next year.  

WELL DONE YEAR 7õS KEEP UP THE HARD WORK YOU ARE A CREDIT TO THE 

ACADEMY!   

YEAR 7, MARCHANTõS HILLñOCTOBER 2009. 

100 Year 7õs  enjoyed two days of team building activities at Marchants Hill Ac-

tivity Centre in October 2009. Even the weather 

could not stop the resilient year group from Zip 

wire, Abseiling, Giant Swing, Jacobs Ladder, Quad 

Biking and Aero ball.  

PROGRESS EVENING: 

The Global  Environment  team had a very well attended progress evening with 88 ð 

(71%)  of Year 7 Parents attending . Information on students lessons, behaviour and at-

tendance as well as their transition into the Academy..  

Achievement  

Assembly: 

The year 7õs 

celebrated 

their achieve-

ment and At-

tendance 

with a prize 

draw for I 

POD Shuffle  

and prizes of 

vouchers for 

HMV and 

Borders for 

100% atten-

POWER OF SUCCESS LETTER 

Power of Success Letter is a letter which is presented at Year 7 Assembly 

every Monday by Alan Parker, Learning Mentor.  The letter is given to the 

student who the team agree has an excel-

lent attitude to learning as well as fantas-

tic behaviour and who is a role model to 

other students.  The parents are also 

sent a copy of the letter and asked to 

treat their child and encourage them to 

keep up this standard and be proud of 

their achievements. 

So far three have been presented: 

Emma Cox 7Y 

Induction Day: 

The whole of year 7 enjoyed the run of the school for a 

full day in September as they were the first to return 

after the summer break. On their first day, the year 7õs 

had a maths and science lesson, but also spent time 

with tutors looking through and preparing Planners and 

timetables.   
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Message from Mr BrayñAssistant Vice Principal 

My name is Mr Bray and I am the Assistant Vice Principal for Global Environment.  The Global Environment 

Learning Community consists of Geography, History, Religious Educa-

tion, Citizenship, Health and Social Care and Leisure and Tourism. Year 

7 are also attached to this Learning Community.  The following staff 

work within the Global Environment Learning Community; 

Ms Quacoe (Student Achievement Leader ð Year 7) 

Ms Whyte (Literacy coordinator) 

Ms Irving (numeracy coordinator) 

Ms Kolthoff Callen (RE teacher) 

Miss Benson (History teacher) 

Mr Saunders (Geography teacher) 

Mr Alan Parker (Learning Mentor) 

Ms Kay Reynolds (Admin assistant) 

Mr Noutch (LSA) 

Ms Payne (LSA) 

Mr Manley (Year 7 Tutor) 

 

I would like to congratulate all the winners from the first 

ever Academy Awards evening at City University.  All the stu-

dents who received awards on the evening are excellent exam-

ples of how much students can progress at the Academy if you 

have the correct attitude.  All the students are hard working, po-

lite and helpful students and I hope they receive more awards in 

the future.  Hopefully students who did not receive awards will 

work really hard this year so that are successful next time. 

 

The students who received awards for attainment are; Cheikh 

White, Chemira Baratram, Malachi Barnes-Muhammad, Aysenur 

Ozcan, Aleksander Cipa, Hannah Thompson, Maddie Hucks, 

Mustafa Akkaya, Amy Lacey and Arnold Duralliu.  The students who received 

awards for effort are; Ritchie Lukombo, Lois Campbell, Terri Maggs, Sayef Uddin, 

Murat Feimoglu, Emman Na-

dri, Steven Ta, Rima Begum, 

Emre Yuce and Yasmeen 

Ismail.  The Special Learning 

Community prize went to 

Gouna Rahim with Jordan 

Daley taking home the Citi-

zenship Award. It was a fan-

tastic evening and all the stu-

dents, parents and staff thor-

oughly enjoyed them-

selves.  It was a real pleasure 

to see so many different stu-

dents picking up awards. 


