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Message from  
the Principal

We are a transformed Academy with dramatically improved outcomes 
for our students. Our GCSE results doubled from 2012 to 2013 and 
our academic progress has continued at pace, with our 2016 results 
being the best the Academy has ever achieved in its history for both 
GCSE and Advanced Level examinations.

At GCSE, student progress is outstanding. In 2016, 93% of students 
achieved A*-C in English and 68% of students achieved 5 A*-C passes 
including English and Mathematics. Exceptional performance was also 
achieved in Modern Foreign Languages with 100% A*-C passes in 
German, Spanish, Portuguese, Turkish, Italian and 96% A*-C passes in 
French.

Our Advanced Level pass rate is at 100%. In 2016 our A* to A grades 
more than doubled and 100% of our Year 13 students secured a place 
at university. Many of our students have been successful in achieving 
the top Advanced Level grades and have consistently secured places at 
prestigious Russell Group universities.

Our results reflect the aspiration, determination and hard work by all 
students and staff at the Academy and I am always exceptionally proud 
of what we achieve together.

Miss Verga BA (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH PQSI



Message  
from the  
Vice Principal
Welcome to COLAI-6.  We are a dynamic and 
high achieving sixth form.  Our aim is to provide 
our sixth form students with an outstanding 
academic experience that will prepare them 
exceptionally well for higher education and the 
career path of their choosing.  We welcome 
applications from our current Year 11 students 
and from external candidates.

We offer a friendly and supportive learning 
environment, with a strong focus on academic 
rigour, self discipline and the highest educational 
aspirations.  We support our students to 
achieve their very best and to equip themselves 
with the educational knowledge and personal 
attributes needed to achieve this.  As a 
smaller sixth form, we are able to offer the 
individualised support and smaller class sizes 
enabling our students to make outstanding 
progress.

Our primary focus is on providing a highly 
academic curriculum, with the majority of 
courses on offer being A Levels.  We also 
have a vocational pathway for students who 
would benefit from this style of learning and 
assessment.

Thank you for your interest and we welcome 
your application.

Ms Jacob
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Message from 
the Head of 
Sixth Form
Why join our sixth form? Whether you are a 
current COLAI student or looking to join us from 
another school, your time in the sixth form will 
shape your aspirations, hone your employability and 
enhance your future prospects. At COLAI-6 we 
create an environment in which your aspirations can 
be achieved. 

Through our high quality work experience 
placements and excellent careers advice, our 
links with the City of London Corporation and 
City University London, our broad enrichment 
programme and the many other outreach 
opportunities that we offer, we can provide our 
students with the very best experiences and 
guidance to enable them to succeed.

We are fortunate to be able to offer fantastic 
learning facilities, but our most valuable resource is 
our highly skilled teachers, who pride themselves in 
offering their students a truly enriching and engaging 
educational experience.

The next two years of school involves very 
important decisions and challenging academic 
experiences and an increasing realisation of 
independence. At COLAI-6 we will provide 
excellent personalised support to tackle those 
three challenges with confidence and success.

I look forward to meeting you and supporting you 
through the best two years of your education.

Ms L Woodman



Message from  
the Sponsors

We are delighted to be sponsors of the City of London Academy 
Islington. We believe the Academy offers a bright new start for 
education in our community and bring fresh and exciting opportunities 
to gain the best results and benefits for our local young people. Both 
the City of London Corporation and City, University of London have 
long and successful track records in providing high quality educational 
services to their local communities. 

The City of London Corporation, which provides local government 
services for the Square Mile, already has responsibility for the Sir John 
Cass Foundation Primary School and three independent secondary 
schools, which are regularly featured among the top performing schools 
in the country.

City, University of London is an internationally renowned institution 
with more than 100 years of experience of teaching, learning and 
research. Its reputation for excellence in professional education and 
close contacts with professional institutions, business and industry, brings 
valuable resources to the Academy staff and students. As sponsors, our 
vision for the Academy’s development is based on high expectations 
of achievement and a passionate belief in the power of learning. The 
Academy is characterised by an ethos of enterprise and creativity to 
inspire every student to reach their full potential.

