
Message from the Principal 

 

Welcome to edition number 4.  We are just over 2/3rd of our way through the year ð a year that has been very successful 

for the Academy. As we move through, we have managed to start systems and refine systems.  It is important to us that we 

are getting things right, therefore student views are always taken into account.  In a recent visit by Professor David Hop-

kins, somebody very well known in the education field, the students said the following; 

They commented on the uniform and said; the school is stricter, the school is better organised and better focused, that 

there is more consistency, that teaching has improved and there is more variability in teaching styles, that there are higher 

expectations, that good teachers give them respect, are strict but fair and friendly.  Good teachers keep them on task, they 

like to have positive feedback, and they are getting this on a more regular basis 

We are pleased, but are aware that there is more to be done.  In our attempt to continue to improve attendance, we are 

promising all students who achieve 100% attendance in the Summer Term a free trip at the end term.  Can I conclude by 

asking parents to support our continued push with uniform.  Please remember, no belts, hoodies or black jumpers.  The 

uniform is clear and the rules on this need to be followed. Thank you for your support. 

Volume 1, Issue 4:  

 

April 2009 

Events for your diary: 

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st 
April - Staff INSET day, NO 

STUDENTS ON SITE 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 7 

Parents Evening 

Tuesday 19th May -  Marseilles 

Work Placements Begin 

Monday 1st June - Year 10 

Work Experience Commences 

Wednesday 17th June - Year 8 

Parents Evening 

Thursday 25th June - PAP Day 

The Lord Mayor, Ian Luder, visits the Academy 
On Wednesday 25th March 2009, the 

Lord Mayor, Ian Luder and his wife, 

the Lady Mayoress, visited the Acad-

emy to view the fantastic work that 

the staff and students have under-

s`jdm rhmbd hs nodmdc hsƍr cnnqr hm

September 2008. The Lord Mayor was 

invited to breakfast with the Gover-

nors and dignitaries from Islington 

borough, Galliford Try Construction 

and Academy Sponsors, City Univer-

sity London and the City of London 

Corporation. During breakfast, the 

Principal introduced the Academy 

and told the Lord Mayor a little of 

what the students have achieved in 

the short time since September, 

which included the recent accolade 

of our Enterprise students winning 3 

awards at the Inner City Young Entre-

oqdmdtqƍr Bnlodshshnm- Sgd Knqc

Mayor was then given a  presentation  

 on the new build by the Senior 

Construction Manager, before be-

ing the guest of honour at a spe-

cial assembly with Year 9 students. 

The Lord Mayor watched a per-

formance by a Saz ensemble  be-

fore presenting the Academy with 

a barometer as a thank you for a 

pleasing visit. The Lord Mayor said 

ne sgd uhrhs ƏH udqx ltbg dminxdc
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most of your time here and the 

e`atkntr noonqstmhshdr sg`s `qhrd-Ɛ 

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress meets 

the Principal and Academy Sponsors  
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Maths & Financial Liter-
acy Learning Community  

Message from the Student Achieve-

ment Leader  - Ben Youard  

The Year 7s are making excellent progress 

and continue to grow in confidence 

around the Academy. 

This term has seen some very exciting 

events and sporting activities including: 

Our World ς Plant to plate competition.  

As part of the programme, teams were 

asked to research a chosen country and 

put together a sales presentation explain-

ing the benefits of a traditional food from 

that country. Congratulations to 7I who 

walked off with a fantastic trophy ς Well 

done! 

Congratulations also to those students 

who took part in the rugby tournament at 

Saracens Rugby Football Club ς A great 

day out and brilliant experience. 

Thank you to all the Parents/Carers who 

attended the Learning Conference on 

Monday, 9th March. It was a great oppor-

tunity for tutors to discuss studentõs pro-

gress and set targets for the future. Keep 

Try to form 5 squares by remov-

ing 2 lines 

Students around the Academy have been in-

volved in various numeracy activities, including:  

Art has just completed an exciting project 

where Numeracy was used to create London 

skyline inspired artworks using geometrical 

skills.  

History has been using Numeracy skills to en-

hance studentsô knowledge of historical time-

lines. 

There will soon be Numeracy stickers, postcards 

and certificates given out during tutor period 

and assembly for effort and achievement in 

Numeracy. 

Year 8 student comment about Numeracy ac-

tivities in tutor period: óThis is 

why I love tutor time. We do fun 

tasks like this.'  

