
Message from the Principal 

 

Welcome to edition number 4.  We are just over 2/3rd of our way through the year ð a year that has been very successful 

for the Academy. As we move through, we have managed to start systems and refine systems.  It is important to us that we 

are getting things right, therefore student views are always taken into account.  In a recent visit by Professor David Hop-

kins, somebody very well known in the education field, the students said the following; 

They commented on the uniform and said; the school is stricter, the school is better organised and better focused, that 

there is more consistency, that teaching has improved and there is more variability in teaching styles, that there are higher 

expectations, that good teachers give them respect, are strict but fair and friendly.  Good teachers keep them on task, they 

like to have positive feedback, and they are getting this on a more regular basis 

We are pleased, but are aware that there is more to be done.  In our attempt to continue to improve attendance, we are 

promising all students who achieve 100% attendance in the Summer Term a free trip at the end term.  Can I conclude by 

asking parents to support our continued push with uniform.  Please remember, no belts, hoodies or black jumpers.  The 

uniform is clear and the rules on this need to be followed. Thank you for your support. 
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Events for your diary: 

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st 
April - Staff INSET day, NO 

STUDENTS ON SITE 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 7 

Parents Evening 

Tuesday 19th May -  Marseilles 

Work Placements Begin 

Monday 1st June - Year 10 

Work Experience Commences 

Wednesday 17th June - Year 8 

Parents Evening 

Thursday 25th June - PAP Day 

The Lord Mayor, Ian Luder, visits the Academy 
On Wednesday 25th March 2009, the 

Lord Mayor, Ian Luder and his wife, 

the Lady Mayoress, visited the Acad-

emy to view the fantastic work that 

the staff and students have under-

s`jdm rhmbd hs nodmdc hsƍr cnnqr hm

September 2008. The Lord Mayor was 

invited to breakfast with the Gover-

nors and dignitaries from Islington 

borough, Galliford Try Construction 

and Academy Sponsors, City Univer-

sity London and the City of London 

Corporation. During breakfast, the 

Principal introduced the Academy 

and told the Lord Mayor a little of 

what the students have achieved in 

the short time since September, 

which included the recent accolade 

of our Enterprise students winning 3 

awards at the Inner City Young Entre-
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Mayor was then given a  presentation  

 on the new build by the Senior 

Construction Manager, before be-

ing the guest of honour at a spe-

cial assembly with Year 9 students. 

The Lord Mayor watched a per-

formance by a Saz ensemble  be-

fore presenting the Academy with 

a barometer as a thank you for a 

pleasing visit. The Lord Mayor said 
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most of your time here and the 
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The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress meets 

the Principal and Academy Sponsors  
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Maths & Financial Liter-
acy Learning Community  

Message from the Student Achieve-

ment Leader  - Ben Youard  

The Year 7s are making excellent progress 

and continue to grow in confidence 

around the Academy. 

This term has seen some very exciting 

events and sporting activities including: 

Our World ς Plant to plate competition.  

As part of the programme, teams were 

asked to research a chosen country and 

put together a sales presentation explain-

ing the benefits of a traditional food from 

that country. Congratulations to 7I who 

walked off with a fantastic trophy ς Well 

done! 

Congratulations also to those students 

who took part in the rugby tournament at 

Saracens Rugby Football Club ς A great 

day out and brilliant experience. 

Thank you to all the Parents/Carers who 

attended the Learning Conference on 

Monday, 9th March. It was a great oppor-

tunity for tutors to discuss studentõs pro-

gress and set targets for the future. Keep 

Try to form 5 squares by remov-

ing 2 lines 

Students around the Academy have been in-

volved in various numeracy activities, including:  

Art has just completed an exciting project 

where Numeracy was used to create London 

skyline inspired artworks using geometrical 

skills.  

History has been using Numeracy skills to en-

hance studentsô knowledge of historical time-

lines. 

There will soon be Numeracy stickers, postcards 

and certificates given out during tutor period 

and assembly for effort and achievement in 

Numeracy. 

Year 8 student comment about Numeracy ac-

tivities in tutor period: óThis is 

why I love tutor time. We do fun 

tasks like this.'  