We all want the very best education for our young people and the best 
environment for our students and teachers. We are working towards the 
City of London Academy Islington becoming an outstanding Academy 
that everyone who lives in the local community deserves.
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High achievement and success is only possible when students are happy, 
enjoy their learning; feel they are recognised and valued as individuals; and 
when they have a clear understanding of how they are expected to conduct 
themselves.  We want all of the young people in our care to flourish 
academically and develop into highly capable, resilient and exceptional 
individuals.  As such, we ensure that we provide excellent care and support 
for all students within a learning environment that sets high expectations of 
student progress and student behaviour. 

Our House system supports Academy values and fosters a culture of pride. 
Vertical House tutoring brings together students across Years 7 to 13 in 
the same group, making them more like a family. Sixth form students are 
encouraged to play an active part in the House system and vertical tutoring.  
As the oldest students in the Academy, it is expected that they serve as 
outstanding role models to younger students.  The House system also 
provides our sixth form students with invaluable opportunities to develop 
their leadership skills:

• The Head Boy/Head Girl and Deputies Team serve as outstanding 
ambassadors for the Academy’s student community.  They represent 
the Academy at prestigious events and host important visitors to the 
Academy.  They are also invited to attend senior leadership team and 
governors’ meetings to represent the views and interests of the student 
body.

• Sixth form students also play an active part in the Academy’s Student 
Council, leading their House Councils.  

• Sixth form students are elected to the position of House Captain and 
assist their Head of House with organising House and whole Academy 
events and competitions.

• Sixth form students also perform the invaluable role of mentoring 
younger students in their vertical tutor groups.

Outstanding Care 
and Support



In addition to the Academy’s vertical tutoring 
system, we also offer our sixth form students 
a bespoke sixth form tutoring programme 
delivered by a dedicated team of sixth form 
tutors.  Students are assigned a tutor when 
they join the sixth form and receive one 
hour of tutoring each week.  The sixth form 
tutoring programme focuses on the specific 
needs of our Year 12 and 13 students:

• In Year 12, the initial focus of the 
programme is on assisting students with 
making a successful transition from Key 
Stage 4 to Key Stage 5.  Students are 
taught how to develop their study skills, 
organisational and time-management 
skills and independent learning skills.  We 
also provide financial literacy lessons and 
offer a PSHCE programme.

• In Year 13, the focus shifts towards 
preparing students for their next steps 
beyond the Academy.  The vast majority 
of our sixth form students apply to 
university.  Our tutor team provides 
expert advice and guidance on how 
to navigate the university applications 
process.  Tutors assist students with 
researching their options and preparing 
their UCAS applications.  We also 
offer extensive careers advice and 
guidance to those who are considering 
training, apprenticeship or employment 
opportunities.
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Making the Transition
The transition from Key Stage 4 to sixth form is very challenging for all students.  We recognise 
how crucial it is to provide our students with tailored support to ensure that the transition is as 
smooth and successful as possible.

Making the right choices
We offer extensive expert advice and guidance to all applicants to ensure that they select the 
right programme of study.  Our Taster Day offers applicants an opportunity to experience A 
Level lessons.  The aim of the day is to better inform applicants’ course choices.  The admissions 
interview is also designed to ensure that all applicants receive detailed advice about their choice 
of courses and which courses will best serve their talents, skills and interests.

Induction to the Sixth Form  
Upon joining the sixth form, all students receive a detailed induction programme to enable them 
to make a successful transition.  We support our students to develop their independent learning 
skills to ensure that they are able to effectively and confidently meet the demands of their 
programme of study.  We encourage our Year 13 students to provide peer mentoring and support 
to new students, creating a supportive learning culture within the sixth form.  Subject teachers will 
also provide more specific information regarding the requirements of the course they deliver.