Anti ð Smoking PAP day  

For the PAP day, the Year 7õs 

had an interesting and infor-

mative day discussing the is-

sues around smoking. A thea-

tre troupe performed, demon-

strating issues connected with 

peer pressure to smoke. This 

was followed by lessons discussing the associated health 

issues. Finally, Transport for London did a presentation on 

the dangers of travelling.  

It was an eye -opening day that all the students and teach-

ers enjoyed!  

Watch out for 

an t i - smok ing 

posters made 

by the Yr7õs 

around the 

Academy!  

Numeracy around the Academy 
ñMany thanks for yester-

day ï I was very im-
pressed with the stu-

dents and their aspira-
tions and was very glad 
to have played my small 

part in your PAP day. 

 I thoroughly enjoyed 
myselfï a very, very re-
warding day, and please 
keep me on your list for 
the next event.ò 

Sharon Dyer -  Electro-

doc Solutions and Busi-

ness Support 



Literacy affects all subject areas and thus is in-

creasingly becoming a focus for the Academy. 

The Academy is addressing Whole School Liter-

acy by implementing specific policies and prac-

tices. 

Firstly, each Learning Community has compiled a subject specific Literacy Policy, and Schemes of Work 

now have a literacy objective focus embedded in each lesson. The students should now be aware that 

each unit of work focuses on some key words, which they should be able to spell and use correctly. 

Secondly, once a week during tutor time, each Year Group will be using that time to improve their liter-

acy. On Fridays, Year 7s read independently; on Tuesdays, Year 8s take part in vocabulary quizzes based 

on the relevant key words for that week; Year 9s are challenged with word games and puzzles on Tuesdays; on Wednesdays 

Year 10s look at short grammar activities in order to improve their writing (specifically in their coursework); and finally, 

Year 11s partake in Newspaper Reading and Discussion groups every Monday. 

 Other initiatives that are well underway are the Renaissance Learning 

programme and the Arsenal Literacy Project which has been running 

successfully for many years. Once the Virtual Learning Environment is 

up and running, there will be a Literacy section where students can 

play games, review books and blog with other avid readers. 

In addition to the above, the Communications and Languages commu-

nity display a different word and thought for each week in their 

rooms. Ask your child what they are for this week!  

Communication and Languages 
Learning Community  
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Message from the Student Achievement Leader  

- Emily Hanna  

Another successful term is behind us and the Year 10s 
have shown initiative in many areas this term, including 
improved attendance.  The students are at present de-
ciding on their future work experience placements, 
which  takes place during the first two weeks of June and 
we hope to confirm placements after the Easter Holi-

days.  Students should ensure the forms 
are completed and handed in to tutors in 
good time. 

 

The Year 10s have their GCSE English Lit-
erature exam on Tuesday 19th May so all 
coursework must be completed over the 
Easter Holidays.  I look forward to seeing 
students for the revision sessions over 
the holidays and hope that everyone has 
a Happy Easter!  See you in the Summer 
Term! 

WORD FOR THE WEEK: 

Lachrymose- tearful; induc-

ing, or referring to, tears 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

òWorry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow; it only 

saps today of its strengthó- A.J.Cronin (Scottish novel-

ist) 

Improving Literacy is at the heart of the Acad-

emyõs planning and future. 

Message from the Assistant Vice 

Principal -  Mr Dineen  

 

Itõs been a great term for the Com-

munications and Languages Commu-

nity organising lots of trips and 

we are planning more for the Sum-

mer term. It was great to see so 

many year 10õs achieving this term. 

Particular congratulations to Vo 

Thi, 10L, who won the Chairmanõs 

award for outstanding work 

and effort in the Academy.  

Next term a lot of our year 10 

will be taking GCSEõs. It is impor-

tant that we put maximum ef-

fort with our students over 

the next year.  

Can I wish everyone a great 

Easter from everyone in Commu-

nications and Languages.  



Global environment  

 Learning Community      

Message from the Student Achievement Leader - Ms Quacoe 

It has been a very busy couple of months for the Year 11õs and they have coped very well with GCSE modular science  and 

maths exams, as well as retakes and mock GCSEõs in preparation for the finals in June.  Coursework deadlines are looming 

on the horizon and extra catch-up classes are available for students to get the extra help they need to get finished. Revision 

is now the word on everyoneõs lips and there will be revision classes available for Year 11õs in the first week of the Easter 

holidays in their particular subject area. 
 

The Learning Conference day allowed parents to come in and find out how their child was doing and what else they need 

to do to prepare for exams. Attendance at this time for the Year 11õs is vital, as this will affect the ultimate exam results. 

