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Message from the Principal

Welcome to edition number 4. We are just over 2#3of our way through the yead a year that has been very successf
for the Academy. As we move through, we have managed to start systems and refine systems. It is important to us
are getting things right, therefore student views are always taken into account. In a recent visit by Professor Davi
kins, somebody very well known in the education field, the students said the following;

They commented on the uniform and said; the school is stricter, the school is better organised and better focuse(

there is more consistency, that teaching has improved and there is more variability in teaching styles, that there are
expectations, that good teachers give them respect, are strict but fair and friendly. Good teachers keep them on tas
like to have positive feedback, and they are getting this on a more regular basis

We are pleased, but are aware that there is more to be done. In our attempt to continue to improve attendance, w
promising all students who achieve 100% attendance in the Summer Term a free trip at the end term. Can | conc
asking parents to support our continued push with uniform. Please remember, no belts, hoodies or black jumpers
uniform is clear and the rules on this need to be followed. Thank you for your support.
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This term has seen some very exciti
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Our World¢ Plant to plate competition.
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Message from
Principal
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munications and Languages Commu-
nity organising lots of trips and

we are planning more for the Sum-
mer term. It was great to see so
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Next term a lot of our year 10
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fort with our students over

the next year.

Can | wish everyone a great
Easter from everyone in Commu-
nications and Languages.
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Literacy affects all subject areas and thus i
creasingly becoming a focus for the Acade ISt)

The Academy is addressing Whole School Li |mproving Literacy is at the heart of the Aca
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Firstly, each Learning Community has compiled a subject specific Literacy Policy, and Schemes of Work
now have a literacy objective focus embedded in each lesson. The students should now be aware that
each unit of work focuses on some key words, which they should be able to spell and use correctly.

Secondly, once a week during tutor time, each Year Group will be using that time to improve their liter-

acy. On Fridays, Year 7s read independently; on Tuesdays, Year 8s take part in vocabulary quizzes based
on the relevant key words for that week; Year 9s are challenged with word games and puzzles on Tuesdays; on Weld
Year 10s look at short grammar activities in order to improve their writing (specifically in their coursework); and fir
Year 11s partake in Newspaper Reading and Discussion groups every Monday.

Message from the Student Achievement Leader
- Emily Hanna

Another successful term is behind us and the Year

have shown initiative in many areas this term, includi

improved attendance.The students are at present de

ciding on their future work experience placements

which takes place during the first two weeks of June a

we hope to confirm placements after the Easter Ho
days. Students should ensure the formg
are completed and handed in to tutors i
good time.

The Year 10s have their GCSE English
erature exam on Tuesday #May so all
coursework must be completed over thd
Easter Holidaysl look forward to seeing
students for the revision sessions oveg
the holidays and hope that everyone ha
a Happy Easter!See you in the Summe
Term!
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Other initiatives that are well underway are the Renaissance Lea';n
programme and the Arsenal Literacy Project which has been rur!n
successfully for many years. Once the Virtual Learning Environmer
up and running, there will be a Literacy section where students:c
play games, review books and blog with other avid readers.

In addition to the above, the Communications and Languages com
nity display a different word and thought for each week in tiﬂe

rooms. Ask your child what they are for this week!