Attendance, punctuality and behaviour for learning are all closely monitored to ensure that all the 
basic ingredients for success are there.  Early in the academic year, we host a welcome evening 
for the parents and carers of our Year 12 students to provide important advice on how we will 
be supporting our students and how parents and carers can contribute to their child making 
outstanding progress in their sixth form education.

Ongoing Support
Throughout a student’s time in the sixth form, we maintain a consistently excellent standard of 
care and support for all of our students, acting quickly to identify any areas of underperformance 
or barriers to learning and progress.  Interventions are timely and are implemented effectively to 
ensure that students are able to overcome any obstacles they may face and perform to the best 
of their ability.

Our focus throughout the two years in the sixth form is not only on enabling students to be 
successful in the sixth form, but is also on preparing them for life beyond the sixth form.  We 
provide extensive support to students to develop their academic skills, workplace experience and 
professional attributes.  Our aim is to ensure that all of our students graduate from the Academy, 
as well prepared as they can possibly be for their future education and career. 



Curriculum
Our aim at the Academy is to unlock the potential of all students 
through learning routes tailored to their individual needs. 

In our sixth form we offer every student:
• A diverse and challenging academic curriculum
• Outstanding teaching from staff with a high degree of subject 

specialism and expertise, ensuring the highest levels of pupil 
progress, enjoyment and attainment

• Small class sizes that enable teachers to provide personalised 
support and individual attention, ensuring that all students are able 
to achieve to their fullest potential

• Great modern learning facilities, including a dedicated sixth form 
study room with an ICT suite and the Learning Resource Centre

We take great care to provide extensive course guidance to all 
applicants because we want our students to make informed decisions 
about their sixth form programme of study that reflect their interests, 
abilities and future plans.

Sixth Form Pathways:
All of the courses we offer in the sixth form are rigorous, challenging 
and academic.  This is reflected in our entry requirements.  The 
majority of the courses we offer are Advanced Level (GCE) 
qualifications, but we also offer a vocational pathway consisting of 
Level 3 BTEC qualifications for students who would most benefit from 
this style of learning and assessment.

The basic requirement for entry to the sixth form is 5 GCSEs at A* to 
C grades.

Entry Requirements for the Advanced Level (GCE) 
Pathway:
• 5 A* to C grades at GCSE including English and Mathematics 

(excluding home languages and Level 2 vocational courses)
• Students also must meet the specific course entry requirements 

of the A Level courses that they wish to study

Entry Requirements for Vocational (BTEC) Pathway:
• 5 A* to C grades at GCSE (excluding home languages, but with 

consideration given to performance on relevant Level 2 vocational 
courses)

• Minimum of grade D in English and Mathematics GCSE
• Students who already have a C or above in English or 

Mathematics may be allowed to combine their vocational (BTEC) 
course with an additional A Level course

• Students with D grades in English and Mathematics GCSE will be 
required to re-sit both to achieve a C grade or above



Advanced Level 
(GCE) Courses
Physics 
Chemistry 
Biology 
Computer Science
Mathematics 
Further Mathematics 
English Literature 
English Language
English Lit / Lang

Media Studies 
History 
Ancient History
Geography 
Government and Politics 
Law
Economics 
Sociology 
Psychology 
Philosophy
French 

Spanish 
Turkish
Portuguese
Art 
Photography 
Drama
Music

Level 3 BTEC 
Nationals
Business 
ICT 
Music Technology
Performing Arts 

GCSEs
English Language
Mathematics

Course Offer
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Enrichment
The Academy offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities and enrichment opportunities, both at 
lunchtimes and after school, at weekends and during 
holiday periods for our students. Visits, residential trips 
and ventures are also part of our provision and we 
encourage all students to get involved and take part.