Uniform is also important for all Year Groups,( but as the Year 11 know they are setting an example to the younger stu-

dents) therefore all students are expected to wear blazers and ties alongside full school uniform every day. 
 

The Personal Action Plan Day for the year 11õs went very well and we had some very positive feedback from students and 

staff alike. Volunteers from business organisations  gave up a day to come in and work with Year 11õs in their  tutor groups. 

Workshops included  interview skills, looking at personal qualities, preparation for college, work related experience and 

budgeting money whilst at college. Students found the day helpful and were focused on the tasks they were asked to do. 

Certificates of Achievement were presented to students  at the end of the day. Hopefully students will now be able to take 

what they have learnt and use it in their college interviews, good luck! 
 

The Year 11 final assembly will be held on Friday 3rd April where Achievement here at the Academy will be celebrated. 

There will be a prize draw for the highest attendance in Year 11 as well as nominated certificates and prizes for Attainment 

and Effort in individual subjects.  As we break up on Friday 3rd April for a two week Easter break it just remains for me to 

say to all Year 11 and staff, õHappy Easter,  see you next termõ 

PAP Day Monday 16th  March 2009: 
 

On Monday 16th  L`qbg sgd Xd`q 00͇r vnqjdc hm sgdhq

stsnq fqntor vhsg unktmsddqr eqnl ͆atrhmdrrdr hm

sgd bnlltmhsx͇- Sgdx vnqjdc nm rjhkkr mdbdrr`qx sn

present themselves at College interviews and future 

employers. Tasks for the day included a welcome and 

introduction by the co - ordinators, a task of intro-

duction and warm up exercise for the students, in-

terviewing the group facilitators and learning how 

to market themselves. The next step after break 

showed the planning, selection, recruitment, and 

different types of interview with interview ques-

tions. The students then learnt the differences be-

tween telephone and face to face inter-

views.  

@esdq ktmbg sgd xd`q 00͇r kd`qms `ants

paying your way, how to apply for the 

Education Maintenance Grant, wages, bank 

accounts and budgeting their money. The 

students were asked to evaluate the day, 

the responses were very positive with 

many of the students finding the role 

play interviews and the budgeting of their money en-

joyable and useful.  

Message from the Assistant 

Vice Principal - Mr Bray  

It has been a very busy term with 

many exciting events happening 

across the Academy and with Year 11 in particu-

lar.  Many Year 11s have been visiting post 16 pro-

viders around the borough and in other boroughs 

for their interviews and I hope everyone is getting 

into the ones they want.  Year 11s must remember 

not to take the focus off what is happening now 

and the coursework deadlines that are coming 

up.  Most subjects will have a deadline of before 

Easter so that they can progress onto revising for 

the exams coming up towards the end of May and 

beginning of June.  The Academy is putting in place 

an Easter support programme and it is expected 

that students will attend these sessions.  It is im-

portant to not let the hard work slip and with this 

in mind students will be in school until their exams 

take place.  Well done to all those students who 

have managed to secure C grades or above in Sub-

jects like English Language, English Literature, 

Mathematics and ICT. 

Year 8 Student Experience of PAP Day  

My group participated in trampolining first which was 

great and very interesting for those who hadnõt tried 

this before. For me the next activity was the best. We 

had ice skating. I loved being able to help people who 

werenõt as good at it. Exhausted and hungry everyone 

then joined back together for lunch which was FUN be-

cause it was hot and we got the chance to do some sun 

bathing. Last activity of the day for my group was vol-

leyball. Then back on the coach to school. Fun PAP Day 

was over.     BY CHELSEY -  8N  
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Performing & Creative  

Arts Learning Community      

KS3 Artwork of 

the Month   

Year 11 Art; students are on the home 

stretch now and should be in line to have both 

units of coursework ready for submission on 

Thursday April 23 rd 2009. Students must also 

have their final exam designs completed by 

this date. The final practical exam is on Mon-

day April 27 th and Tuesday 28 th  2009. Donõt 

forget Art rooms open in Easter holidays on Mon 

6th April and Tues 6th April from 9amñ3pm. 

Art Riddle of the Month 

Born in Paris to a noble line.  

I quickly found a style that was 

mine.   

Ballet dancers and women fixed in 

time.  

I became the master of pastel and 

line.  

Who Am I?  

 Prize for winning entry that 
can also correctly answer 
year the artist was born? See 

Ms Turpin to enter.  