Anti ð Smoking PAP day  

For the PAP day, the Year 7õs 

had an interesting and infor-

mative day discussing the is-

sues around smoking. A thea-

tre troupe performed, demon-

strating issues connected with 

peer pressure to smoke. This 

was followed by lessons discussing the associated health 

issues. Finally, Transport for London did a presentation on 

the dangers of travelling.  

It was an eye -opening day that all the students and teach-

ers enjoyed!  

Watch out for 

an t i - smok ing 

posters made 

by the Yr7õs 

around the 

Academy!  

Numeracy around the Academy 
ñMany thanks for yester-

day ï I was very im-
pressed with the stu-

dents and their aspira-
tions and was very glad 
to have played my small 

part in your PAP day. 

 I thoroughly enjoyed 
myselfï a very, very re-
warding day, and please 
keep me on your list for 
the next event.ò 

Sharon Dyer -  Electro-

doc Solutions and Busi-

ness Support 



Literacy affects all subject areas and thus is in-

creasingly becoming a focus for the Academy. 

The Academy is addressing Whole School Liter-

acy by implementing specific policies and prac-

tices. 

Firstly, each Learning Community has compiled a subject specific Literacy Policy, and Schemes of Work 

now have a literacy objective focus embedded in each lesson. The students should now be aware that 

each unit of work focuses on some key words, which they should be able to spell and use correctly. 

Secondly, once a week during tutor time, each Year Group will be using that time to improve their liter-

acy. On Fridays, Year 7s read independently; on Tuesdays, Year 8s take part in vocabulary quizzes based 

on the relevant key words for that week; Year 9s are challenged with word games and puzzles on Tuesdays; on Wednesdays 

Year 10s look at short grammar activities in order to improve their writing (specifically in their coursework); and finally, 

Year 11s partake in Newspaper Reading and Discussion groups every Monday. 

 Other initiatives that are well underway are the Renaissance Learning 

programme and the Arsenal Literacy Project which has been running 

successfully for many years. Once the Virtual Learning Environment is 

up and running, there will be a Literacy section where students can 

play games, review books and blog with other avid readers. 

In addition to the above, the Communications and Languages commu-

nity display a different word and thought for each week in their 

rooms. Ask your child what they are for this week!  

Communication and Languages 
Learning Community  
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Message from the Student Achievement Leader  

- Emily Hanna  

Another successful term is behind us and the Year 10s 
have shown initiative in many areas this term, including 
improved attendance.  The students are at present de-
ciding on their future work experience placements, 
which  takes place during the first two weeks of June and 
we hope to confirm placements after the Easter Holi-

days.  Students should ensure the forms 
are completed and handed in to tutors in 
good time. 

 

The Year 10s have their GCSE English Lit-
erature exam on Tuesday 19th May so all 
coursework must be completed over the 
Easter Holidays.  I look forward to seeing 
students for the revision sessions over 
the holidays and hope that everyone has 
a Happy Easter!  See you in the Summer 
Term! 

WORD FOR THE WEEK: 

Lachrymose- tearful; induc-
ing, or referring to, tears 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

�´�:�R�U�U�\�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �U�R�E�V�� �W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �V�R�U�U�R�Z���� �L�W�� �R�Q�O�\��

�V�D�S�V���W�R�G�D�\���R�I���L�W�V���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�µ- A.J.Cronin (Scottish novel-

ist) 

Improving Literacy is at the heart of the Acad-

emyõs planning and future. 

Message from the Assistant Vice 

Principal -  Mr Dineen  

 

�,�W�·�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �W�H�U�P�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P��

munications and Languages Commu-

nity organising lots of trips and 

we are planning more for the Sum-

mer term. It was great to see so 

�P�D�Q�\�� �\�H�D�U�� �����·�V�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�H�U�P����

Particular congratulations to Vo 

�7�K�L���� �����/���� �Z�K�R�� �Z�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�·�V��

award for outstanding work 

and effort in the Academy.  

Next term a lot of our year 10 

�Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���*�&�6�(�·�V�����,�W���L�V���L�P�S�R�U��

tant that we put maximum ef-

fort with our students over 

the next year.  

Can I wish everyone a great 

Easter from everyone in Commu-

nications and Languages.  