All sixth form students have a weekly timetabled 
enrichment programme on offer to them.  Our 
enrichment offer is under constant review to ensure 
that we are offering opportunities that our students 
enjoy and benefit from.  Our current offer includes:

• The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)  
• Sports and personal fitness programme
• Healthy nutrition and cooking club
• Community service volunteering programme

In addition to our weekly enrichment programme, 
we also have an impressive range of additional 
enrichment opportunities that are made available 
to our sixth form students in partnership with our 
Sponsors and a wide range of organisations and 
institutions.  These include: 

• The Young Enterprise Programme
• Sixth form residential team building trip
• Cultural visits to museums, theatres and galleries
• Visits from guest speakers, including senior 

politicians and business leaders
• Visits to the Old Bailey to observe trials and to 

meet top legal professionals
• Overseas trips
• Student leadership opportunities
• Duke of Edinburgh Award Programme
• Work experience programme and internships 

opportunities



Life Beyond the 
Sixth Form
We recognise how crucial it is that all of our students complete their 
sixth form studies exceptionally well prepared for their future.  We want 
all of our students to have the widest possible choices and opportunities 
open to them when they leave the Academy.  Whether they intend to 
progress to university, or wish to apply for an apprenticeship or a job, we 
seek to equip them with the knowledge, skills, experiences and personal 
attributes they need to be successful in their future education and/or 
career.

It is our expectation that our students are given the academic grounding 
and support they require to progress to the top higher education 
institutions, including Russell Group universities.  The vast majority of our 
students secure places in higher education following their time in the 
sixth form on a range of high quality degree programmes.  This is owing 
to the expert support they are given to research, prepare and submit 
high quality university applications.   To encourage our students to aspire 
to university and to support them to make the right choice of course 
and institution, we offer an extensive higher education preparation 
programme which includes:  

• UCAS support and guidance from the sixth form tutor team, 
including an in-house UCAS seminar

• The Futures Programme in partnership with Deloitte
• Support for students to apply to summer school programmes at 

top-rated universities
• Visits to university open days and the UCAS Convention
• Advice on student finance

We know that our students face a great deal of competition in the 
employment market.  We want them to stand out to employers and 
have the best chances to achieve their career goals.  To support our 
students to develop their professional workplace skills and attributes and 
enhance their employability, we offer our students:

• A two-week work experience placement at the end of  Year 12
• Paid summer internships, sourced through our City of London 

Corporation sponsors 
• Business mentoring
• Curriculum Vitae writing and interview skills workshops

City of London Academy Islington



Parent Information

The Academy works in partnership with parents and maintains regular 
contact to update them on their child’s progress.   

One of the crucial differences between school sixth forms and 
colleges is that, as a school, we believe that we are accountable not 
just to students, but also to their parents and guardians.  As such, we 
have a well established system of parents’ evenings and termly reports. 
Parents are informed on a regular basis of their child’s progress.  
Target grades and expectations are made very clear to students and 
are shared with parents.  Where there are problems concerning 
a students’ work, progress, conduct or attendance, parents will be 
promptly informed. 

Parents and carers are entitled to see any of the Academy policies.  
Should you wish to see a copy of an Academy policy or for further 
information, please visit our website or contact the Academy.

Full details of the curriculum offered by the Academy, contact details 
and a full copy of all Ofsted reports will also be available on the 
Academy website.



We recommend that you visit our website 
to find out more information about our 
programme of sixth form recruitment events, 
including our sixth form open evening and ‘Taster 
Day’.  These events are designed to offer a fuller 
insight into the sixth form and all it has to offer.

The application form can be downloaded from 
our website.  All applicants will need to provide 
the details of their actual and/or predicted GCSE 
results and the contact details of a suitable 
referee.

Once we receive your application, we will 
contact you to arrange an interview.  At 
interview, we will provide detailed, expert advice 
and support to ensure that applicants are guided 
towards choosing a programme that will suit 
their individual skills, needs and interests. 

You can find out more information and apply via 
our website: www.colai.org.uk.

How to Apply



Prebend Street  |  Islington  |  London  |  N1 8PQ

T: 020 7226 8611  |  E: info@colai.org.uk

www.colai.org.uk
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