A fantastic exhibit of the year 9 

ôSweet Cakesõ Pop Art project 

took place in the hall during the 

year 9 parent/carer evening on 

March 11 th 2009.  

Drama Club: Year 7 

and 8 on Thursday after 

school! Come along for 

games, activities and 

work towards a per-

formance!  

DRAMA NEWS  

Year 11 Performances; On the 13 th May, Year 11 Drama 

will be performing their exam pieces in the Drama stu-

dio. Members of staff are welcome to come and sup-

port them as part of the audience. We have three very 

different, exciting pieces to show how hard they are 

working.  

Year 10 will also be performing their mock exam pieces! 

Year 11 donõt forget rehearsals on the 6th  April  

from 10am -4pm!  

Year 8 Student Experience of PAP Day  

My group participated in trampolining first which was 

great and very interesting for those who hadnõt tried 

this before. For me the next activity was the best. We 

had ice skating. I loved being able to help people who 

werenõt as good at it. Exhausted and hungry everyone 

then joined back together for lunch which was FUN be-

cause it was hot and we got the chance to do some sun 

bathing. Last activity of the day for my group was vol-

leyball. Then back on the coach to school. Fun PAP Day 

was over.     BY CHELSEY -  8N  

Message from the Student Achievement 

Leader - Mr Agyei  

This termõs PAP day for Year 8 

took a different turn. Students 

were taken out of school to two 

local leisure centres. 

The theme for the PAP day was 

ôTeam buildingõ and ôHealthy 

Livingõ through Physical activi-

ties. The themes are in line with 

Every Child Mattersõ agenda and outcomes. 

Students were taken through a variety of sporting and 

physical challenges, such as swimming, rope climbing, ice 

skating amongst many others; offering them an opportunity 

to explore new ideas, skills and also working with different 

people. The most exciting activity among these two groups 

was Lunch picnics. 

At the end of the day, students were quizzed about their 

experiences and views of the day. The feedback was very 

positive. They expressed their willingness to continue 

using their local leisure centres in a bid to ôshapingõ 

themselves and fulfilling the Healthy Living aspect of 

the Every Child matters principles.  
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Science & technology learning  

Community  

Message from the Assistant 

Vice Principal - Ms Gibbins 

Another exciting half term has passed in 

the Science and Technology Learning Com-

munity.  Ms Welburn, myself and the staff 

in Science and Technology are proud of 

Year 9 and their achievements.  Atten-

dance is increasing all of the time (we 

have touched 90% this term) and must 

keep working hard at this.  Attendance = 

Achievement! Uniform is good, a few re-

minders needed at times, and behaviour, 

particularly in assemblies, is very good.  

Year 9 have been involved in a successful 

PAP day, a Construction Day, spent a 

morning considering their future life 

choices and really impressed the Lord 

Mayor and Mayoress of London during their 

visit.  Many of our Year 9 students have 

great expectations of themselves and what 

they can achieve ð and they can do it, and 

more!  

PAP Day Ɗ Pupil Action 

Planning Day. 

Enq O`o c`x Xd`q 8ƍrƊ fo-

cused on Sexually Transmit-

ted Infections and the effects 

of Alcohol. Yr9 students 

were asked to take a confi-

dential quiz using the ICT 

facilities, accessing a pro-

gram, which helped the stu-

dents become more aware of 

how alcohol can affect you. 

Single sex classes helped the 

students identify and attain 

knowledge regarding sexual 

health. 

Year 9 were very intrigued 

and keen to understand 

more about this subject. 

On Wednesday 25th March, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
London visited City of London Academy Islington with our business 
partners and governors to attend the year 9 assembly. The Lord 
Mayor came in his robes, medallion and hat, which he wears in the 
Lord Mayors show to see a presentation about following your 
dream what ever age you are and a performance from the Saz En-
semble. After the piece had finished the Lord Mayor stood and 
congratulated the ensemble. He then gave a speech about seeing 
the Lord Mayor show when he was 9 years old and wanting to be-
come Lord Mayor when he was older.  He pursued his dream and 
was elected as Lord Mayor in November 2008.  This year he has 
visited many countries and he still has many more to visit like: 
China, Thailand, Argentina and Brazil. 
When he had finished his speech he 
thanked the Academy for a pleasant 
welcome and gave a barometer as a 
gift. When outside some students from 
Student Council, the Saz Ensemble and 
other school groups had their photo 
taken with the Lord Mayor before he 

left.  

By George Ward 9L 

London Construction Training Taster Day  

òWomen into Constructionó 
 

On 16th March 2009, eighteen keen girls from CoLA -
I were selected to take part in the Women Into Con-

struction Skills Taster Day.  

They learnt; Key skills in bricklaying  and tiling , Un-
derstanding of careers in the construction industry , 
Business skills and knowledge , Health and Safety , 

and Career opportunities.  

What did the girls have to say;  

ôI had no idea Iõd be good at bricklaying. My wall was actually level when I 

checked it using the spirit measureõ. 

ôBricklaying is harder. I think Iõm better at the tilingõ 

õWe had loads of fun. We made a pyramid out of bricks 
and tiled wall houses. It was exciting doing something 
new away from school. Taking the coach to the site and 

lunch was also goodõ. 

The girls were impeccably well behaved and their enthu-
siasm, maturity and quality of work skills highly im-
pressed the instructors. They have since been presented 

certificates in beginner construction. Congratulations!  

 

 

  Darius Akinde           Gokhan Kaya  
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We in the Global Environment Learning community have been taking out stu-

dents to celebrate their achievements this academic year. This has been sponsored by 

the Deutche bank (Sara Salamat). We are select-

ing students that have shown improvement in 

regards to their attendance, behaviour and work. 

On Friday the 30th January in the afternoon we 

went to  the Royal Albert Hall to see Cirque Du 

Soleil. 

All these performances have been as a reward for students through- out the year 

and they have all been sponsored by the Deutche Bank (Sara Salamat). We as 

a community will continue to support the Deutche bank charity, FRODO, ôThe 

foundation for the relief of disabled orphansõ. 

Previous performances that we have been to see are:  

Australian  Ballet:  

Nuevo Ballet Espanol 

Flamenco: 
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Friday 6th March 2009  

On Friday 6th March 2009 the Academy had its offi-

cial opening of the Sports Hall. The Sports Hall be-

gan its construction in April 2009 and completed on 

16th December 2008. Students have been able to 

enjoy the use of this facility since January 2009. 

The opening of the Sports Hall marks a significant 

milestone in the building of brand new 

resources for the students to enjoy. The 

students can now benefit from the sports   

5-a-side football, basketball, netball, in-

door cricket, trampolining, badminton and 

general circuit sports. 

The Academy was lucky enough to welcome Olym-

pic Gold Medallist and World 400m Champion, 

Christine Ohuruogu, MBE, to open the Sports Hall 

and when addressing the students told them to 

ñmake the most 

of the fantastic 

opportunit ies 

given to themò.  

Re p r e s e n t a -

tives from both 

A c a d e m y 

sponsors were 

present, includ-

ing Deputy 

R i c h a r d 

Regan, Chair 

of the  Govern-

ing Body for 

CoLA-I and 

Professor Mal-

colm Gillies 

Vice Chancel-

and President of 

City University Lon-

don, who ad-

dressed the stu-

dents and staff say-

ing ñI have always 

thought sports are 

crucial to anyoneôs 

lifestyle. Itôs a way 

of informal learning 

and these are won-

derful facilities for 

the Academy stu-

dentsò. 

Ms Ohuruogu was 

able to view the Sports Hall in full swing with Year 

8 students showing what they are made of with a 

basketball lesson. Students from Richard Cloude-

sley school were also present and joined in with 

the sports playing foot-

ball and botcha.  

Christine ended by say-

ing ññWith my sports 

background I support 

any activity that gives 

children the opportunity 

to have fun and exer-

cise. I want to encour-

age more academies 

and organisations to 

invest in sports, to 

benefit students and 

keep them healthy.ò  
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Year 8 students embrace the Sport Hall opening!  

25 students from Year 8 were selected to entertain and to be 

part of the Grand opening of the new Academyõs state of the 

art Sports Hall on 6th March 2009.  

The students put on a splendid Sport performance to enter-

tain dignitaries and the invited guest, Christine Oh-

urugu, the Olympic Gold medallist.  

The physical activity session was led by Mr Agyei 

supported by Mr Clark.  

In a brief remark, Christine Ohurugu acknowl-

edged and recognised individual talents of the stu-

dents that were exhibited during their perform-

ance. She encouraged them to work harder quot-

ing òhard work and determination is the key to 

success!ó 

A sign of things to come - 

students from CoLA-I and 

Richard Cloudesley play 

sports together while 

Christine looks on. 

CoLA-I students 

in action. 


